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Weirs Drive-In Theater
Rt 3, Weirs Beach, NH
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NOW OPEN
EVERY NIGHT
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SCREEN 1
Indiana Jones and the
Dial of Destiny PG13 (Plays 1st)
Co-feature The Boogeyman PG13

SCREEN 2
Elemental PG (Plays 1st)
Co-feature Ruby Gillman, Teenage Kraken PG

SCREEN 3
Insidious: The Red Door PG13 (Plays 1st)
Co-feature No Hard Feelings R

Enjoy 2 first run movies under the stars
in one of the country's LAST drive-in
theaters. Box office opens at 8pm.
Shows start at dusk.
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¥ Meredith shifts talk of Boundary line between town docks, marina into neutral

Goodhue Boat Company’s Meredith marina is looking to expand. The town'’s neighboring docks, shown here just to the right
#4 of Goodhue’s covered docks, have fallen into disrepair, seen here partially submerged into Lake Winnipesaukee. See story,
-4, page 6. (Jon Decker/The Laconia Daily Sun photo)
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Meredith pauses major dock rebuild plans, awaits outcome of marina application

By CATHERINE MCLAUGHLIN
THE LACONIA DAILY SUN

MEREDITH — The Meredith Selectboard decided
to pause pursuit of a boundary line adjustment
with a Meredith Neck marina, part of town plans
to rehabilitate and improve its public lake access
infrastructure, at a meeting last month. The pause
waves the marina forward to seek approvals for its
own renovation ambitions and drives the town to
reevaluate its own improvements.

Amid public disapproval of the adjustment as well
as uncertainty about exactly where the boundary
line is between the town docks on Lovejoy Sands
Road and Goodhue Boat Company, the selectboard
hit the brakes at a meeting on June 19.

“What we’re hearing from folks is that there’s a
real uncomfortableness about this boundary line
adjustment,” Selectboard Chair Jeanie Forrester
said at the meeting. “It seems ... the best thing to do
right now is to let Goodhue go forward to the plan-
ning board.”

Because of the pause, said Town Manager Troy
Brown in an interview, the town will refocus on the
improvements it can make to that infrastructure
and others without boundary line changes, “while
we're waiting to see the outcome of [Goodhue’s] site
plan process.”

No longer waiting to update its site plan with
a new boundary line, Goodhue, which owns the
marina commonly known as Shep Brown’s Boat
Basin, is preparing to submit an application to the
planning board. Chris Boldt, a longtime attorney for
the marina, emphasized in an interview that the
current plan is “very, very different” from the one it

The public docks at Lovejoy Landing are in need of repair, a plan the town of Meredith is pressing pause on. (Jon

Decker/The Laconia Daily Sun photo)

unsuccessfully submitted in 2021, and said “we’re
listening to the abutters and trying to strike a rea-
sonable compromise.”

A booming boating industry in recent years has
placed huge demands on lake access and marina
capacity. Many have long wait lists and are increas-
ing their valet services, where boats are stored on
land and launched ahead of each use for customers.
The growth also places demands on public access
facilities and poses complicated questions about
who can or should be able to use them. As more
people, residents and visitors alike, flock to the lake,
questions about how to accommodate this growth in

The Granite Foundation Presents. . .

JIMMY KEYS
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NIGHT OF MUSICAL COMEDY

A cross between Elton John (he sings and plays the piano) and Robin Williams
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visual musical impressions, and favorite Broadway songs

. wrapped around some of the most exciting piano playing

and audience participation that you will ever experience.

Wednesday, August 23, 2023

Show Starts at 7:30 p.m.

Lakeport Opera House

To Buy Tickets, Contact:
Elliott Hale — 207-951-4683 ® ehale@barharbor.bank
Holly Walker — 603-491-4018 ® holly@compasstravel.net
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an environmentally sustainable way run up against
longtime residents’ protective feelings of the quieter
lake experience they have long enjoyed.

Over the last few years, the town developed a
plan to restore deteriorating public boat docks and
a ramp, to increase and monitor public parking and
to better manage storm runoff into the lake at its
public boat launch at Lovejoy Landing. To imple-
ment that plan, which an engineer presenting to
the selectboard emphasized was developed using
stakeholder input, the town would need to adjust its
boundary line with the neighboring marina.

In talks about an adjustment, according to Brown,
“they thought it was best that the town proceed with
its project first, and once the lines were adjusted, we
would submit our permit and seek approval. Then
I think the intent was that Goodhue would start
their land use approval process having the lot lines
already adjusted.”

At a series of public meetings where the select-
board reviewed and altered the language of the
line adjustment agreement, members of the public,
many of whom are members of the Meredith Neck
and Islands Alliance, or MerNIA, expressed disap-
proval of the adjustment, describing their concern
that it was coupled with Goodhue’s endeavor.

