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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

 

 

Nineteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

Oct 19, 2025 

 

 
 

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

And Nursery School 

2545 Franklin Ave. 

Secane, PA  19018 

Office:  610-544-2707 

 

 

 

We thank Pastor Bruce Davis for sharing the good news today. 

 

. 
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ORDER OF WORSHIP 

 
WELCOME, WORSHIP NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

  

+ GATHERING + 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

*GATHERING HYMN      ELW 733 

 

Precious Lord, take my hand 

Lead me on, let me stand 

I am tired, I am weak, I am worn 

Through the storm, through the night 

Lead me on to the light 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

 

When my way grows drear precious Lord linger near 

When my life is almost gone 

Hear my cry, hear my call 

Hold my hand lest I fall 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

 

When the darkness appears and the night draws near 

And the day is past and gone 

At the river I stand 

Guide my feet, hold my hand 

Take my hand precious Lord, lead me home 

https://www.definitions.net/definition/through
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/grows
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/linger
https://www.definitions.net/definition/almost
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
https://www.definitions.net/definition/darkness
https://www.definitions.net/definition/night
https://www.definitions.net/definition/river
https://www.definitions.net/definition/precious
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*CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

P:  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

our maker, our helper, and our keeper. 

C:  Amen. 
 

P:  Trusting in God’s mercy, let us confess our sin 

in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

C:  Merciful and loving God, 

we are your stiff-necked people. 

We trample on the needy. 

We grumble about your grace to others. 

We turn away from the poor. 

Have mercy on us and forgive our sins. 

Rejoice over us as ones who were lost 

and have been found. 

Amen. 

 

P:  Even when we are faithless, God remains faithful. 

Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners. 

You who were lost have been found. 

In the name of ☩ Jesus, your sins are forgiven! 

Amen. 
(Please be seated)  

 

GREETING 

P:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C:  And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE   
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P:  Let us pray. 

C:  O Lord God, tireless guardian of your people, you are always 

ready to hear our cries. Teach us to rely day and night on your care. 

Inspire us to seek your enduring justice for all this suffering world, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.   Amen. 

 

+ THE WORD + 

 

FIRST READING:  Genesis 32:22-31 
22 The same night [Jacob] got up and took his two wives, his two maids, 

and his eleven children and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. 23 He took them 

and sent them across the stream, and likewise everything that he 

had. 24 Jacob was left alone, and a man wrestled with him until 

daybreak. 25 When the man saw that he did not prevail against Jacob, he 

struck him on the hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of joint as he 

wrestled with him. 26 Then he said, “Let me go, for the day is breaking.” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go, unless you bless me.” 27 So he said 

to him, “What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” 28 Then the man said, 

“You shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with 

God and with humans and have prevailed.” 29 Then Jacob asked him, 

“Please tell me your name.” But he said, “Why is it that you ask my 

name?” And there he blessed him. 30 So Jacob called the place Peniel, 

saying, “For I have seen God face to face, yet my life is preserved.” 31 The 

sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because of his hip. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 

PSALM 121 

 1 I lift up my eyes to the hills; 

  from where is my help to come? 

 2 My help comes from the LORD, 

  the maker of heaven and earth. 
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 3 The LORD will not let your foot be moved 

  nor will the one who watches over you fall asleep. 

 4 Behold, the keeper of Israel 

  will neither slumber nor sleep;  
 5 the LORD watches over you; 

  the LORD is your shade at your right hand; 

 6 the sun will not strike you by day, 

  nor the moon by night. 
 7 The LORD will preserve you from all evil 

  and will keep your life. 

 8 The LORD will watch over your going out and your coming in, 

  from this time forth forevermore.  

 

SECOND READING: 2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
14 But as for you, continue in what you have learned and firmly believed, 

knowing from whom you learned it 15 and how from childhood you have 

known sacred writings that are able to instruct you for salvation through 

faith in Christ Jesus. 16 All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for 

teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 17 so 

that the person of God may be proficient, equipped for every good work. 

  4:1 In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living 

and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I solemnly 

urge you: 2 proclaim the message; be persistent whether the time is 

favorable or unfavorable; convince, rebuke, and encourage with the 

utmost patience in teaching. 3 For the time is coming when people will not 

put up with sound teaching, but, having their ears tickled, they will 

accumulate for themselves teachers to suit their own desires 4 and will turn 

away from listening to the truth and wander away to myths. 5 As for you, 

be sober in everything, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist, 

carry out your ministry fully. 

Word of God.  Word of Life. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

 
(Please stand, as you are able) 
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION      

 
THE HOLY GOSPEL           Luke 18:1-8 

P:  The Holy Gospel according to Luke the eighteenth chapter.  

C:  Glory to you, O Lord. 
1 Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and not to 

lose heart. 2 He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 

feared God nor had respect for people. 3 In that city there was a widow 

who kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my 

accuser.’ 4 For a while he refused, but later he said to himself, ‘Though I 

have no fear of God and no respect for anyone, 5 yet because this widow 

keeps bothering me, I will grant her justice, so that she may not wear me 

out by continually coming.’ ” 6 And the Lord said, “Listen to what the 

unjust judge says. 7 And will not God grant justice to his chosen ones who 

cry to him day and night? Will he delay long in helping them? 8 I tell you, 

he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, when the Son of Man 

comes, will he find faith on earth?” 

