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WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Sunday of the Passion
Palm Sunday
March 29, 2026

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
And Nursery School
2545 Franklin Ave.
Secane, PA 19018

Office: 610-544-2707

We thank Pastor Davis for sharing the good news today.
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ORDER OF WORSHIP

WELCOME, WORSHIP NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ GATHERING +
ACCLAMATION WITH PALMS

P: Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
C: Hosanna in the highest.

GOSPEL.:
P: The holy gospel according to Matthew the twenty-first chapter.
C: Glory toyou, O Lord.
P. *When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at
the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, “ saying to them, “Go into
the village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied and
a colt with her; untie them and bring them to me. °If anyone says anything
to you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.” And he will send them
immediately.” * This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through
the prophet:

> “Tell the daughter of Zion,

Look, your king is coming to you,

humble and mounted on a donkey,
and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.”

° The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them; ' they brought the
donkey and the colt and put their cloaks on them, and he sat on them. ° A
very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others cut branches
from the trees and spread them on the road. ° The crowds that went ahead
of him and that followed were shouting,

“Hosanna to the Son of David!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
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Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
“When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, asking,
“Who is this?” ' The crowds were saying, “This is the prophet Jesus from
Nazareth in Galilee.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF PALMS

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C: Itisright to give him thanks and praise.

P: We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior
Jesus Christ. Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was
proclaimed messiah and king by those who spread garments and branches
along his way. Bless these branches and those who carry them.

Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that, joined to
his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same
Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.




(Please stand as you are able)
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*GATHERING HYMN ELW 344
All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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1 You are the king of Is - rael and Da-vid’s roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa-ny of an - gels are prais-ing you on high;
3 The mul - &t - tude of  pil - grims with palms be - fore you went;
4 To  you, be-fore your pas - sion, they sang their hymns of praise.
5 Their prais-es you ac - cept - ed; ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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now in the Lord’s name com - ing, our King and Bless-ed One.
cre a-tion and all mor - tals in cho-rus make re - ply.
our praise and prayer and an - thems be - fore you we pre - sent.
To you, now high ex - alt - ed, our mel - o - dy we raise.
great au - thor of all good - ness, O good and gra-cious King.

Text: Theodulph of Orleans, c. 760-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.
Music: VALET WILL ICH DIR GEBEN, Melchior Teschner, 1584—-1635

(Please be seated)

GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C: And also with you.
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1 For peacein the world, for the health of the church, for the
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this ho - ly house, for all who  wor-ship and praise,
we may live out ... .. truth and  jus-tice and grace,
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let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray.

C: Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent
our Lord Jesus Christ to take on our nature and to suffer death on the
cross. In your mercy enable us to share in his obedience to your will
and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

+ THE WORD +

FIRST READING: lsaiah 50:4-9a
*The Lord GoD has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
> The Lord Gob has opened my ear,
and | was not rebellious,
| did not turn backward.
°I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard,;
| did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
"The Lord Gob helps me;
therefore | have not been disgraced;
therefore | have set my face like flint,
and | know that | shall not be put to shame;
®he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
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Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
**1t is the Lord Gob who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.

PSALM 31:9-16
?Have mercy on me, O LORD, for | am in trouble;
my eye is consumed with sorrow, and also my throat and my belly.
For my life is wasted with grief, and my years with sighing;
my strength fails me because of affliction, and my bones are
consumed.
T am the scorn of all my enemies, a disgrace to my neighbors, a
dismay to my acquaintances;
when they see me in the street they avoid me.
'? Like the dead | am forgotten, out of mind;
| am as useless as a broken pot.
“For I have heard the whispering of the crowd; fear is all around;
they put their heads together against me; they plot to take my life.
“But as for me, | have trusted in you, O LORD.
| have said, “You are my God.
My times are in your hand:
rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those
who persecute me.
' Let your face shine upon your servant;
save me in your steadfast love.”

SECOND READING: Philippians 2:5-11
> Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
® who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,



"but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
° he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
? Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name that is above every name,
950 that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
" and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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HYMN ELW 353
Were You There
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1 Were you there when they cru - c¢i - fied my  Lord?
2 Were you there when they nailed him to the  tree?
3 Were you there when they pierced him in the  side?
4 Were you there when the sun re - fused to shine?
5 Were you there when they Ilaid him in the  tomb?
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Were you there when they cru ci - fied my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

(Cont’d)
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Refrain
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Were you there when they cru - ci- fied my Lord?