The marina first attempted to expand in 2003 and
has tried multiple other times in the decades since.
In its opposition to expansion, MerNIA cites the
zoning protections and limitations at the site and
asserts neither the available on-shore resources
like parking nor the lake’s ecology can sustain more
traffic.

Referring to the outcry from residents about the
agreement both in meetings and through direct
communication, the selectboard decided to pause its
pursuit of the boundary line change. Instead, Brown
said, “I recommend that we refocus our efforts on
the other waterfront infrastructure.”

Some issues that would have been repaired by the
town’s complete plan for Lovejoy Landing could be
addressed in the meantime, though others will have
to wait for whenever the town is able to pursue its
major build plans, according to Brown.

“It was a high-priority project to build new, but
we're still going to be required to maintain it,” and
“take a look at what maintenance can be done as an
interim measure,” Brown said.

Resolving parking issues — including how access

see DOCKS page 9
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to town lots can be tailored to prevent nonresident
marina customers from taking spots while still
ensuring residents and their guests are not impeded
— are one priority. However, “to address runoff at the
Shep Brown’s facility, it really needs to be addressed
as part of the whole reconstruction project.”

The price tag for the project has also nearly tri-
pled — from $600,000-$800,000 when it was first
explored, to about $1.8 million — exceeding Mere-
dith’s capital reserve funds.

“I think it really did cause the town to step back
and say, ‘I think we need to take a better look at this
and see if there’s a better way that we can accom-
plish this project,” Brown said.

“The Select Board should be applauded for taking Meredith Selectboard Chair Jeanie Forrester, center, speaks at a June meeting as Town Manager Troy Brown, left, and
a measured, cautious, and pragmatic approach,” selectboard member Lynn Leighton look on. (Catherine McLaughlin/The Laconia Daily Sun photo)

a June 21 MerNIA newsletter reads. “MerNIA
remains very concerned about expansion efforts L *
by Goodhue that will not only have detrimental —hie - PR
effects to the physical environment of our residen- :

tial neighborhood but will also result in further Lakes Reg on
encroachment on the public land and water access Rot a ry

for resident taxpayers and their guests.” .0 ;

In an interview, Boldt said the site plan applica-
tion Goodhue intends to bring to the planning board
takes abutters’ concerns into account and, rather
than growing its footprint, will enrich how the space
is currently used.

“I'm not sure I view it as an expansion,” Boldt
said. “We’re not adding to the number of boats, we’re
not adding to the number of slips. We're trying to do
some things that greatly improve that site for the
benefit of everybody that uses the town dock, town
parking lot and the Goodhue property.” LAKES REGION ROTARY

Specifically, they are not adding buildings to the
marina “in the western part of Lot 8A. We listened
to the adjacent property owners and we'’re putting a

parking area there,” Boldt said. “We’re not putting

in a great big new showroom.” The plans do include,
he said, a new storage building and a “rearrange” of
the docks. But improvements, he emphasized, are
aimed at improving how space is already utilized.

In interviews at the conclusion of the June 19

selectboard meeting, residents expressed both frus- .
tration and approval of the selectboard’s decision to Prese nted by'
wait. Graham Brothers

Christina Touhey, a resident of nearby Soley Lane,
said that, while she disapproved of the boundary

Loy o the i et parseing oo Saturday, JULY 22nd ¢ 10am-2pm

project. . .
“It’s just saying, ‘We’re gonna let them go first,” 70 Endicott St., Weirs Beach
Touhey said. In the meantime, “docks are not gonna
get fixed and they’re gonna continue to disintegrate
into a lake. Parking is still going to remain an issue, REGISTER YOUR SHOW CAR AT
and dock space is going to remain an issue. So I'm WWW.LAKESREGIONROTARY.ORG/CARSHOW
disappointed by that.”
The changes to the town facilities are necessary O]'w=i{0]
and worthwhile, Bear Island residents Pam Thomp- d ; 100% of Proceeds Awarded to
son and Peter Jeffries said. But they are skeptical Donate To ay Local Charitable Organizations

that improvements to the marina won’t draw a
larger customer base to the site.
Despite their concerns about the condition of the

town’s dock and anger over runoff problems, the two Th an ks to our Spo Nnsors

said ensuring any major changes to the area came

sustainably was their priority, even if it meant delays. '6\:’\' ~

“T fion’t mind my feet gettu},g wet in the doqk that’s P (&) “ ey (o e pliopAN_: ’ C@Q nucar S3NEL
seml'-submerge‘d right now, Thompson gald. Rre- = rre Rl \ e ) 0T New Hampshire [ ———
venting traffic increases in the area and improving Lacorla, N.H.
water quality, she continued, should be the priority.

“It’s not great, and they could well be improved, QFSB ;Q\g Ay INNOVATIVE fie e
but you don’t want to give away the farm, as a word, Frankiin Savings Bank %,ﬁd BAYSIDEA Y M \

“count - -

just to get better docks,” Jeffries agreed. S BensngAEeserthing,




