
Working together, China and the UK

can help tackle the twin crises of

climate and nature.

The year 2021 saw a spectacular

limelight focusing on two events: The

Climate Convention in Glasgow and

the nature convention in Kunming.

Having successfully hosted the first

part of the UN Biodiversity Conference

in Kunming in 2021, China will host

the second part later this year. The

Parties will meet to conclude

negotiations and decide on a new

Post-2020 Global Biodiversity

Framework. 

Described as the world’s best last

chance for action, Glasgow achieved

progress on methane, deforestation,

phasing down coal and a lot more.

India's Prime Minister Narendra Modi

committed to ensure half of the

country's energy mix comes from

renewables by 2030. Despite the

distractions of geopolitical tensions,

China and the United States surprised

the world with a joint declaration

stressing cooperation on the

implementation of the Paris

Agreement.
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How can the UK and China strengthen
cooperation on climate change and
biodiversity?



In most countries, business is now

ahead of politics, driving the green

shift. The drastic fall in the price of

solar energy is more significant to our

struggle than texts at a conference

table. The political economy trumps

diplomacy as the driver of action.

 

Hot on the heels of Glasgow, the

World Resources Institute established

a "Partnership on Biodiversity and

Finance", a cooperation mechanism

among financial institutions, social

organizations, enterprises and

government departments. The

Partnership is expected to provide

financial institutions with more

detailed information and knowledge

about biodiversity conservation and

combating climate change, develop

innovative tools to address climate

change and nature destruction as well

as explore new possibilities to improve

the climate and biodiversity financing

mechanism.

When it comes to global cooperation

in tackling climate change and

biodiversity loss, China has plenty of

good stories to share: 

Shenzhen in Guangdong province is

an inspiring example of how fast

change can happen. In 1980, the city

did not even exist; it was a fishing

village. Now, not only is Shenzhen one

of the most prosperous cities in the

world−it is also one of the greenest. It

runs 16,000 electric buses, more than

in the rest of the world outside of

China combined, and 20,000 electric

cabs. Shenzhen also has some of the

greatest green corridors in the world,

forming a line of defence against

pollution and a most appealing urban

landscape. Wetlands, hosting critical

bird habitats, are integrated right in

the center of the city.

It is now widely understood that

climate and biodiversity are

interconnected. Tackling the twin

crises of climate change and

biodiversity loss requires coordinated

efforts between government, business

and civil society. Chinese President Xi

Jinping decided to stop China's

overseas coal investments. US

President Joe Biden has made big

bets on green infrastructure in

proposals to the American Congress.

The European Union is implementing

its taxonomy for sustainable finance

and its green new deal.

In last October, the parties

reaffirmed their commitment to

achieving the 2050 Vision of “Living

in Harmony with Nature", adopting

the Kunming Declaration. President

Xi launched a 1.5 billion yuan

(US$233 million) fund for the

protection of biodiversity in

developing countries. 

Business climate action taken by

Microsoft, Ikea, Tesla, Huawei,

Reliance and many more

companies can be transformational

and spur imitation if policymakers

provide clear road maps and

regulatory frameworks. 
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The 10-year fishing ban in the Yangtze

River and similar efforts in the upper

Yellow River is a visionary effort to

restore the ecosystems and protect

rare aquatic species such as the

Chinese sturgeon. Having served as

the Norwegian Minister for the

Environment, I understand the short-

term pain that the local population

will feel, even though it’s greatly

outweighed by the massive long-term

gains for the ecosystem. Fish will come

back in abundance. We have

experienced the same in the North

Sea. Nature bounced back when

Norway acted to protect cod and

herring in partnership with our

neighbours, including the UK.

FIn recent years, the populations of

many rare and endangered wild

species in China have experienced

steady growth. Wild giant pandas,

Asian elephants snow leopards and

wild Tibetan antelopes have

rebounded in remarkable numbers. In

addition to China's wildlife protection,

the country's use of artificial breeding

technology has also helped bring

endangered animals such as wild

horses and Milu deer back from the

brink of extinction. As one of the most

beloved animals in the world, more

than 600 giant pandas have been

bred using this technology.

