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This is the virtual version of a walking tour
through the Cemetery that I did on

a regular basis for many years, and is an
update to the Pioneer Physician exhibit
on our website that Dr. Kent Perryman

did about a decade ago.
It is a salute to the physicians who had so
little to work with yet so many medical
challenges, at a time when knowledge of 
the cause of diseases, was absent…and
safe surgery unknown and anesthesia

only in its very early stages.
Dr. Bob LaPerriere



This virtual tour is in  Memory of Dr. Irma 
West, a brilliant, prolific and always curious 
Physician who died in 2017 at age 99.  Many of 
her articles can be found on our Medical 
Museum Website.  As a member of our Medical 
Society’s Historical Committee, who toured the 
City Cemetery in the 1980’s,  her curiosity led 
her to research over 70 of our early 
physicians…which led her to write a booklet 
and also do an annual  “Medical Bag” tour, 
which I took over for her a number of years 
ago.  All of the biographical information in this 
virtual tour is from the research of Dr. West.



The Cholera Epidemic
of 1850…

Let us especially
remember 17 early Physicians



I often think of 17 physicians that were here during the gold rush…those 
are the 17 who gave up their lives to care for their patients in the fall of 
1850, when a cholera epidemic invaded Sacramento, claiming 1% of the 
population daily for 3 weeks…a total of 1,000 deaths in Sacramento and 
up to another 4,000 in the foothills.  These 17 physicians stayed to care 
for their patients during an epidemic that killed 50% of those afflicted, 
often within 24 hours of onset.  And they were young…generally in their 
twenties and thirties.  We know little about most of them, including where 
they are buried…likely with the 1,000 Sacramentans who died with them, 
wherever they may be. The resting place of only one, Dr. Pliney Green, is 
known and marked with a tombstone. 

We have erected a memorial to these brave physicians adjacent to John 
Sutter’s memorial at the entrance to the Sacramento Historic City 
Cemetery. 



Jesse Haycock
Sept. 11, 1814  -  Oct. 26, 1850

Jesse was not a physician, but his gravesite 
is the only one with a marker noting his 
death from Cholera in 1850, during the  

epidemic.  So it is a constant reminder of  
that disease…that epidemic…and of the 

dedicated physicians who died while 
caring for their patients.



Jesse Haycock grew up in Milltown and eventually operated a ferry there 

prior to 1835 but left for Boston, Mass. in Oct 1837 to work  in the lumber 

industry. Later he fell on hard times and went broke. About 1849 he left for 

Califonia on the SS California, a Pacific Mail Steamer and the first 

steamship to arrive in San Fransico on 10 Oct 1849 with 339 passengers 

and no mail. Jesse secured his fortune there then returned to Boston to 

pay off his debts. Because of this he was known as "Honest Jesse”. 

Jesse moved with his family to Sacramento, California in 1850, but in 

October he succumbed to cholera during the October Epidemic.



The only
gravemarker

at the
City

Cemetery
stating

“Died of
Cholera”





Memorial to the cholera victims, dated 1852. 

We have no knowledge of who placed this 
memorial or its history, and currently 
only the top portion is above ground. 

It is located in the back area near the City 
maintained Veterans Cemetery that is 
part of the Sacramento City Historic 

Cemetery. 

Nor do we have any knowledge or 
evidence that this is the area where 
the 1,000 Sacramentans who died 

of cholera in 1850 are buried.



Pliney Greene, MD
1808 - 1850



Dr. Green was one of 17 
doctors who died of 

cholera while taking care 
of victims of the 1850 
epidemic. He was the 
only one among them 

with his own grave and 
headstone and is 

buried in Pioneer Grove. 



