
Written précis of UKNCC Regional Debate Series 

Northern Ireland, Wednesday, 11th August, 12:00 noon 
By Zoom Webinar 

With the publication of the UK Government's Integrated Review in March 2021, UKNCC is hosting regional 
debates on what the review means for communities across the UK and their future engagement with China. 

The review, entitled 'Global Britain in a Competitive Age: the Integrated Review of Security, Defence, 
Development and Foreign Policy', sets out the UK Government's strategy for national security and foreign policy. 

This debate sets out to question and explore what are the implications for the Northern Ireland and its future 
engagement with China on matters of values, trade and investment and security: spanning politics, business 
and civil society. 

The UKNCC Regional Debate Series is designed to stimulate and amplify local voices, talents and perspectives 
on China related issues.  Each debate is recorded and reviewed by the UKNCC with the purpose of promoting 
regional perspectives, concerns and/or recommendations in the national debate on China.   

Panelists: 

• Michael Alcorn, Professor of Composition, Head of the School of Music, Queen’s University. 
Michael undertook postgraduate studies in composition with John Casken at University of 
Durham in the mid-1980s before joining the School of Music at Queen’s in 1989 as Composer-in-
Residence. He devised and developed the Music Technology pathway at Queen’s and led the 
successful bid to develop the Sonic Arts Research Centre at the University. He was Director of 
SARC from its inception in 2001 until it joined forces with the School of Music in 2005. He is now 
Professor of Composition and Head of the School of Music & Sonic Arts at Queen’s, in addition to 
the following external roles: Music Co-ordinator, International Computer Music Association (2003 - 
2007); At Large Director, International Computer Music Association (2003 - 2008); Director of 
Tyrone Guthrie Centre, Annamakerrig (2002-2012); External examining at Glasgow, Manchester, 
Lancaster, City, Maynooth, Trinity College Dublin. 

• Kiera Lloyd, Director of the Northern Ireland Bureau in China. Kiera Lloyd is the Director of the 
Northern Ireland (NI) Bureau in China, based in Beijing.  She took up post in September 2020. The 
Bureau represents the NI Executive, its Departments and their agencies and encourages and 
supports the work of other public bodies, councils, educational and commercial organisations 
doing business with, or hoping to do business with, Chinese organisations. The Bureau presents 
the Executive’s official policy on devolved matters to the Chinese central, provincial and municipal 
government organisations. It also represents the NI government and its agencies within the UK 
mission and seeks to ensure NI interests are reflected in the development and implementation of 
policy and programmes in China and between the UK and China.  Kiera has been in the Northern 
Ireland Civil Service for nearly 20 years, and her previous roles include Director of Secondary Care 
in the Department of Health, Head of Reducing Reoffending and Head of Youth Justice in the 
Department for Justice. Kiera has a Bachelor of Laws (Hons) degree from the University of 
Newcastle and a Master of Laws degree from Queens University Belfast.    

• Alistair Reid, Strategic Director, Place & Economy, Belfast City Council. Alistair Reid joined 
Belfast City Council in May 2018 and leads on Planning, Economic Development, Culture and 
Regeneration. An experienced and passionate city place maker, he was brought up in Edinburgh, 
studied in Glasgow, and has held a range of city development roles in Belfast, Bristol and 
Leicester. He is a successful leader of major projects in regeneration, highways, transportation, 
culture, community and physical development. Alistair is also a keen participant (cycling) and 
spectator of sport (football, rugby). He completed the 2018 Tour d’ Afrique, cycling 7,000 miles 
from Cairo to Cape Town. 
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Chaired by: 

Frank Slevin is a founding Chairman of UKNCC. Frank lived in Hong Kong for 17 years working at the forefront 
of the emergence of Chinese companies onto the international stage from the 1990’s. Formerly, he was 
Chairman of House of Fraser and Hamleys. He also chairs British Cycling and the Royal Society for Asian Affairs. 

The views expressed in the UKNCC Regional Debate Series are of each guest contributor and do not represent 
those of UKNCC as an organisation or of any individual associated with it. 

Written précis of debate: 

Kiera Lloyd noted that Northern has little in the way of overseas official presence independent from the UK, so 
the opening of a bureau in Beijing 7 years ago, only its 3rd worldwide, shows the importance that is given to the 
relationship.  Their strategy has been to not treat China as a single entity but prioritise provincial agreements, 
and encouraging local councils to pursue partnerships such as twinning with Chinese cities. This has tended to 
be focused in Northern China, as there is a commonality of industrial history with Northern Ireland, as well as 
shared post-industrial challenges. Despite the small size of Northern Ireland’s presence in Beijing, this strategy 
has been very successful, with trade trebling in the last decade, as well as a growing series of partnerships in 
Academia and Tourism. Going forward, Kiera concluded it will be about building on the relationships and finding 
areas where there is a common direction of travel, such as in renewables and sustainable agriculture  

Alistair Reid continued Kiera’s theme by noting that Northern Ireland- China relations had been largely built 
around two key pillars in recent years, the opening of the Chinese consulate in Belfast, and the growth of 
Northern Irish activities in the city of Shenyang. This has seen the opening of campuses by Queen’s Belfast and 
the University of Ulster in Shenyang, and currently there are 140 Northern Irish students studying in the city. 
Bombardier Northern Ireland has also opened a factory there. Whilst these two are key to Northern Ireland’s 
relationship with China, they want to move beyond this. The popularity of the Game of Thrones series in China, 
which was largely filmed in Northern Ireland, has helped boost tourists coming from China to the province. A 
good measure of that is the (pre-Covid) 300 cruise ships visiting each year, ships whose passengers are largely 
Chinese.  

Michael Alcorn pointed out that, whilst Northern Ireland had been slower than other UK regions at attracting 
Chinese students, there were now 1200 studying at Queens. They had also had one early success with the 
Shenzhen based Management campus. Now added to that was now a new campus in Shenyang. It has been 
important to find areas where Belfast can lead the cooperation and where China can. For example in the 
increasing importance of GDPR and anti-corruption in education, or the cross over between music and 
engineering, Belfast is leading an increasingly receptive China but in research into climate change Belfast is 
taking advantage of large Chinese investment in research on the topic. The University has also stressed how 
safe Ulster is, and how strong a pastoral offering they are willing to give- including chartered flights to bring 
students door to door.  

All three concluded by stressing the need for cooperation between different government bodies, and institutions 
for Northern Ireland to be successful in China, including focusing on the commercialisation of Northern Irish 
originated research and development.   

The full, unedited, recording of this panel discussion can be viewed at www.ukncc.org/debates 

Stay informed on the UKNCC: 

Twitter 	 	 @UkCommittee 
LinkedIn 	 www.linkedin.com/company/ukcommittee/ 
Web	 	 www.ukncc.org 
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