China is working on its ambitious

plan to build a national park system

of 10 pilot parks, spreading across 12

provinces, covering a stunning

230,000 square kilometers,

dedicated to protecting habitats of

endangered species. 

Regarding nature based solutions,

the Chinese redlining system is a

global best practice to protect

Mother Nature. It offers a scientific

approach to providing conservation

status to green hotspots in densely

populated areas such as the Pearl

River Delta or the lower Yangtze. It

is easy for most nations to conserve

far away mountains. The real

challenge is to protect nature

where it is most threatened, close

to the centers of great human

habitation.

The greening of the Kubuqi desert

in Inner Mongolia is among the

greatest environmental

achievements of our era. Through

hard and smart work, the people of

Kubuqi transformed the “sea of

death” into a lush oasis where

biodiversity flourishes. At the core of

the “Kubuqi Spirit” is the idea that

greening the desert and restoring

biodiversity will drive economic

growth and poverty alleviation.

The people of Hangjin Banner

developed the “Kubuqi Model” as a

win-win approach, enjoying three

sources of income that come from

biodiversity: farm products such as

liquorice which can survive in dry

places, the enormous space for

renewable energy, and tourism.

China also has wonderful stories to tell

about biodiversity preservation in its

overseas investments: owned by

Power China Group and Goldwind

Capital Australia, the Cattle Hill Wind

Farm in Tasmania, Australia powers

63,500 homes, increasing the state’s

renewable energy generation by

approximately 5%. It uses the

innovative Identiflight system.

Identiflight is an avian detection

system which provides effective

means to protect select species from

collision with rotating wind turbine

blades. Turbines shut down 400 times

a day when eagles approach. So far,

the technology has proven highly

successful in protecting the local

population of “Wedgies,”, wedge-tailed

eagles.

 

The UK on it’s part can point to many

environment success stories. The

energy system is rapidly going

renewable. (Cont...)
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About the Author
 

The UKNCC is designed to help the

people of the UK make clear sighted

decisions on their engagement with

China. In an era of an exponential rise

of misinformation and uninformed

debate, our aim is to differentiate 'the

noise' from robust, evidenced and well

constructed information. We highlight

high quality commentary and

research and support those who are

already, or could become Britain's

leading talents on China.

The current debate on China in the UK

is too often dominated by 'hawks' and

'apologists'. This can lead to over

simplification and poor decision

making.

The UKNCC seeks to promote a fuller

debate without entertaining extreme

views or perpetuating false silos. 

About the UKNCC

Disclaimer:
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Erik Solheim is a retired

Norwegian diplomat and former

politician. He served in the

Norwegian government from

2005 to 2012 as Minister of

International Development and

Minister of the Environment, and

as Under-Secretary-General of the

United Nations and Executive

Director of the United Nations

Environment Programme from

2016 to 2018. After stepping down

from this position, Solheim later

expressed his support for the

centrist Green Party and was

active as a strategic adviser for

the party during the 2015

elections. He is now the Vice Chair

of The China Council for

International Cooperation on

Environment and Development. 

The UK is a wind energy superpower.

The country where the industry

revolution started, based on coal, is

among the first nations in the world to

be coal free. Good nature protections

are bringing species back from

extinction, the European beaver is a

case in point. 

The UK launched the “Clean Green

Initiative” in Glasgow to help

developing countries take advantage

of green technology and grow their

economies sustainably.

The global demand for green

infrastructure is so huge that China

and the UK should work together to

meet the challenge. The two nations

can also join forces in spreading best

practice on nature conservation.

As an old saying in the Indian Vedas

goes, the whole world is one family.

We need to put aside differences and

work together for Mother Earth .

Working in partnership, China and the

UK will contribute greatly to the world

efforts in tackling climate change and

mitigating biodiversity loss. 
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