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Website Address: 

www.holyspiritsecane.org 

Church Email: 

Holyspiritsecane@verizon.net 

Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday 9am – 2pm 

 

To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn, and need comfort; to all who are 

friendless and need friendship; to all who are homeless, and need sheltering love; to all who 

pray, and to all who do not pray; to all who sin and need a Savior; to whomsoever will, this 

church opens wide its doors and in the name of Jesus Christ, says Welcome! 

 

Welcome to Holy Spirit!  Thank you for joining us today to worship the Living God!  Through 

prayer, music, the proclamation of God’s word and the sharing of a meal together we offer 

praise to God!  Please come again and invite others to come with you.  You are always 

welcome here at Holy Spirit! 

 

We welcome the participation of all in worship.  This worship bulletin is inclusive and contains 

the order of worship and all music you will need to participate.  We sit and stand where 

indicated (*) in reverence to God; do what is comfortable for you.  The people respond where 

indicated in boldface type. 

 

A: Assisting Minister   C: Congregation  P: Presiding Minister 

 

If you are having difficulty reading the bulletin, we have enlarged print bulletins available.  

Please ask the usher.  

 

Visitors, please fill out a communion card and place in the offering plate. 

Members, please fill out a communion card at least once per month and place in the offering 

plate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION 

“KNOW CHRIST!  GROW!  SPREAD GOD’S LOVE!”

http://www.holyspiritsecane.org/
mailto:Holyspiritsecane@verizon.net
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

+ GATHERING + 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at 

baptism, as the presiding minister begins. 

 

P: In the name of the ☩ Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life.  

Amen.  
  

P: Let us recite together the Great Commandment. 

  

Jesus said, 

C: “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our 

God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The 

second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other 

commandment greater than these.” 
 

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 

us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our 

sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. 

We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we 

have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you 

with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
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renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in 

your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  
 

P: Almighty God, in mercy and love, has given God’s Son to become one 

of us, to die and rise again in glory for us and, for Jesus’ sake, forgives us 

all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the ☩ name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life. 

C: Amen. 

 

*GATHERING HYMN: My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less (Verses 1-3)  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:   Let us pray. O God, with all your faithful followers of every age, 

we praise you, the rock of our life.  

C:   Be our strong foundation and form us into the body of your 

Son, that we may gladly minister to all the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 

(Please be seated) 

+ WORD + 

 

FIRST READING: Isaiah 51:1-6 

 1 Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

  you who seek the LORD. 

 Look to the rock from which you were hewn 

  and to the quarry from which you were dug. 

 2 Look to Abraham your father 

  and to Sarah, who bore you, 

 for he was but one when I called him, 

  but I blessed him and made him many. 

 3 For the LORD will comfort Zion; 

  he will comfort all her waste places 

 and will make her wilderness like Eden, 

  her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

 joy and gladness will be found in her, 

  thanksgiving and the voice of song. 

 4 Listen to me, my people, 

  and give heed to me, my nation, 

 for a teaching will go out from me 

  and my justice for a light to the peoples. 

 5 I will bring near my deliverance swiftly; 

  my salvation has gone out, 

  and my arms will rule the peoples; 
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 the coastlands wait for me, 

  and for my arm they hope. 

 6 Lift up your eyes to the heavens 

  and look at the earth beneath, 

 for the heavens will vanish like smoke, 

  the earth will wear out like a garment, 

  and those who live on it will die like gnats, 

 but my salvation will be forever, 

  and my deliverance will never be ended. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

Psalm:  138 

 1 I will give thanks to you, O LORD, with my whole heart; 

  before the gods I will sing your praise. 

 2 I will bow down toward your holy temple and praise your 

name, because of your steadfast love and faithfulness; 

  for you have glorified your name and your word above all 

things. 
 3 When I called, you answered me; 

  you increased my strength within me. 

 4 All the rulers of the earth will praise you, O LORD, 

  when they have heard the words of your mouth.  
 5 They will sing of the ways of the LORD, 

  that great is the glory of the LORD. 

 6 The LORD is high, yet cares for the lowly, 

  perceiving the haughty from afar. 
 7 Though I walk in the midst of trouble, you keep me safe; 

  you stretch forth your hand against the fury of my enemies; your 

right hand shall save me. 

 8 You will make good your purpose for me; 

  O LORD, your steadfast love endures forever; do not abandon 

the works of your hands.  
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SECOND READING:  Romans 12:1-8 

1 I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, on the basis of God’s 

mercy, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable 

to God, which is your reasonable act of worship. 2 Do not be 

conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing of the mind, 

so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and 

acceptable and perfect. 

