WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026
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Website Address:
www.holyspiritsecane.org
Church Email:
Holyspiritsecane@verizon.net
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday 9am — 2pm

To all who are tired and need rest; to all who mourn, and need comfort; to all who are
friendless and need friendship; to all who are homeless, and need sheltering love; to all who
pray, and to all who do not pray; to all who sin and need a Savior; to whomsoever will, this
church opens wide its doors and in the name of Jesus Christ, says Welcome!

Welcome to Holy Spirit! Thank you for joining us today to worship the Living God! Through
prayer, music, the proclamation of God’s word and the sharing of a meal together we offer
praise to God! Please come again and invite others to come with you. You are always
welcome here at Holy Spirit!

We welcome the participation of all in worship. This worship bulletin is inclusive and contains
the order of worship and all music you will need to participate. We sit and stand where
indicated (*) in reverence to God; do what is comfortable for you. The people respond where
indicated in boldface type.

A: Assisting Minister C: Congregation P: Presiding Minister

If you are having difficulty reading the bulletin, we have enlarged print bulletins available.
Please ask the usher.

Visitors, please fill out a communion card and place in the offering plate.
Members, please fill out a communion card at least once per month and place in the offering
plate.

OUR MISSION
“KNOW CHRIST! GROW! SPREAD GOD’S LOVE!”


http://www.holyspiritsecane.org/
mailto:Holyspiritsecane@verizon.net
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

+ GATHERING +

(Please stand as you are able)

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
The assembly stands. All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at
baptism, as the presiding minister begins.

P: In the name of the + Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life.
Amen.

P: Let us recite together the Great Commandment.

Jesus said,

C: “The first commandment is this: Hear, O Israel: The Lord our
God is the only Lord. Love the Lord your God with all your heart,
with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength. The
second is this: Love your neighbor as yourself. There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

P: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Most merciful God,

C: we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
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renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name.

P: Almighty God, in mercy and love, has given God’s Son to become one
of us, to die and rise again in glory for us and, for Jesus’ sake, forgives us
all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ, and
by his authority, | therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all
your sins, in the =& name of the Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life.
C: Amen.

*GATHERING HYMN: We Praise You, O God (ELW 870)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: O God our defender, storms rage around and within us and cause us to
be afraid.

C: Rescue your people from despair, deliver your sons and daughters
from fear, and preserve us in the faith of your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

(Please be seated)
+ WORD +

FIRST READING: 1 Kings 19:9-18
’ At [Horeb, the mount of God,][Elijah] came to a cave and spent the night
there.

Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, “What are you doing
here, Elijah?” "“He answered, “I have been very zealous for the LORD, the
God of hosts, for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down
your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. | alone am left, and
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they are seeking my life, to take it away.”

" He said, “Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for
the LORD is about to pass by.” Now there was a great wind, so strong that
it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD,
but the LORD was not in the wind, and after the wind an earthquake, but
the LORD was not in the earthquake, ** and after the earthquake a fire, but
the LORD was not in the fire, and after the fire a sound of sheer
silence. " When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and
went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. Then there came a voice to
him that said, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” ** He answered, “I have
been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts, for the Israelites have
forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets
with the sword. | alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it
away.” ” Then the LORD said to him, “Go, return on your way to the
wilderness of Damascus; when you arrive, you shall anoint Hazael as king
over Aram. *° Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi as king over Israel,
and you shall anoint Elisha son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah as prophet in
your place. ' Whoever escapes from the sword of Hazael, Jehu shall kill,
and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. *° Yet I will
leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal,
and every mouth that has not kissed him.”

Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 85:8-13
‘I will listen to what the LORD God is saying;
for you speak peace to your faithful people and to those who turn
their hearts to you.
*Truly, your salvation is very near to those who fear you,
that your glory may dwell in our land.
© Steadfast love and faithfulness have met together;
righteousness and peace have kissed each other.
= Faithfulness shall spring up from the earth,
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and righteousness shall look down from heaven.
=The LORD will indeed grant prosperity,
and our land will yield its increase.
= Righteousness shall go before the LORD
and shall prepare for God a pathway.

SECOND READING: Romans 10:5-15

*Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that
“the person who does these things will live by them.” ° But the
righteousness that comes from faith says, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who
will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to bring Christ down) ' “or “Who will
descend into the abyss?’ ” (that 1s, to bring Christ up from the dead). * But
what does it say?