FOR THE 48 HOURS ENDING 8 P. M. LAST EVENING, From the Records kept by E. S. Youmans, 
Undertaker. Nov. 1—Celia Emma Aldrich, 2, cholera infantum do Dr. Robert McNamer, 27, N Y, 
cholera do Mr Hilderbrand, 30, Missouri, cholera do Dr Green, 42, Miss, cholera do Bethnell 
Tomlinson, 24, Mich, cholera do John E. Reed, Miss, cholera do Wm Fields, 30, Mobile, cholera 
do Stranger (a female) cholera do Stranger (colored) do Stranger, cholera Nov. 2—Wm M Crexim, 
32, N J, cholera do G W Kimball, 26, cholera do Nathan B Taft, 24, Mich, cholera do Truman 
Eggleston, 36, Ohio, cholera do Mr Bryer, 18, Germany, cholera do R H Hale,26, Tenn, cholera do 
Mr Nelson, Indiana do James Garey, New Zealand, cholera do J M Lowall, 40, Tennessee, cholera 
do Hulbert, 28 Ohio, cholera do John Roachford, 30, lowa, cholera do Hart Tomlinson, 22, Mich, 
cholera do John Warbass, 21, N J, Cholera do Mrs Harriet Wilcox, 21, Oregon, cholera Nov. 3—
Wm Jump, England, cholera do Benjamin Barker; 21, Boston, cholera do Francis Green, 22, 
Mass, cholera do Miss Frederica Locke, 25, N Y; cholera do Stranger, (Mexican), cholera do F H 
Whittier. 28, Boston, diarrhrea do Mr Isaacs, 35, Poland, diarrhrea do Stranger, (a German), 
cholera do Benjamin Martin, 48, Ohio, cholera do Henry Archdale, 35, Mich, cholera do E B 
Cone, Missouri, cholera do Wm Irwin, Missouri, cholera do Thos W Moran, 40, Missouri, dropsy 
do William Heath, 40, England, cholera do W E Shannon, 28, Steuben Co NY, chol 

From the Record kept by J W. Hansel & Co. Undertakers.

Sacramento Transcript, Volume 2, Number 9, 4 November 1850

Note the 30 other cases of cholera as cause of death in just this 48 hour period. 



The Lamb is
the symbol
of a burial 

site of a child
or infant.



THE FOUNTAIN FAMILY



This plot showcases the effects of the myriad of infectious diseases in the 19th 
century.  Childhood diseases, most of which are now prevented by immunizations 

or treatable with antibiotics, killed numerous children. In addition, there were 
many other infectious diseases we do not see now, due to today’s sanitation, 

hygiene, and control of the vectors which spread such disease.  Here we see a 
family who suffered the death of 6 children over a 15 year period, in addition to a 
21 year old son from typhoid. The adult members of the family lived into their 50’s 

to 70’s.

Charles B. 20 y, 2 mo, 7d - Remittent fever
Iola 13 yr, 8 mo,  8 days - Typhoid pneumona
Pearl 9 years, 20 days - Typhoid pneumonia
Roy Allen 4 y, 6 mo, 26 days - Typhoid fever
James Willie2 years, 3 months  - Diphtheria

Effie 1 year, 7 months - Meningitis

         Note the lifespans down to days…this certainly suggests that with the hazards in the frontier every day 
was sacred and precious.



The Fountain Family
are buried in the

area designated as
Page 75 in the

Sacramento City
History Cemetery

listing of
burials



William Hatch, MD
1821-1888





Dr. Hatch was an outstanding scholar who 
received a Master's degree at 19 and a medical 

degree from New York University at 23. He 
practiced medicine in Wisconsin before coming 
to Sacramento in 1853 with his wife and family. 
On the way, they lost all their possessions in a 
shipwreck near Bolinas Bay. He established a 

prosperous practice at 56 K Street.



Dr. Hatch's home was in Charlottesville, Virginia, just two miles down the road from Thomas 
Jefferson's farm. Dr. Hatch's father was an Episcopal clergyman who served as chaplain to the 
U.S. senate for twelve years. When Dr. Hatch was a toddler, his father held him on his shoulder 
so he could see Thomas Jefferson, General lafayette and other famous Revolutionary figures 
as they passed by the house. Dr. Hatch served as the first president of the Sacramento Society 
for Medical Improvement and was re-elected five times. Physicians had established medical 
organizations in Sacramento three times since 1850, but they all fell by the wayside. In 1868, 
with Dr. Hatch at the helm, the group survived. 

Dr. Hatch was the first president of the City Board of Health and served on the Board for 22 
years. He was elected secretary of the State Board of Health in 1876 and served until his 
death. These positions involved no pay but required much time and work. An accomplished 
writer and speaker, his words survive in the State Health and Safety Code, for he had a big 
hand in writing early legislation. He was also a professor in the Medical Department at UCSF. 
Education was one of his primary interests. He was Commissioner of Schools, City and County 
Superintendent of Schools, and a member of the Board of Education. 
Dr. Hatch maintained an active practice until his death from complications of tuberculosis on 
October 6, 1888, leaving his wife and five children.