  3 For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of yourself more highly than you ought to think but to think with 

sober judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has 

assigned. 4 For as in one body we have many members and not all the 

members have the same function, 5 so we, who are many, are one body 

in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. 6 We have 

gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 

proportion to faith; 7 ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in 

teaching; 8 the encourager, in encouragement; the giver, in sincerity; 

the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God. 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

  

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION     (ELW 174) 

 
*GOSPEL:  Matthew 16:13-20  

P:  The Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
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13 Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his 

disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14 And they said, 

“Some say John the Baptist but others Elijah and still others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” 15 He said to them, “But who do you say that I 

am?” 16 Simon Peter answered, “You are the Messiah, the Son of the living 

God.” 17 And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon son of Jonah! 

For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you but my Father in 

heaven. 18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my 

church, and the gates of Hades will not prevail against it. 19 I will give you 

the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be 

bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in 

heaven.” 20 Then he sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he 

was the Messiah. 

P:  This is the Good News of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 
(Please be seated) 

 

SERMON     Rev. Christopher Drummond 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

*HYMN OF THE DAY:  The Church’s One Foundation (Verses 1,3,5) 

 
            (Cont’d) 
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*APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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(Please remain standing) 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(response after:  Merciful God) 
 C:  receive our prayer. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be with you’. 

 

“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH” 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Parent, siblings all are we 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow, 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 
(Please be seated) 

OFFERING: 

A:    We worship through our tithes and offering.  Now let us joyfully 

respond to God’s goodness, through our personal giving.   
 

It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit 

continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in 

advance for their generous giving.  Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox 

or mailed in. 
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As the Offering is presented at the Altar, we sing: 

*DOXOLOGY          (ELW 885)  

 
+ TABLE + 

 

OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray: 

A: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered 

together to become one bread,  

C: So let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now 

and forever. Amen. 
 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

*GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  God is with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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P:  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy […]  And so, with all the choirs 

of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven: we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn, as we sing: 

 
P:  You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. 

You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory. 

   

C: You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, 

so that everyone who believes in him may not perish 

but have eternal life. 

On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks, 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
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Do this for the remembrance of me. 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

   

P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving 

and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants, 

and these your own gifts of bread and wine, 

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ 

may be filled ☩ with your heavenly benediction, 

and, receiving the forgiveness of sin, 

may be formed to live as your holy people 

and be given our inheritance with all your saints. 

  

To you, O God—Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life, 

be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

P:  And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
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BREAKING OF THE BREAD 

P: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

C: have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

C: have mercy on us. 
P: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

C: grant us peace. 

 
(Please be seated) 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

In Holy Communion, we encounter the Real Presence of Jesus Christ as we 

reverently receive the consecrated bread and wine.  Everyone is invited to receive 

this Sacrament—without exception; however, if you would prefer a blessing, please 

cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will know to give you a blessing.  

Gluten free bread is available. 

 

DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION 

 

(Please stand as you are able.) 

*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

A:  Let us pray.  Eternal God,  

C:  You have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior 

Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament 

of his Body and Blood.  Send us now into the world in peace, and 

grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 

singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

+ SENDING + 

 

*BLESSING  
P:  Please bow your heads. […] And the blessing of our most-loving God: 

☩ Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life be with you this day and 

always. 
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C:  Amen. 

 

*SENDING HYMN:  In Christ There Is No East or West   

 
DISMISSAL  

A:  God is love. 

C:  Jesus teaches us to love. 
 

A:  Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us 

C:  Nothing can separate us from the love of God. 
 

A:  Therefore, let us go forth rejoicing in the power of God’s Spirit.   

C:  Thanks be to God. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

ALTAR FLOWERS are dedicated to the Glory of God in honor of 

Stephen Colahan’s birthday by Pat and Denis Colahan. 

 

July’s Income:   $    8,295  

July’s Expense:  $ 10,649  Average Attendance:  17 
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MINISTERS – ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD 

Scheduled to serve 8/23   Scheduled to serve 8/30 

Alan S. – Assisting Minister  Meghan G. – Assisting Minister 

Klines – Ushers    Colahans - Ushers 

Downey/Deemer – Counters  Colahans - Counters 

Nancy H. – Altar    Nancy H. - Altar 

 

*******************WEEKLY CALENDAR*************** 

Wed, Aug 26   7:30pm - AA (Hall) 

Thu, Aug 27   7:00pm – AA (Hall) 

   8:00pm – AA (Mtg Rm) 

Sat, Aug 29 9:00am – AA (Hall) Breakfast 

 11:00am – DA (Mtg Rm) 