“The word is near you,

in your mouth and in your heart”
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim), ¢ because if you confess with
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised
him from the dead, you will be saved. » For one believes with the heart,
leading to righteousness, and one confesses with the mouth, leading to
salvation. » The scripture says, “No one who believes in him will be put to
shame.” » For there 1s no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same
Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. = For “everyone
who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

“But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And
how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how
are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? = And how are they to
proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the
feet of those who bring good news!”

Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
(Please stand, as you are able)
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 174)
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*GOSPEL: Matthew14:22-33
P: The Good News of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

~[Jesus] made the disciples get into a boat and go on ahead to the other
side [of the Sea of Galilee,] while he dismissed the crowds.= And after he
had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself to pray.
When evening came, he was there alone, » but by this time the boat,
battered by the waves, was far from the land, for the wind was against
them. » And early in the morning he came walking toward them on the
sea. © But when the disciples saw him walking on the sea, they were
terrified, saying, “It is a ghost!”” And they cried out in fear. # But
immediately Jesus spoke to them and said, “Take heart, it 1s I; do not be
afraid.”

= Peter answered him, “Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you
on the water.” » He said, “Come.” So Peter got out of the boat, started
walking on the water, and came toward Jesus. » But when he noticed the
strong wind, he became frightened, and, beginning to sink, he cried out,
“Lord, save me!” » Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught
him, saying to him, “You of little faith, why did you doubt?” = When they
got into the boat, the wind ceased. »* And those in the boat worshiped him,
saying, “Truly you are the Son of God.”

P: This is the Good News of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)



SERMON

(Please stand as you are able)

*HYMN OF THE DAY :My Life Flows on in Endless Song (ELW 763)

Rev. Christopher Drummond

0
(o | L Y N SR | -
3 —— 2 ) 2 2 =t
1 My life lowson in end-less song; a-bove earth’s lam-en - ta - tion,
2 Through all the tu - mult and the strife, [ hear that mu-sic ring- ing.
3  What though my joys and com-forts die? The Lord my Sav-ior liv - eth.
4 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a foun-tain ev - er spring-ing!
0
Y
7 4] ) P )
(> ——x - )
\\IY, ) i
4 - -
I catch the sweet, though far-off hymn that hails a new cre - a - tion.
It finds an ech - o in my soul. Howcan [ keep from sing-ing?

What though the dark - ness gath-er round? Songsin the night he

giv - eth.

All  things are mine since I am his! Howcan 1 keep from sing-ing?
Refrain
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Since Christ is Lord of heav-en and earth,how can I keep from sing-ing?

Text: Robert Lowry, 1826-1899

Music: HOW CAN I KEEP FROM SINGING, Robert Lowry, alt.

*APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

-




he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

(Please remain standing)

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

(response after: Merciful God,)
C: receive our prayer.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.

We greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be with you’.

“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH”
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
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Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.

With God as our Parent, siblings all are we
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now
With every step | take, let this be my solemn vow,

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.

(Please be seated)
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OFFERING:
A: We worship through our tithes and offering. Now let us joyfully
respond to God’s goodness, through our personal giving.

It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit
continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in
advance for their generous giving. Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox
or mailed in.

As the Offering is presented at the Altar, we sing:

*DOXOLOGY (ELW 885)
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Praise God, from whom all bless - ings flow; praise God, all
n H 1 Il 1 1 Il
i —— = — ——
o - CR— P & Z ———-
7 - I I
crea - tures here be low praise God a bove, ye
0« ; |
¥4 . I = i | f
fan) I i = F’ e  — —— z S
heav’'n - ly host;  praise Fa - ther, Son, and Ho - ly Ghost.
Text: Thomas Ken, 16371711, alt.
Music: OLD HUNDREDTH, Louis Bourgeois, 1510-1561

+ TABLE +

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

A: Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered
together to become one bread,

C: So let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now
and forever. Amen.

(Please stand as you are able.)
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: God is with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy [...] And so, with all the choirs
of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven: we praise your
name and join their unending hymn, as we sing:
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P: You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God.
You are most holy, and great is the majesty of your glory.

C: You so loved the world that you gave your only Son,
so that everyone who believes in him may not perish
but have eternal life.
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On the night before he died, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks,
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
C: Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

P: We ask you mercifully to accept our praise and thanksgiving
and with your Word and Holy Spirit to bless us, your servants,
and these your own gifts of bread and wine,

so that we and all who share in the body and blood of Christ

may be filled -+ with your heavenly benediction,
and, receiving the forgiveness of sin,

may be formed to live as your holy people

and be given our inheritance with all your saints.

