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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 

April 26, 2026 

75
th

 Anniversary Service 

 

 
  

  

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 
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Website Address: 

www.holyspiritsecane.org 

Church Email: 

Holyspiritsecane@verizon.net 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 9am – 2pm 

 

To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn, and need comfort; to all who are 

friendless and need friendship; to all who are homeless, and need sheltering love; to all who 

pray, and to all who do not pray; to all who sin and need a Savior; to whomsoever will, this 

church opens wide its doors and in the name of Jesus Christ, says Welcome! 

 

Welcome to Holy Spirit!  Thank you for joining us today to worship the Living God!  Through 

prayer, music, the proclamation of God’s word and the sharing of a meal together we offer 

praise to God!  Please come again and invite others to come with you.  You are always 

welcome here at Holy Spirit! 

 

We welcome the participation of all in worship.  This worship bulletin is inclusive and contains 

the order of worship and all music you will need to participate.  We sit and stand where 

indicated (*) in reverence to God; do what is comfortable for you.  The people respond where 

indicated in boldface type. 

 

A: Assisting Minister   C: Congregation  P: Presiding Minister 

 

If you are having difficulty reading the bulletin, we have enlarged print bulletins available.  

Please ask the usher.  

 

Visitors, please fill out a communion card and place in the offering plate. 

Members, please fill out a communion card at least once per month and place in the offering 

plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION 

“KNOW CHRIST!  GROW!  SPREAD GOD’S LOVE!”

http://www.holyspiritsecane.org/
mailto:Holyspiritsecane@verizon.net
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME, WORSHIP NOTES, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

+ GATHERING + 

 

Welcome to Holy Spirit Lutheran Church! 

 

Thank you for joining us today as we celebrate 75 years of sharing God’s 

love and our faith with the community. 

 

This celebration would be remiss if we did not think back to the brave and 

faithful men and women who started Holy Spirit 75 years ago and the 

many devoted followers who have continued to share God’s message.  

 

Starting in a basement and eventually moving into this wonderful worship 

space but always faithfully spreading God’s wonderful message. 

 

The life of this congregation has been filled with both laughter and tears 

over the years but the one constant has been the view of Holy Spirit as a 

place of hope. A place to forget about the stresses of the world.  

 

We thank you for participating in this very important day in the life of 

Holy Spirit. 
 

 

(Please stand as you are able) 

GREETING 

P:  Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

C:  Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
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*GATHERING HYMN      ELW 532 

 
          (Cont’d) 
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*THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

by whose hand we are given new birth,  

by whose speaking we are given new life. 

C:  Amen. 

 
(A:  Water is poured into the font.) 

P:  Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are welcomed, forgiven, and restored 

as citizens of the new creation. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

 

C:  Holy God, 

holy and merciful, 

holy and mighty, 

you are the river of life, 

you are the everlasting wellspring. 

In mercy and might you have freed us from death 

and raised us with Jesus, the firstborn of the dead. 
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P:  In baptismal waters, through the power of the Holy Spirit,  

our sins are washed away, we are ☩ forgiven, 

and in them we are born anew. 

C: Wash away our sin and all that separates us from you. 

Empower our witness to your resurrection. 

 

A:  Strengthen our resolve in seeking justice for all. 

Satisfy the world’s need through this living water. 

Where drought dries the earth, bring refreshment. 

Where despair prevails, grant hope. 

Where chaos reigns, bring peace. 

We ask this through Jesus the Christ,  

who with you and the Holy Spirit reigns forever. 

C:  Amen.  
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SONG OF PRAISE 

 
           (Cont’d) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

O God our shepherd, you know your sheep by name and lead us to 

safety through the valleys of death. Guide us by your voice, that we 

may walk in certainty and security to the joyous feast prepared in 

your house, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C:    Amen. 

+ WORD + 

 

FIRST READING:  Acts 2:42-47 
42 [The baptized] devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and 

fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. 

  43 Awe came upon everyone because many wonders and signs were 

being done through the apostles. 44 All who believed were together and 

had all things in common; 45 they would sell their possessions and goods 

and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 Day by day, as they 

spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home and ate 

their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the 

goodwill of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number 

those who were being saved. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 23 

 1 The LORD is my shepherd; 

  I shall not be in want. 

 2 The LORD makes me lie down in green pastures 

  and leads me beside still waters. 
 3 You restore my soul, O LORD, 

  and guide me along right pathways for your name’s sake. 



P a g e  | 10 

 

 4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I 

shall fear no evil; 

  for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they comfort me.  
 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies; 

  you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is running over. 

 6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, 

  and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever.  

 

(Please stand, as you are able) 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 
*GOSPEL               John 10:1-10 

P:  The holy gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 1 “Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the 

sheepfold by the gate but climbs in by another way is a thief and a 

bandit. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The 

gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep hear his voice. He calls 

his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all 

his own, he goes ahead of them, and the sheep follow him because they 

know his voice. 5 They will not follow a stranger, but they will run from 

him because they do not know the voice of strangers.” 6 Jesus used this 

figure of speech with them, but they did not understand what he was 

saying to them. 
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  7 So again Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, I am the gate for 

the sheep. 8 All who came before me are thieves and bandits, but the sheep 

did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. Whoever enters by me will be saved 

and will come in and go out and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 

steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may have life and have it 

abundantly.” 

 

P:  The gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Please be seated) 

 

SERMON     Rev. Christopher Drummond 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

HYMN OF THE DAY       ELW 650 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
(Please remain standing) 

 

*PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(response after:  Merciful God.) 
 C:  receive our prayer. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
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We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be with you’. 

