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Cemetery

History Committee visits City

By Irma West, MD

Society History Committee members
recently visited the City Cemetery at
10th and Broadway to learn more about
Sacramento’s medical past. Well-deser-
ving of its status as an official state
historical landmark, the cemetery dates
back to 1849 when Captain John Sutter
donated 10 acres of land to the city.

Since then about 38 acres have been
added to accommodate about 17,000
Sacramentans interred there, including a
group of pioneer physicians remarkable
for their contributions to the medical and
public health history of the city.

Thomas Logan, MD

The most prestigious physician
gravesite viewed by the History
Committee was that of Thomas Logan,
MD, 1808-1876. He is the only
physician buried in the State Plot with
Govemors and other officials, which is
directly past the main gate. Dr. Logan’s
contributions to medicine and public
health are nationwide.
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After receiving his medical degree
from the Medical College of South Caro-
lina he spent a year in Europe pursuing
medical studies and became an expert on
cholera. A charter member of the AMA
in 1947, Dr. Logan sailed into San
Francisco in 1850 in search of gold.

He arrived in Sacramento as the
cholera epidemic of 1850 was underway.
He never reached the gold fields. Dr.
Logan became the best-known physician
in the West because of his writings and
wide-ranging contributions to medicine
and other fields. His collection of
meteorological data made him the first
“weather bureau” in the West and his
records were later adopted as the official
records of the U.S. Weather Bureau. He
also gathered the first mortality data for
the Pacific Coast.

In 1868 he wrote the first medical
history of Sacramento. He was the prime
mover in establishing the medical organ-
izations of Sacramento and the State as
well as the formation of the Sacramento
and the California Boards of Health. Dr.
Logan was elected President of the
American Medical Association in 1872.

Frederick W. Hatch, MD

The headstone of Frederick W. Hatch,
MD, 1821-1888 is a short walk to the
left after entering the main gate of the
cemetery. Dr. Hatch came to Sacramento
from Virginia in 1853 after receiving his
medical degree from New York
University Medical School.

Dr. Hatch worked closely with Dr.
Logan in promoting the medical and
public health interests of the State and
community. He also had a great interest
in public education and became Commis-
sioner and Superintendent of Schools,
1854-56. Dr. Hatch served as the first
President of the Sacramento Society for
Medical Improvement (Sacramento-El
Dorado Medical Society) from 1868-74.

Dr. Hatch also served as the first
president of the Sacramento Board of
Health and the Secretary of the
California State Board of Health.

Henry L. Nichols, MD, 18231915, is
buried in his family plot about one-half
block to the right of the Cemetery main
gate. He was a physician of wide-ranging |
talents and contributions, both inside and
outside medicine.

Dr. Nichols received his degree from
Maine Medical School and came to
Sacramento in 1853. He was one of the
11 physicians who organized the Sacra-
mento Society for Medical Improvement
and became its President in 1885.

An active community member, Dr.
Nichols served as President of the Board
of Supervisors and ex-officio Mayor in
1858. His report, “Water Supply of
Sacramento” initiated a clean water
supply for the City. From 1867 to 1871
Dr. Nichols served as California
Secretary of State.

Henry L. Nichols, MD \
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