To you, O God—Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life,
be all honor and glory in your holy church, now and forever.
C: Amen.
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P: And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

BREAKING OF THE BREAD

P: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,;
C: have mercy on us.

P: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C: have mercy on us.

P: Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world;
C: grant us peace.

(Please be seated)
INVITATION TO COMMUNION

In Holy Communion, we encounter the Real Presence of Jesus Christ as we
reverently receive the consecrated bread and wine. Everyone is invited to receive
this Sacrament—without exception; however, if you would prefer a blessing, please
cross your arms over your chest and the pastor will know to give you a blessing.
Gluten free bread is available.



DISTRIBUTION OF COMMUNION
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After all have communed and been seated, we sing the following song.
COMMUNION MEDITATION SONG: Precious Lord (ELW 773)
—
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1. Pre - cious Lord, take my hand, Lead me on, help me
2. When my  way grows drear, Pre - cious Lord, lin - ger
3. When the dark - ness ap - pears  And the night draws
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Through the storm, through the night, Lead me on to the
Hear my cry, hear my call, Hold my hand lest 1
At the riv - er I stand, Guide my feet, hold my
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light, Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
fall; Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
hand; Take my hand, pre-cious Lord, lead me home.
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(Please stand as you are able.)
*PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
A: Letus pray. Eternal God,
C: You have graciously accepted us as living members of our Savior
Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual food in the Sacrament
of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in peace, and
grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and
singleness of heart; through Christ our Savior. Amen.

+ SENDING +

*BLESSING
P: Please bow your heads. [...] And the blessing of our most-loving God:
+ Creator, Redeemer, and Sanctifier of life be with you this day and

always.
C: Amen.

COUNT YOUR

BLESSINGS.

NAME THEM ONE BY ONE.
COUNT YOUR

MANY BLESSINGS
SEF. WHAT GOD HAS DONE.
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*SENDING HYMN: What a Fellowship, What a Joy Divine (ELW 774)
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I What a fel - low-ship, what a

joy di-vine, lean -

ing on the ev -er-

2 Oh, how sweetto walk in this pil-grim way, lean - ing on the ev - er-
3 What have 1 to dread,what have 1 to fear, lean - ing on the ev - er-
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last-ing arms; what a bless - ed-ness, what a peace is mine,
last-ing arms; oh, how bright the path grows from day to day,
last-ing arms? I have bless - ed peace with my Lord so near,
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lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
lean - ing on the ev - er - last - ing arms.
Refrain
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lean - ing, lean - 1ng, lean-ing on the ev-er - last - ing arms.

DISMISSAL
- God is love.
- Jesus teaches us to love.

Nothing can separate us from the love of God.

: Therefore, let us go forth rejoicing in the power of God’s Spirit.

- Thanks be to God.

A
C
A: Jesus will never leave us nor forsake us
C.
A
C
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ALTAR FLOWERS are dedicated to the Glory of God in honor of
Andrew Christensen’s birthday by his family.

July’s Income: $ 8,295

July’s Expense: $ 10,649 Average Attendance: 17
MINISTERS — ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD
Scheduled to serve 8/9 Scheduled to serve 8/16
Greg C. — Assisting Minister Donna G. — Assisting Minister
Alan S./Alan D. — Ushers Colahans - Ushers
Greg — Counter Colahans — Counters
Nancy H. — Altar Nancy H. - Altar
*******************WEE KLY CALEN DAR***************
Tue, Aug 11 7:00pm — Council Mtg (Mtg Rm)
Wed, Aug 12 7:30pm - AA (Hall)
Thu, Aug 13 7:00pm — AA (Hall)

8:00pm - AA (Mtg Rm)
Sat, Aug 15 10:00am — AA (Hall)

11:00am — DA (Mtg Rm)
Sun, Aug 16 10:15am — Worship

Coffee Hour (Gary/Nancy Hooper)
12:30pm - Song of Praise

Office will be closed from 9am-noon Mon — Thu this week.
Jeanne will be in at noon.

DELCO CONFERENCE EVENTS

St. Timothy's in Aston is hosting VBS "Under Construction" August 10-13, from
6-8:15p. Ages 3-years-old to 5th Grade.