 

“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH” 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father, siblings all are we 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow, 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 
(Please be seated) 

OFFERING: 

A:    We worship through our tithes and offering.  Now let us joyfully 

respond to God’s goodness, through our personal giving.   
It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit 

continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in 

advance for their generous giving.  Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox 

or mailed in. 
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*OFFERTORY        ELW 654 
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+ TABLE + 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray: 

A: Merciful God, 

accept the fruits of our labor, gathered to give you glory.  You have set a 

table before us, a glimpse of that great day when we will hunger and thirst 

no more.  Nourish us with the body and blood of Jesus, that goodness and 

mercy may follow us and bless the world you love.  In the name of Jesus, 

Amen. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

P:  It is indeed right……….we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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P:  Blessed are you, O God of the universe. […]  Do this for the 

remembrance of me. 

 

With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to 

life as we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

C:  Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

P:  O God of resurrection and new life: reveal yourself to us in the 

breaking of the bread. Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of 

bread and wine. Breathe ☩ new life into us.  

C:  Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.  
 

P:  Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ, in the unity of the Holy 

Spirit, to you be honor, glory and praise, forever and ever.  

C: Amen. 
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P:  Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

P:  Alleluia!  Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

C:  Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia! 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  These are the gifts of God for all of you—the people of God. Take 

them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your 

hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 
In Holy Communion, we encounter the Real Presence of Jesus Christ as we 

reverently receive the consecrated bread and wine.  Everyone is invited to receive 

this Sacrament—without exception; however, if you would prefer a blessing, please 

cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will know to give you a blessing.  

Communion is received down the center aisle, and gluten free bread is available. 

Prepackaged communion cups are also available at the back of the church before 

the service begins. Please discard your cups on the way out.  Thank you. 
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DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 

COMMUNION HYMN      ELW 496 

 
 

(Please stand as you are able) 
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*P:  May the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ ☩ strengthen you 

and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

A: Holy One, 

through this meal you have made your home among us and are making all 

things new.  Send us now to speak peace to anxious hearts, to love our 

enemies, and to bring your healing to the nations.  In the name of Jesus, 

C:  Amen. 

+ SENDING + 

 

*FINAL BLESSING 
P:  Please bow your heads. […] And the blessing of our most-loving God: 

☩ Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life be with you this day and 

always. 

C:  Amen. 

 

 

 

 
Celebrating 75 Years 

1951-2026 
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*SENDING HYMN       ELW 576 

 
 

*DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

C:  Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia! 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 



P a g e  | 21 

 

Mar’s Income:   $ 12,458 (Includes 75
th

 Anniv. donations)   

Mar’s Expense:  $  7,512  Average Attendance:  25 

 

ALTAR FLOWERS are dedicated to the Glory of God in memory of my 

parents, Mike and Rose Grossi on their wedding anniversary by Debbie 

Gruhler and in honor of Kim Christensen’s birthday by her family. 

 

MINISTERS – ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD 

Scheduled to serve 4/26    Scheduled to serve 5/3 

Alan S. – Assisting Minister   Meghan G. – Assisting Minister 

Klines – Ushers     Gary P. - Usher 

Downey/Deemer – Counters   Gary P./Volunteer - Counter 

Barb S.- Altar      Donna D. - Altar 

 

*******************WEEKLY CALENDAR*************** 

Mon, Apr 27 6:30pm – Girl Scouts (Mtg Rm) 

Wed, Apr 29   Homeless Meal 

7:30pm - AA (Hall) 

Thu, Apr 30   7:00pm – AA (Hall) 

Sat, May 2 10:00am – AA (Hall) 

 11:00am – DA (Mtg Rm) 

Sun, May 3 10:15am–Worship  Service 

 12:30am – Song of Praise 
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************PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS********* 

Healing: 
Annie Berner      Jackie Bernduer White 

Eileen Maloney      Jackie Dewitt 

Lisa McDonough     Maureen Colahan 

Hugh Mullarkey      John Turner 

Lois Saunders      Lynn McGrane 

Betty Lake       Sue Thomas 

Anne Rainsford      Jean Cilurso 

Dolores Maurer      Phyllis Horton 

Marie Schall      Lou Vallies 

Geralyn Gerakaris     Linda Martin 

Joan & Harry Chaykun    Bill McVian 

Nikki Miller      Suzie Thomas 

       

(If you would like to add someone to the prayer list for May, please call 

the office) 

Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Ruth 

Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Diane Kuhn, Hank Kuhn, Janet Kline, Dudley 

Henriques, Gerilyn Gerakaris, and Bob Kerns. 

Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and 

emergency services personnel. 

 
 

WiW 

HOMELESS MEAL – Wednesday, April 29
th.  See Nancy or Gary 

on how you can help.  DONATIONS ARE NEEDED!  Thank you. 

 
COUNTERS NEEDED – We are in need of one or two counters for the 

first week of the month.  If you are able to volunteer for this, please call 

the office.
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Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and Nursery School 

2545 Franklin Avenue, Secane, PA  19018 

Office: 610-544-2707 

 

 

OUR STAFF 

 

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

Pastor – The Rev. Christopher Drummond 

Director of Music – Samuel Stevenson 

Office Secretary – Jeanne Warner 

 

Holy Spirit Nursery School 

Pre-K Teacher – Nancy Harris 

Teaching Assistant – Colleen Hall 

Pre-School & MMO Teacher – Shelly Avila 

Teaching Assistant – Michelle Brackin 

 

 
Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  

Hymns reprinted with All Rights Reserved by CCL1 License #11180714 and One 

License #A-723202
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