Were you there when they nailed him to the tree?
Were you there when they pierced him in the side?
Were you there when the sun re - fused to  shine?
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb?

Text: African American spiritual
Music: WERE YOU THERE, African American spiritual

GOSPEL Matthew 27:11-54
»Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are
you the king of the Jews?”” Jesus said, “You say so.” » But when he was
accused by the chief priests and elders, he did not answer. = Then Pilate
said to him, “Do you not hear how many accusations they make against
you?” “ But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that the
governor was greatly amazed.

“Now at the festival the governor was accustomed to release a prisoner
for the crowd, anyone whom they wanted. = At that time they had a
notorious prisoner called Jesus Barabbas. - So after they had gathered,
Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you, Jesus
Barabbas or Jesus who is called the Messiah?”  For he realized that it was
out of jealousy that they had handed him over. © While he was sitting on
the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with
that innocent man, for today I have suffered a great deal because of a
dream about him.” » Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the
crowds to ask for Barabbas and to have Jesus killed. » The governor again
said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?”” And
they said, “Barabbas.” » Pilate said to them, “Then what should I do with
Jesus who is called the Messiah?”” All of them said, “Let him be
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crucified!” #» Then he asked, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they
shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

*So when Pilate saw that he could do nothing but rather that a riot was
beginning, he took some water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying, “I am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” » Then
the people as a whole answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” = So he released Barabbas for them, and after flogging Jesus he
handed him over to be crucified.

7 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s
headquarters, and they gathered the whole cohort around him. = They
stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, = and after twisting some
thorns into a crown they put it on his head. They put a reed in his right
hand and knelt before him and mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the
Jews!” » They spat on him and took the reed and struck him on the
head. = After mocking him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own
clothes on him. Then they led him away to crucify him.

» As they went out, they came upon a man from Cyrene named Simon;
they compelled this man to carry his cross. © And when they came to a
place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), = they offered him
wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink
it. * And when they had crucified him, they divided his clothes among
themselves by casting lots; »then they sat down there and kept watch over
him. = Over his head they put the charge against him, which read, “This is
Jesus, the King of the Jews.”

*Then two rebels were crucified with him, one on his right and one on
his left. “ Those who passed by derided him, shaking their heads « and
saying, “You who would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” “ In
the same way the chief priests also, along with the scribes and elders, were
mocking him, saying, “ “He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the
King of Israel; let him come down from the cross now, and we will
believe in him. « He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he wants to,
for he said, ‘I am God’s Son.” ” “ The rebels who were crucified with him
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also taunted him in the same way.

“ From noon on, darkness came over the whole land until three in the
afternoon. © And about three o’clock Jesus cried with a loud voice, “Eli,
Eli, lema sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken
me?” “ When some of the bystanders heard it, they said, “This man is
calling for Elijah.” © At once one of them ran and got a sponge, filled it
with sour wine, put it on a stick, and gave it to him to drink. © But the
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save
him.” * Then Jesus cried again with a loud voice and breathed his last. = At
that moment the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom.
The earth shook, and the rocks were split. = The tombs also were opened,
and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised. = After
his resurrection they came out of the tombs and entered the holy city and
appeared to many. * Now when the centurion and those with him, who
were keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place,
they were terrified and said, “Truly this man was God’s Son!”

P: The Gospel of the Lord.

C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(Please be seated)

SERMON Pastor Bruce Davis



(Please stand as you are able)

*HYMN OF THE DAY
O Sacred Head, Now Wounded

ELW 351
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1 O sa - cred head,now wound-ed, with grief and shame weighed down,
2 How pale thou art with an - guish,with sore a - buse and  scorn;
3 What lan-guageshall 1 bor - row to thank thee, dear - est friend,
4 Lord, be my con-so - la - tion; shield me when I must die;
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now scorn-ful - ly sur - round - ed with thorns, thine on - ly crown;
how does thy face now lan - guish, which once was bright as morn!
for this thy dy-img sor - row, thy pit - y with-out end?
re - mind me of thy pas - sion when my last hour draws nigh.
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O sa - cred head, what glo - ry, what bliss till now was thine!
Thy grief and bit - ter pas - sion were all for sin- ners’ gain;
Oh, make me thine for - ev - er, and should I faint-ing be,
These eyes, new faith re - cetiv - ing, from thee shall nev - er move;
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Yet, though de-spised and gor y, I joy to call thee mine.
mine, mine was the trans-gres - sion, but thine the dead - ly  pain.
Lord, let me nev-er, nev er out - live my love to thee.
for all who die be - liev ing die safe-ly in thy  love.

Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, d. 1250; tr. composite
Music: HERZLICH TUT MICH VERLANGEN, German melody, ¢. 1500; adapt. Hans Leo Hassler, 1564-1612
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* AFFIRMATION OF FAITH -APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.
(Please be seated)

+ RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD +

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(response after: Hear us, O God.)
C: Your mercy is great.

PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
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Let us greet one another from our seats in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be

with you'.
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OFFERING:
A: We worship through our tithes and offering. Now let us joyfully
respond to God’s goodness, through our personal giving.

It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit
continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in
advance for their generous giving. Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox
or mailed in.

OFFERTORY Choir

OFFERING PRAYER

Let us pray:

A: O God, maker of heaven and earth, your steadfast love embraces all
creation. You send rain and sunshine to nourish the earth and bring forth
its bounty. Through these gifts of bread and wine, draw us into the death
and life of your Son, who calls us to bear witness to his saving work.

We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING

P: The Lord be with you.

C: And also with you.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: We lift them up to the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: Itisright to give thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right.......... we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of pow’r and might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.
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Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, in the highest.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat,
this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.

P: Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us:
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table. Feast on God’s goodness and mercy.

In Holy Communion, the church shares the forgiving and renewing presence of the
Lord Jesus in bread and wine. We invite all to receive this sacrament. Communion
will be offered either by intinction or the prepackaged communion cups. You can
pick up your prepackaged communion cup before entering the church and receive
that from your seat at the appropriate time or come forward to receive the elements
from pastor at the rail. Please discard your cups on the way out. Thank you.

P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.

(Please stand as you are able)

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER

Let us pray:

A: God of our salvation, we give you thanks for this meal that restores
our souls, reconciles us to you, and strengthens us for the journey.
Through the body and blood of your Son, may we become Christ’s body
in the world, bearing witness to your love for all creation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

+ SENDING +

*BLESSING & BENEDICTION
P: Receive the blessing of the holy Trinity: God, who calls all things into
existence, Jesus Christ, who redeems us, and the Holy Spirit, whose breath

sustains creation, *+ bless you now and always.
Amen.



*SENDING HYMN ELW 339

Christ, the Life of All the Living
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I Christ, the life of all the liv-ing, Christ,the death of death, our
2 You have suf-fered great af - flic-tion and have borne it
3 Then, for all that boughtmy par-don, for the
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pa - tient - ly,
sor-rows deep and sore,
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Christ, your-self for me once giv-ing to the dark -est depths of woe:

e - ven death by cru-ci- fix-ion, ful -ly to a - tone for me;
for the an- guish in the gar-den, 1 will thank you ev - er-more;
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through your suf-f’ring,death,and mer -1t life e-ter - nal I in- her - it

for you chose to  be tor-ment-ed that my doom should be pre-vent-ed.
thank you for the groan-ing,sigh-ing, for the bleed-ing and the dy - ing,
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Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear-est Je - sus, un - to you
Thou-sand, thou-sand thanks are due, dear - est Je - sus, un - to you.
for that last tri - um - phant cry, praise you ev - er - more on high.

Text: Ernst Christoph Homburg, 1605-1681; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-1878, alt.
Music: JESU, MEINES LEBENS LEBEN, Das grosse Cantional, Darmstadt, 1687

DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. Believe the good news.
C: Thanks be to God.

Feb’s Income: $ 11,305
Feb’s Expense: $ 10,465

Average Attendance: 18
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MINISTERS — ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD

Scheduled to serve 3/29 Scheduled to serve 4/5

Alan S. — Assisting Minister Meghan G.— Assisting Minister
Gary P. — Ushers Gary P. - Ushers
Downey/Deemer — Counters Gary P./Volunteer - Counters
Meghan G. — Altar Barb S. - Altar
*******************WEE KLY CALEN DAR***************
Mon, Mar 30 6:30pm — Girl Scouts (Mtg Rm)

Wed, Apr 1 7:30pm - AA (Hall)

Thu, Apr 2 7:00pm — Maundy Thu Service @

St. Matthews’s Woodlyn
7:00pm — AA (Hall)
7:00pm — DA (Mtg Rm)

Fri, Apr 3 12:00pm — Good Fri Service @ Ridley Lake
Sat, Apr 4 10:00am — AA (Hall)

11:00am — DA (Mtg Rm)
Sun, Apr 5 10:15am-Worship Service Easter

12:30pm — Song of Praise (Sanctuary)

