
Written précis of UKNCC Regional Debate Series 

Scotland, Tuesday, 13th April, 4pm 
By Zoom Webinar 

With the publication of the UK Government's Integrated Review in March 2021, UKNCC is hosting regional 
debates on what the review means for communities across the UK and their future engagement with China. 

The review, entitled 'Global Britain in a Competitive Age: the Integrated Review of Security, Defence, 
Development and Foreign Policy', sets out the UK Government's strategy for national security and foreign policy. 

This debate sets out to question and explore what are the implications for Scotland and its future engagement 
with China on matters of values, trade and investment and security: spanning politics, business and civil society. 

The UKNCC Regional Debate Series is designed to stimulate and amplify local voices, talents and perspectives 
on China related issues.  Each debate is recorded and reviewed by the UKNCC with the purpose of promoting 
regional perspectives, concerns and/or recommendations in the national debate on China.   

Panelists: 

• Wendy Alexander is Vice-Principal (International) of Dundee University and leads the University's 
international strategy and engagement.  She also represents the University at the highest levels of 
Government, industry, Higher Education and with alumni, both within the UK and overseas.  She is a 
member of Universities Scotland’s International Committee and serves on the Advisory Board of the 
UKNCC. 

• Professor Jane Duckett is Edward Caird Chair of Politics and Director of the Scottish Centre for China 
Research at the University of Glasgow. She is a Fellow of the British Academy (2016), the Royal Society of 
Edinburgh (2019), and the Academy of Social Sciences (2019). She is also a Guest Professor at Nankai 
University (Tianjin, China). In 2012 she received the Lord Provost of Glasgow Education Award. From 
2014-2017 she was President of the British Association for Chinese Studies. 

• Roddy Gow OBE is the Founder of the Asia Scotland Institute in Edinburgh, a pan Asian entity, with the 
mission of equipping Tomorrow’s Leaders in Scotland with the knowledge and skill to engage effectively with 
the Asian markets and improve links between Scotland and the Asian region. 

• Chris van der Kuyl is a Scottish entrepreneur whose expertise combines the start-up, development and 
market listed business arena in the technology, media and entertainment sectors.  He is perhaps best 
known for his business success at 4JStudios and ParsleyBox. 

Chaired by: 

Andrew Cainey is a founding Director of UKNCC and co-founder of Asiability. He has over 20 years’ 
experience advising companies and governments on China. Previous positions include Managing Partner of 
Booz & Company’s Greater China operations, Partner-in-charge for Asian Government Advisory with Tony Blair 
Associates and Partner leading the Asia-Pacific Financial Institutions Practice of Boston Consulting Group. He is 
a Senior Associate Fellow at RUSI and a non executive director of Schroder Asian Total Return Investment 
Company PLC. A graduate of Harvard Business School and Cambridge University he speaks French, German, 
Spanish and Mandarin. 

The views expressed in the UKNCC Regional Debate Series are of each guest contributor and do not represent 
those of UKNCC as an organisation or of any individual associated with it. 
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Written précis of debate 

The panel for this inaugural event discussed the question from three angles.  They looked first at how the 
Chinese state has evolved, then at how this impacts Scotland, and, finally, what capabilities Scotland needs to 
develop to engage properly with China.  

Roddy Gow started the discussion by highlighting the long-standing importance of Asia and China to Scotland 
and the need for greater understanding and discussion of this.  Going back the nineteenth century, Scots had 
played an important role in the UK’s activities in Asia and continues to offer opportunity.  

Jane Duckett pointed out, China and the ruling Chinese Communist Party have changed, especially since the 
accession of Xi Jinping as leader.  The Party has become more involved in business and daily life at home and 
China has become more assertive overseas. This latter point has several aspects to it: on the one hand, China is 
more active in peace keeping and in the UN, but on the other hand it is more willing to censor or ban critical 
foreign academics from entering China, and placing ever greater pressure on diaspora Chinese communities to 
act as extensions of the Chinese state. China also appears to be building a sphere of influence that spans as far 
as Africa and Eastern Europe with the Belt and Road Initiative, and its dominant position in the Asian 
Infrastructure Investment Bank.  

This political evolution of China’s capability and intent is mirrored by the emergence of its tech sector in the last 
30 years, according to Chris Van Der Kuyl. In the 1990s China was a small market, but an attractive location for 
low-cost manufacturing. Since then, various Chinese tech ‘superpowers’ such as  Tencent and Huawei have 
emerged, and China has in many areas achieved parity with the West in its technology capabilities. Chris also 
stressed that this is not simply a product of technology transfer or IP theft. It has been driven also by true 
innovation. He noted that this technology success has led to scrutiny, such as with Huawei’s 5G offering. Whilst 
some of this scrutiny has been about legitimate concerns over the interface between Chinese companies and 
the Communist Party, some of it is a ‘phoney war’ tactic to combat the growing capabilities of Chinese tech.  
Chris also noted that, following its acquisition of Skyscanner,  CTrip has followed a more hands-off and 
supportive approach to management than has been the case with US-led acquisitions.  

Wendy Alexander reflected this theme throughout the discussion of responding to a changing China.  She noted 
that China has been an economic superpower for a while and is now beginning to act like one. In response to 
the Integrated Review’s call to increase the UK’s China-facing capabilities, she agreed with the need for a robust 
approach, but said that this must not be a process of disengagement, and that we should not overstate our 
reliance on China.  She noted that Chinese students are a smaller percentage of foreign students in the UK than 
is the case in other Anglophone nations. Wendy stressed how strong the UK’s soft power is in education, media 
and sports, and that we should encourage the growth of joint institutions. In the case of Scotland specifically, 
she thought that it was good that there are many Confucius Institutes, and that access to learning about China 
would make people better able to engage with China, be they hawks or doves.  

The panel concluded by reflecting on both the opportunities and the challenges China represents, going 
forward.  Jane Duckett stressed that it is not enough to just reiterate our values in the face of China, but that 
Scotland must also strengthen its institutions to meet this challenge. Wendy Alexander saw that the educating 
of the Chinese middle classes was one of the best answers to the challenge of China, as it would help fulfil their 
desire for greater freedoms. Roddy Gow wanted to see Scottish institutions take a more joined up approach, 
especially in exploiting the opportunity of the potential migration of Hong Kong BNO passport holders to the UK.   
In concluding, Chris Van Der Kuyl noted that one of the best ways that Scotland can strengthen itself to meet 
the China challenge is by strengthening its talent development and retention in tech, as well as making sure 
Scottish innovations are commercialised in Scotland. The full, unedited, recording of this panel discussion can 
be viewed at www.ukncc.org/debates 

Stay informed on the UKNCC: 
Twitter 	 	 @UkCommittee 
LinkedIn 	 www.linkedin.com/company/ukcommittee/ 
Web	 	 www.ukncc.org 
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