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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost 

Nov 16, 2025 

 

 
 

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

And Nursery School 

2545 Franklin Ave. 

Secane, PA  19018 

Office:  610-544-2707 

 

 

 

We thank Rev. Bruce Davis for sharing the good news today. 

 

. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME, WORSHIP NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

+ GATHERING + 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

*GATHERING HYMN      ELW 796 
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*CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C:  Merciful and loving God, 

we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

P:  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 
(Please be seated)  

 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   

 

 

 
           (Cont’d) 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing 

is strong, nothing is holy. Embrace us with your mercy, that with you 

as our ruler and guide, we may live through what is temporary 

without losing what is eternal, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord.  Amen. 
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+ THE WORD + 

 

FIRST READING:  Malachi :1-2a 
1 See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and 

all evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says 

the LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2a But 

for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with 

healing in its wings. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 98 
1 Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, 

  whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

 2 O LORD, you have made known your victory, 

  you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 3 You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of 

Israel; 

  all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

 4 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; 

  lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
 5 Sing to the LORD with the harp, 

  with the harp and the voice of song. 

 6 With trumpets and the sound of the horn 

  shout with joy before the king, the LORD. 
 7 Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 

  the world and those who dwell therein. 

 8 Let the rivers clap their hands, 

  and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, who comes 

to judge the earth. 
 9 The LORD will judge the world with righteousness 

  and the peoples with equity.  
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SECOND READING: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13 
6 Now we command you, brothers and sisters, in the name of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, to keep away from every brother or sister living irresponsibly 

and not according to the tradition that they received from us. 7 For you 

yourselves know how you ought to imitate us; we were not irresponsible 

when we were with you, 8 and we did not eat anyone’s bread without 

paying for it, but with toil and labor we worked night and day so that we 

might not burden any of you. 9 This was not because we do not have that 

right but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10 For even when we 

were with you, we gave you this command: anyone unwilling to work 

should not eat. 11 For we hear that some of you are living irresponsibly, 

mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12 Now such persons we command 

and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn 

their own living. 13 Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is 

right. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 
(Please stand, as you are able) 

 

*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      
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THE HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 21:5-19 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the twenty-first chapter.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
5 When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 

beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6 “As for these 

things that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left 

upon another; all will be thrown down.” 

  7 They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the 

sign that this is about to take place?” 8 And he said, “Beware that you are 

not led astray, for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, 

‘The time is near!’ Do not go after them. 

  9 “When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified, for 

these things must take place first, but the end will not follow 

immediately.” 10 Then he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation and 

kingdom against kingdom; 11 there will be great earthquakes and in various 

places famines and plagues, and there will be dreadful portents and great 

signs from heaven. 

  12 “But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; 

they will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be 

brought before kings and governors because of my name. 13 This will give 

you an opportunity to testify. 14 So make up your minds not to prepare your 

defense in advance, 15 for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of 

your opponents will be able to withstand or contradict. 16 You will be 

betrayed even by parents and siblings, by relatives and friends, and they 

will put some of you to death. 17 You will be hated by all because of my 

name. 18 But not a hair of your head will perish. 19 By your endurance you 

will gain your souls.” 

 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Please be seated) 

SERMON       Pastor Bruce Davis 
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(Please stand as you are able) 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      ELW 596 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
 (Please be seated) 

 

+ RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD + 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(response after:  Hear, us O God 
 C:  Your mercy is great. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
Let us greet one another from our seats in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be 

with you’. 
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“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH” 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father, siblings all are we 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow, 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 

OFFERING: 

A:    We worship through our tithes and offering.  Now let us joyfully 

respond to God’s goodness, through our personal giving.   
 

It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit 

continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in 

advance for their generous giving.  Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox 

or mailed in. 

 

OFFERTORY        ELW 695 (Vs 1) 

 



P a g e  | 12 

 
OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray: 

A: God of healing and hope, you bless those who are hungry, 

promising to fill them with good things.  Fulfill that promise through us 

and these your gifts.  Nourish us with the abundance of your feast 

and unite us into the blessed body of Jesus Christ our Savior, 

now and forever.  Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right……….we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
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Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat, 

this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 



P a g e  | 14 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  There is a place for you at the table of God.  Come, receive the food 

that does not perish, a taste of life eternal. 

 
In Holy Communion, the church shares the forgiving and renewing presence of the 

Lord Jesus in bread and wine.  We invite all to receive this sacrament.  Communion 

will be offered either by intinction or the prepackaged communion cups.  You can 

pick up your prepackaged communion cup before entering the church and receive 

that from your seat at the appropriate time or come forward to receive the elements 

from pastor at the rail. Please discard your cups on the way out.  Thank you. 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

*P:  May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

A:  God of field and flower, wheat and grape, you have nourished us with 

the bread of heaven that gives life to the world.  Strengthened by the body 

and blood of your Son, send us out to gather your good gifts for all who 

hunger and thirst, and embolden us to love and serve in Christ’s name. 

C:  Amen. 

 

+ SENDING + 

 

*BLESSING & BENEDICTION 
The love of God the Sovereign strengthen you, God the Son save you, 

and God the Holy Spirit anoint you for the work ahead.  The holy Trinity 

bless you ☩ and grant you a faithful and courageous heart 

now and forever. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN       ELW 439 

 
*DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. Share the harvest. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Oct’s Income:   $  8,345  Average Attendance:  22 

Oct’s Expense:  $ 6,701 

 

Altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God in loving memory of our 

Aunt Fanny by Dolores and Diana Downey. 