Thomas Muldrup Logan, MD
1808 - 1876 



Dr. Logan was the most widely known 
of the physicians who came to the 
Sacramento area during the gold rush. 
His voyage from New Orleans to San 
Francisco on a storm tossed schooner 
took nine months. He had practiced in 
Charleston and New Orleans after 
receiving his MD from the Medical 
College of South Carolina in 1828. He 
was well traveled, fluent in French, 
and studied epidemics in Europe, 
particularly cholera. He was a member 
of five European medical 
organizations including the 
International Medical Congress.





Dr 
Logan 



Painting done by 
Dr. Thomas Logan 

for the   
State Agricultural 

Exhibition



While looking for gold at Coloma, Dr. Logan was drawn to Sacramento to help with 
the devastating cholera epidemic of October 1850. Subsequently he became the 
prime mover promoting badly needed public health measures. He was active in 
establishing the City and the State Boards of health and is credited with reviving the 
State Medical Society, becoming president in 1870. He was appointed Secretary of 
the State Board of Health in 1869 and in this capacity hosted the first western 
meeting of the American Medical Association (AMA) in San Francisco in 1871 where 
the delegates arrived on the new transcontinental railroad. Dr. Logan was elected 
president of the AMA at its 1972 meeting when his resolution to acknowledge the 
right of women to study and practice medicine failed to pass. Dr. Logan was present 
at the first AMA meeting in 1847. 

The office and residence of Dr. Logan were in the Fratt Building which still stands at 
2nd and K Streets. The first and subsequent meetings of the State Board of Health 
were held there until the Capitol was completed. 



Dr. Logan was a prolific writer and an artist, illustrating his medical reports and 
providing colored engravings of California produce to advertise the State Fair. He 
chronicled the medical history of Sacramento in many letters and published reports. 
In a letter to his brother he described the plight of the 1300 or more physicians who 
were among approximately 150,000 gold seekers arriving in the Sacramento area 
about 1850. 

All physicians, qualified and otherwise, were held in low repute primarily because 
charlatans were fleecing sick miners by charging exorbitant prices for fake services. 
The poor could not pay for medical care. Doctors could be seen working in 
boarding houses, monte tables, bar rooms and digging ditches to supplement their 
earnings. Much of what is known about the devastating cholera epidemic of 1850 
was written by Dr. Logan who included a touching tribute to all of Sacramento’s 
legitimate doctors who did not flee the city during the cholera epidemic but stayed 
to care for the victims. Seventeen physicians died in the process. 



California’s first meteorologist was Dr. Logan who kept meticulous weather data for 
Sacramento using instruments provided by the Smithsonian Institution. His records were 
accepted by the U.S. Weather Bureau when it was established in 1870. He studied local 
topography. He was hoping his data would explain the causes of disease epidemics. Dr. 
Logan collected mortality and morbidity data for the Gold Rush area from physicians, 
undertakers and coroners, becoming the State’s pioneer epidemiologist. His information 
was kept by the State Board of Health and initiated the State’s vital statistics program. 

Dr. Logan was Professor of Hygiene at the Medical Department of the University of 
California and held a similar position at Willamette University at Salem, Oregon. 
Pneumonitis took the life of Dr. Logan following a chill he experienced as he walked 
home from a Board of Health meeting. He rests in the State Plot at Sacramento’s Old 
City Cemetery with early governors and other State officials. He was survived by his son, 
Thomas Logan Jr. MD who practiced in Columbia, Alabama, and his second wife, Mary 
Greely. A few years ago two physicians married to each other visited his grave. They had 
discovered a common ancestor in Dr. Logan. 



Logan
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Obed Harvey, MD





Dr. Harvey was born in New York in 1825, and studied medicine in New York and Illinois, 
graduating with honors.  He was lured to Placerville in August,1850, where he practiced 
medicine until 1869. He was elected to the State Senate for three terms and later to the 
State Assembly.

Dr. Harvey took a ship from San Francisco to Panama, crossed the Isthmus, then booked 
passage on the Central America, a top of the line side-wheeler that carried 477 passengers 
and 101 crew members. He was headed to the American Medical Association meeting in 
the east.  

Mountainous waves and a heavy, hurricane swept sea swamped the Central America and it 
went down off Cape Hatteras, near North Carolina. Dr. Harvey was washed into the water, 
struggling to keep afloat. At last the crew from an approaching ship heard his call in the 
darkness and soon it was alongside the tired but thankful Obed Harvey. Told of the terrible 
tragedy, the captain of the ship searched for survivors and forty-nine, including Harvey, 
were taken to New York.  The unlucky others, approximately 425 of them, drowned. His 
appearance on the floor of the American Medical Association meeting, as the delegate from 
the state of California drew a standing ovation



In 1869 he moved to Sacramento County, and relinquishing his medical practice 
devoted his time to his large and varied farm interests. Dr. Harvey built a town 
according to the laws of 1869, which stated that anyone could create a town by 
having the area surveyed and selling lots. That town is now known as Galt

Addendum: The Central America was estimated to be carrying at least 6,000 pounds 
of gold from California’s gold fields.  It was salvaged in the 1980’s, at a depth of 
8,000 feet. One coin was valued at $100,000 and one gold bar sold for $8 million.  