Sun, Aug 30 10:15am – Worship Breakfast (Hall) 

 12:30pm – Song of Praise 

 

************PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS********* 

Healing: 
Annie Berner      Jackie Bernduer White 

Eileen Maloney      Jackie Dewitt 

Lisa McDonough     Maureen Colahan 

Hugh Mullarkey      John Turner 

Lois Saunders      Lynn McGrane 

Betty Lake       Sue Thomas 

Anne Rainsford      Jean Cilurso 

Dolores Maurer      Phyllis Horton 

Marie Schall      Lou Vallies 

Jack Bierling      Linda Martin 

Joan & Harry Chaykun    Bill McVian 

Nikki Miller      Suzie Thomas 

Shirley May      Scott Ferguson 

Cookie Heaps      Johnathan Igoe       
RoseMarie D’Aprile     Sonya Baxter 

Donna D’Agostino      
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(If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please call the office) 

Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Ruth 

Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Diane Kuhn, Hank Kuhn, Janet Kline, and 

Bob Kerns. 

Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and 

emergency services personnel. 
 

Announcements and 

Upcoming Events 
 

BREAKFAST WORSHIP – Sunday, Aug 30
th in the Social Hall. 

CHURCH PICNIC– Sunday, September 13
th after church.  Following 

service, we will enjoy a picnic.  Please bring a side dish to feed 8-10 

people.  Sign-up sheet is on the table outside the office. 

BOTTLE CAPS - Plastic caps of any sort are now being collected and 

shipped to a manufacturer to make Buddy Benches for schools so children 

can connect and share in friendship together. On behalf of those who will 

benefit from your donations, thank you. 

ALTAR – We are in need of volunteers for Sep to set up and take down 

altar each week.  Can you volunteer for a week?  Please see sign up list on 

bulletin board in front of office. 

ALTAR FLOWERS - THANK YOU everyone who signed up to sponsor 

altar flowers throughout the year.   2026 Flower Chart is now on the 

bulletin board.    Please take a dedication form when you sign up and 

return to office.  Flowers are $20 per vase.   

BULLETIN COVERS – There is a sponsor sign-up sheet to sponsor 

special bulletin covers for special occasions.  The cost is $15.00.  Please 

see sign-up sheet outside the office. 
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Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and Nursery School 

2545 Franklin Avenue, Secane, PA  19018 

Office: 610-544-2707 

 

 

OUR STAFF 

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

Pastor – The Rev. Christopher Drummond 

Director of Music – Samuel Stevenson 

Office Secretary – Jeanne Warner 

 

Holy Spirit Nursery School 

Pre-K Teacher – Nancy Harris 

Teaching Assistant – Colleen Hall 

Pre-School & MMO Teacher – Shelly Avila 

Teaching Assistant – Michelle Brackin 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Cover art used with permission: Stilton, Elisabeth. Keys of St. Peter, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a 

project of the Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. Music and texts used with permission, 

Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Hymns reprinted with All 

Rights Reserved by CCL1 License #11180714 and One License #A-723202 
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GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Confessing Christ, Formed in Faith 

In late August, students are preparing to go back to school, and many 

churches gear up for a new year of Christian education. It is a good time to 

be reminded of the heart of Christian formation: conformation and 

transformation (Rom. 12:2). 

Disciples are formed over time—shaped by learning, worship, and all 

aspects of Christian life in community. As it was for Peter, part of our 

formation is learning to confess Jesus as the Messiah, not only with the 

right words but also through an experience of the living God in Christ. 

And along with Peter, through such formation we also discover who we 

are in relation to God: After Peter “confesses” Jesus’ identity of Messiah, 

Jesus “confesses” Peter’s identity by calling out his name and vocation. 

Traditionally, Lutheran worship contains two confessions which keep 

forming us: a confession of sin and a confession of faith. In the first, we 

acknowledge who we are as sinner and saint, and in the second, we 

acknowledge who God is in the mystery of the Trinity. Like Peter’s, our 

own identity is revealed in those truths. And, we might say, we are 

continually formed by and through them. 

Peter’s confession is not a precondition for following Jesus; it comes in 

the middle of his journey of discipleship. Our formation too is a long 

process—lifelong, in fact—which begins at baptism (and even before!) 

and is guided by those who travel before and with us. At this time of year, 

as we explore our own formation, identity, and vocation as disciples of 

Jesus, Isaiah entreats us, “Look to the rock from which you were hewn” 

(51:1). Envisioning Peter the “rock” (Matt. 16:18), we might also consider 

how we are “chips off the old block” of our forebears in faith. 

 