 

MINISTERS – ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD 

Scheduled to serve 11/16  Scheduled to serve 11/23 

Donna G. – Assisting Minister Greg C. - Leader 

Colahans – Ushers    Klines - Ushers 

Colahans – Counters   Downey/Deemer - Counters 

Volunteer – Altar    Volunteer - Altar 

*******************WEEKLY CALENDAR*************** 

Mon, Nov 17   6:30pm – G/S (Mtg Rm) 

Tue, Nov 18   2:00pm – Blood Drive 

Wed, Nov 19   7:30pm – AA (Hall) 

Thu, Nov 20   7:00pm – AA (Hall) 

     7:00pm – DA (Mtg Rm) 

Sat, Nov 22 10:00am – AA (Hall)  

 11:00am – DA (Mtg Rm) 

Sun, Nov 23 10:15am–Worship  

 12:30pm – Song of Praise (Sanctuary) 

 

ALTAR HELP NEEDED –Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Can 

you cover one or two weeks during November?  Any help is greatly 

appreciated. 
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************PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS********* 

Healing: 

Annie Berner      Jackie Bernduer White 

Eileen Maloney     Jackie Dewitt 

Lisa McDonough     Maureen Colahan 

Hugh Mullarkey     John Turner 

Lois Saunders      Lynn McGrane 

Betty Lake      Jamal MacDonald 

Anne Rainsford     Jean Cilurso 

Dolores Maurer     Phyllis Horton 

Isabella Jones      Lou Vallies 

JoAnn Williams     Linda Martin 

Joan & Harry Chaykun    Bill McVian 

Nikki Miller      Suzie Thomas 

Geralyn Gerakaris     Harry Collins 

       

 (If you would like to add someone to the prayer list for Nov, please call 

the office) 

Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Ruth 

Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Diane Kuhn, Hank Kuhn, Janet Kline, Dudley 

Henriques, and Bob Kerns. 

Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and 

emergency services personnel. 
 

 
 

NURSERY SCHOOL COIN HARVEST Once again this year, the 

Nursery School will be doing a “Coin Harvest” during the month of 

November.  This year we would like to invite the Holy Spirit congregation 

to join us in our coin collection.  During the month of November, there 

will be a container marked “Coin Harvest” in the hallway.  Please consider 
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helping us by bringing some extra change each week to donate!  All 

proceeds will be donated to help feed the homeless. 

COFFEE HOUR–Today after service sponsored by Finance and 

Evangelism Committees. 
 

BLOOD DRIVE – Tuesday, Nov 18
th

   2:00pm -7:00pm.  Contact 

www.redcrossblood.org to make appointment. 
 

POINSETTIAS ORDERS – Orders will start Nov 30
th thru Dec 14

th.  

Forms will be included with your bulletin.  Help decorate for Christmas. 
 
  

The Bears are coming again to the church to be dressed for 

the kids at CAADC and the Fair Acres Dementia residents.  

We do not have an arrival date yet, but we will let you 

know when they can be picked up.  The deadline to have 

them back will be Monday, December 3rd.  

 

It is almost time for our annual Breakfast with Santa event (December 6
th

) and we 

are asking the congregation for some assistance. 

With the significant rise in the cost of food we are having trouble purchasing 

everything we need to provide a quality breakfast. We are hoping that members of 

the congregation will be willing to donate some of the items needed. 

We have put a list of some of the items needed on the table in the front hall and ask 

that you please sign up to provide items for the breakfast. All donations need to be 

at the church by Monday December 1
st
. 

If you prefer to donate cash and let us do the shopping, please see Bill or Cyndi 

Kline. 

Thank you very much for your willingness to help. 

http://www.redcrossblood.org/
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 Breakfast with Santa 
  Sat., December 6, 2025 

Seatings are:  9:00 – 10:15 am    10:45 am – 12:00 pm 

$8 adults 

$5.00 kids 

(children 2 and under are free) 

Meet Santa, make a Christmas craft and  

enjoy delicious food from the Breakfast Bar 
 

Reservations are a must.  Please email 

holyspiritevents2545@gmail.com to make your reservations. 
Let us know which seating time you would like and state how many  

adults and how many children will attend. 

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 
From Life to Death and Death to Life 

In our baptisms we move spiritually from death to life. We are reminded of this in the words 

from the service of Holy Baptism: “In baptism our gracious heavenly Father frees us from sin 

and death by joining us to the death and resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ” (Evangelical 

Lutheran Worship, 227). We begin in death, and grace raises us to life. Still, we tend to focus 

on the spiritual nature of this change or transformation. 

It is easy to forget that by the very nature of that baptism, we can in an instant move physically 

from life to death for the sake of the life we are gifted with in baptism. We hear the words of 

promise and trust in the gifts and blessings of baptism, but overlook the accompanying 

responsibility. Like a teenager with a brand new driver’s license we relish our newfound 

freedom and may forget all those other drivers on the road whose safety depends upon the new 

driver. 

The new life we receive in baptism is a life that is lived to God each day. On any given day we 

may be called upon to renounce, in some way, the God we serve and love. On any given day, 

we may be called upon to stand up for life—or for a life, or for our own life—or for someone’s 

freedom or safety, or for love, perhaps even under threat of death. Many around the world live 

that kind of life every day for the sake of the gospel. Jesus encouraged disciples to always be 

ready for the tests and trials that will somehow surely come. As we grow in the obedience, 

courage, patience, and love we need to keep the faith in difficult times. 
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OUR STAFF 

 

 

 

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

Director of Music – Samuel Stevenson 

Office Secretary – Jeanne Warner 

 

Holy Spirit Nursery School 

Pre-K Teacher – Nancy Harris 

Teaching Assistant – Colleen Hall 

Pre-School & MMO Teacher – Shelly Avila 

Teaching Assistant – Michelle Brackin 
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