Immanuel in Norwood is hosting VBS "Snowball Mountain Challenge"
on August 10-14 from 9-11:30am. _ImmanuelNorwood.org/calendar



http://immanuelnorwood.org/calendar
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FxFASAAA*PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS* *#stx

Healing:

Annie Berner Jackie Bernduer White
Eileen Maloney Jackie Dewitt
Lisa McDonough Maureen Colahan
Hugh Mullarkey John Turner

Lois Saunders Lynn McGrane
Betty Lake Sue Thomas

Anne Rainsford Jean Cilurso
Dolores Maurer Phyllis Horton
Marie Schall Lou Vallies

Jack Bierling Linda Martin
Joan & Harry Chaykun Bill McVian

Nikki Miller Suzie Thomas
Michelle Bracken Scott Ferguson
Cookie Heaps Johnathan Igoe
RoseMarie D Aprile Sonya Baxter

Donna D’Agostino

(If you would like to add someone to the prayer list, please call the office)
Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Ruth
Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Diane Kuhn, Hank Kuhn, Janet Kline, and
Bob Kerns.

Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and
emergency services personnel.

Announcements and
Upcoming Events

NURSERY SCHOOL DIRECTOR — The Nursery School is looking for
a new Director (President). It is a very rewarding experience to oversee
the Nursery School and watch the children grow. If you are interested in
this position, please let Pastor or the office know.

COUNCIL MEETING — Tuesday, Aug 11™ in meeting room.
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COFFEE HOUR - Sunday, Aug 16" after service sponsored by Gary
and Nancy Hooper.

BREAKFAST WORSHIP — Sunday, Aug 30" in the Social Hall.

BOTTLE CAPS - Plastic caps of any sort are now being collected and
shipped to a manufacturer to make Buddy Benches for schools so children
can connect and share in friendship together. On behalf of those who will
benefit from your donations, thank you.

ALTAR — We are in need of volunteers for Sep to set up and take down
altar each week. Can you volunteer for a week? Please see sign up list on
bulletin board in front of office.

ALTAR FLOWERS - THANK YOU everyone who signed up to sponsor
altar flowers throughout the year. 2026 Flower Chart is now on the
bulletin board. Please take a dedication form when you sign up and
return to office. Flowers are $20 per vase.

BULLETIN COVERS - There is a sponsor sign-up sheet to sponsor
special bulletin covers for special occasions. The cost is $15.00. Please
see sign-up sheet outside the office.
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Holy Spirit Lutheran Church and Nursery School
2545 Franklin Avenue, Secane, PA 19018
Office: 610-544-2707

OUR STAFF

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church

Pastor — The Rev. Christopher Drummond
Director of Music — Samuel Stevenson
Office Secretary — Jeanne Warner

Holy Spirit Nursery School

Pre-K Teacher — Nancy Harris

Teaching Assistant — Colleen Hall
Pre-School & MMO Teacher — Shelly Avila
Teaching Assistant — Michelle Brackin

Cover art used with permission: Bazzi Rahib, llyas Basim Khuri. Jesus Walks on
Water and Saves Peter, from Art in the Christian Tradition, a project of the
Vanderbilt University Divinity Library, Nashville, TN. Music and texts used with
permission, Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved. Hymns reprinted with All Rights Reserved by CCL1 License
#11180714 and One License #A-723202
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
Silencing the Wind
In a world filled with noise and empty words, God comes to us as stillness
and silence, even to the point that wind ceases (Matt. 14:32). Jesus walks
over stormy waters to his disciples, entering their boat and being present
with them despite their fears and doubts. Today’s readings encourage us to
keep our words spare and meaningful, to lay aside our little faith with its
wordy worries, and to listen for God, who comes to us as quieting
comfort.

The wind blows us powerfully, frighteningly, making even familiar places
seem strange, stirring up the water to obscure our vision and make our
journey fearful and slow. Today Jesus comes to us in our drowning panic,
quickly responding to our “Lord, save me!” (v. 30). The “little faith™ (v.
31) of Peter (and our little faith) is not only a chiding to “do better” in our
faith lives and respond to Jesus’ call with discipline. It holds room for
forgiveness. Even when we risk and screw up anyway, God’s hand is there
to reach out and catch us.

To command even the wind to be still is a powerful thing. If a very strong
wind suddenly stopped near one of us, we would probably panic,
wondering who did it, whether it was the calm eye of a storm, or whether
a still bigger tornado is coming. But Jesus walked out upon the water and
helped Peter in his fear to return to the boat’s safety and security. Jesus
gives powerful reassurance and the gift of presence. God is not distant
from our fears, but close to keep us safe.