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE — The Interboro Ministerium will be
hosting Maundy Thursday Service at St. Matthew’s, Woodlyn on April
2" at 7:00pm

GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE - The Interboro Ministerium will be hosting
Good Friday Service April 3™ at Ridley Lake at 12:00noon for the
Stations of the Cross.
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FxAAAx**PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS**#sx

Healing:

Annie Berner Jackie Bernduer White
Eileen Maloney Jackie Dewitt
Lisa McDonough Maureen Colahan
Hugh Mullarkey John Turner

Lois Saunders Lynn McGrane
Betty Lake Sue Thomas

Anne Rainsford Jean Cilurso
Dolores Maurer Phyllis Horton
Harry Collins Lou Vallies
Geralyn Gerakaris Linda Martin
Joan & Harry Chaykun Bill McVian

Nikki Miller Suzie Thomas
Cyndi Kline Tom

Marie Schall Benny Hoffman

(If you would like to add someone to the prayer list for April, please call
the office)

Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Ruth
Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Diane Kuhn, Hank Kuhn, Janet Kline, Dudley
Henriques, Gerilyn Gerakaris, and Bob Kerns.

Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and
emergency services personnel.

e

EASTER SERVICE — One service on Easter Sunday, Apr 5™ at
10:15am.

COUNTERS NEEDED — We are in need of one or two counters for the
first week of the month. If you are able to volunteer for this, please call
the office.
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CHURCH’S 75th ANNIVERSARY!

By now you should have received your invitation to the Holy Spirit
Anniversary celebration on Sunday April 26", If you have not received
your invitation please contact the church office so that we can get the
invitation to you, or if you know someone that did not receive an

invitation but should have, let us know as soon as possible.

All RSVP’s are due back in the office no later than Wednesday April 1% so
that we can share the information with the caterer.

We are still looking for pictures from events in the history of Holy Spirit.

If you have any please put your name on the back and give them to Nancy
Harris, Gary Pysher or Bill/Cyndi Kline. We will make sure you get them
back if your name is on them.

ALTAR FLOWERS - THANK YOU everyone who signed up to sponsor
altar flowers throughout the year. 2026 Flower Chart is now on the
bulletin board. Please take a dedication form when you sign up and
return to office. Flowers are now $20 per vase.

BULLETIN COVERS —There is a sponsor sign-up sheet to sponsor
special bulletin covers for special occasions. The cost is $15.00. Please
see sign-up sheet outside the office.

BOTTLE CAPS - Plastic caps of any sort are now being collected and
shipped to a manufacturer to make Buddy Benches for schools so children
can connect and share in friendship together. On behalf of those who will
benefit from your donations, thank you.
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GOSPEL MESSAGE

True Humility

The servanthood of a teacher in Isaiah, the outcast in the psalm, those who
bow down in Philippians: today’s readings teach humility. On this day we
move from Christ’s triumphant ride on a humble donkey to the
humiliation of the cross. The humility of the characters in the passion
story is in question: Judas, Pilate, the Twelve, chief priests and elders,
Barabbas, the crowd, the soldiers, two bandits. Among other things, their
lack of humility is what brings about the passion of Christ. There is only
one truly humble person in this story: Jesus the Christ. Matthew’s humble
Jesus cries out from the cross to ask God why he has been forsaken.

Only in the stories of the resurrection do other humble characters appear:
the centurion, the women, Joseph of Arimathea. A careful look at the
complexity of humility in the palm and passion stories could set up a
reflective theme carried through to Easter. Who in each story do we regard
as humble? Why? How does our humility compare? Are there characters
who seem to gain or lose humility in the course of the story from the
triumphant entry to the resurrection? A deep and meaningful
understanding of humility is a worthy and lasting gift to take away from
the season of Lent and the celebration of Easter.

Joseph of Arimathea is a particularly good character on which to base an
understanding of humility. A close look at all references to him in the
Gospels, and a bit of creative narrative, create an image of a truly humble
believer. He is referenced in both canonical and apocryphal texts. His
devotion represents deep humility that leads to the very finest of good
works as he cares for the body of Jesus.
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OUR STAFF

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Director of Music — Samuel Stevenson
Office Secretary — Jeanne Warner

Holy Spirit Nursery School

Pre-K Teacher — Nancy Harris

Teaching Assistant — Colleen Hall
Pre-School & MMO Teacher — Shelly Avila
Teaching Assistant — Michelle Brackin
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