The SS Central America from a lithograph in
Frank Leslie’s Illustrated Newspaper, October 3, 1857.



Two
fascinating

books
about

the
Central 
America



Gustave H. Douglas, MD



Dr. Douglas was a
member of the

State Legislature
in the early1920’s



The diplomas of both
Dr. G.H. Douglas, and

his wife, Dr. Anna
Douglas are in the

Doctor’s
Office in our

Medical Museum



Dr. Douglas was born in New York, studied medicine in Vienna, had his formal 
medical education at Harvard, moved to Chicago, then to Grants Pass, Oregon 
and later to Portland.  He played an active part in the fight agains influenza 
throughout the State,and suffered an attack of the flu towards the end of the 
epidemic which impaired his health so greatly that he had to give up the practice 
of medicine.  He moved to Crescent City and was Assemblyman for the first 
assembly district, at which time he introduced the bill to appropriate money for 
the Klamath River Bridge in DelNorte County, which was a necessity to connect 
northern California to Route 1, just 45 miles south of the California Oregon 
border.  $225,000 was approved on May 25, 1933 though the contract cost 
$391,000.  Unfortunately he had died two months previously, but because of his 
persistent efforts before his death the bridge was built and named after him…the 
G.H. Douglas Bridge.  For its time it was a unique structure, almost 1,200 feet 
long, the largest structure of its kind in the California Highway System, and 
probably the largest reinforced concrete arch bridge in the world, built with piers 
resting on timber pile foundations.
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Anna R. Douglas, MD





Dr. Anna Steurnagel Douglas was a
teacher prior to entering Medical

School.  Her diploma from Teacher’s
College is also in our Museum

Collection.  

Note that both of the Dr. Douglas’s
Medical School Diplomas are
signed by all their instructors.



The Dr.’s Douglas’s are one of only two known husband and 
wife physicians in the City Cemetery.  Each of their Medical 

School Diplomas can be seen at the SSVMS Museum of 
Medical History.  They have adjacent burials in the State Plot, 

which is reserved for California State Officials.



Ridgley Greathouse, MD
1802 - 1852



Dr. Greathouse was born in 
Shelbeyville, Kentucky, 
graduated from college and 
studied medicine under Dr. 
Moses Sheridan. He received 
his MD in Lexington, Kentucky 
and returned to a practice in 
Shelbyville. Dr. Greathouse 
was visiting his son, Clarence, 
in San Francisco when he 
heeded a call for physicians in 
Sacramento to help with the 
cholera outbreak where he 
contacted the disease and 
died.



Relatives of 
Dr. Greathouse
erected a new
marker as the
original one
 (to the left)

had been 
damaged or
vandalized 

many years ago. 



Dr. Greathouse did not live to see his talented attorney son acquire the controlling 
interest and become the editor of the San Francisco Chronicle, or in 1887, accept the 
post of Consul General of Japan. Clarence later accepted an offer from the King of 
Korea to serve as Legal Consul to the Throne. Dr. Greathouse had other prominent 
relatives. Three nephews, George, Henry and Ridgley Greathouse established a stage 
line from Shasta City and other cities in northern California. They mined near Yreka, 
where they owned a bank and other enterprises. During the Civil War, Ridgley 
Greathouse and another Confiderate sympathizer obtained a schooner, the J. M. 
Chapman, which they planned to outfit as a privateer. It would capture the steamers 
coming out of San Francisco Bay laden with gold from California and silver from 
Nevada which would be delivered to the Confederacy. Union sympathizers alerted the 
Union Navy which sent a sloop to board the Chapman and arrest the crew. Ridgley 
was sent to Alcatraz for 10 years and subsequently moved to Fort Lafayett in New 
York where he escaped to Canada and then to England. Another nephew, Lucien 
Philip Greathouse, was the youngest of Colonels in the Union Army. He was killed in 
the battle of Atlanta at age 22. Orders promoting him to Brevet Brigadier General were 
received a day after his death. 