P:  The Gospel of the Lord. 

C:  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
(Please be seated) 

Sermon        Pastor Bruce Davis 
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 (Please stand as you are able) 

*HYMN OF THE DAY      ELW 769 
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 (Please be seated) 

+ RESPONDING TO GOD’S WORD + 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

(response after:  God of Grace) 
 C:  receive our prayer. 

 

PEACE 

P: The peace of Christ be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
Let us greet one another from our seats in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be 

with you’. 
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“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH” 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be. 

With God as our Father, siblings all are we 

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony. 

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now 

With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow, 

To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally. 

Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me. 

 

OFFERING: 

A:    We worship through our tithes and offering.  Now let us joyfully 

respond to God’s goodness, through our personal giving.   
 

It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit 

continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in 

advance for their generous giving.  Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox 

or mailed in. 

 

*OFFERTORY         ELW 695 (Vs 1) 

 
           (Cont’d) 
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OFFERING PRAYER   

Let us pray: 

A: Lord of the harvest, we return to you a portion of what you have given 

to us.  Turn us to set our hope not on the uncertainty of riches, but on you, 

who richly provides for us.  Multiply what we have gathered to bless all 

who are suffering and in need, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

P:  The Lord be with you. 

C:  And also with you. 

P:  Lift up your hearts. 

C:  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P:  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C:  It is right to give thanks and praise. 

P:  It is indeed right……….we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 
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HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna, in the highest. 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P:  In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and 

gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat, 

this is my body given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to 

drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and 

for all people for the forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of 

me. 

P:  Let us pray with confidence in the words our Savior gave us: 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 



P a g e  | 13 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P:  Jesus welcomes sinners and eats with them.  Come to this meal of 

mercy. 

 
In Holy Communion, the church shares the forgiving and renewing presence of the 

Lord Jesus in bread and wine.  We invite all to receive this sacrament.  Communion 

will be offered either by intinction or the prepackaged communion cups.  You can 

pick up your prepackaged communion cup before entering the church and receive 

that from your seat at the appropriate time or come forward to receive the elements 

from pastor at the rail. Please discard your cups on the way out.  Thank you. 

 
(Please stand as you are able) 

 

*POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray: 

A:  O God, 

through this meal you have strengthened us and appointed us to be your 

servants.  Send us to do good and to share our possessions with all in need. 

We ask this in Jesus’ name. 

C:  Amen. 
 

*P:  May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ 

strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace.  Amen. 
 

+ SENDING + 

 

*BLESSING & BENEDICTION 
The God of righteousness, who gives justice to the oppressed, who gives 

food to the hungry, who sets the prisoners free, ☩ bless you now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
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*SENDING HYMN       ELW 624 

 
DISMISSAL 

A:  Go in peace. Do not lose heart. 

C:  Thanks be to God.  

------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

Sep’s Income:   $  8,936  Average Attendance:  21 

Sep’s Expense:  $ 6,151 

 

Altar flowers are dedicated to the Glory of God in honor of my Great 

Nephew Colton’s 3rd birthday by his loving Uncle Grr. 
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MINISTERS – ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD 

Scheduled to serve 10/19   Scheduled to serve 10/26 

Alan S. – Assisting Minister   Kathy D. – Assisting Minister 

Colahans – Ushers     Klines - Ushers 

Colahans – Counters    Downey/Deemer - Counters 

Volunteer – Altar     Sue S./Sue T. - Altar 

 

*******************WEEKLY CALENDAR*************** 

Mon, Oct 20   6:30pm – G/S (Mtg Rm) 

6:00pm – Del Conf @ St. Matthews 

                 Springfield 

Wed, Oct 22   6:30pm – G/S (Mtg Rm) 

7:30pm – AA (Hall) 

Thu, Oct 23   7:00pm – AA (Hall) 

     7:00pm – DA (Mtg Rm) 

Sat, Oct 25 10:00am – AA (Hall)  

 11:00am – DA (Mtg Rm) 

 5:00pm – Hall Rental 

Sun, Oct 26 10:15am–Worship/Coffee Hour 

 11:00am – Trunk or Treat 

 12:30pm – Song of Praise (Sanctuary) 

 

 

ALTAR HELP NEEDED –Sign-up sheet is on the bulletin board.  Can 

you cover one or two weeks during October and November?  Any help is 

greatly appreciated. 

UPDATED DIRECTORIES  -.  Please look on the back table for copies.  

If you would like one emailed to you, let the office know. 
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************PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS********* 

Healing: 

Mike Longo      Jackie Bernduer White 

Eileen Maloney     Jackie Dewitt 

Lisa McDonough     Maureen Colahan 

Hugh Mullarkey     John Turner 

Lois Saunders      Lynn McGrane 

Betty Lake      Jon Kline 

Anne Rainsford     Jean Cilurso 

Dolores Maurer     Phyllis Horton 

Isabella Jones      Lou Vallies 

Cyndi Kline      Linda Martin 

Joan & Harry Chaykun    Bill McVian 

Nikki Miller      Donna D’Agostino 

Geralyn Gerakaris     Floss Whetstone 

Annie Berner      Jamal MacDonald 

 (If you would like to add someone to the prayer list for Oct, please call 

the office) 

 

Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Ruth 

Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Diane Kuhn, Hank Kuhn, Janet Kline, Dudley 

Henriques, and Bob Kerns. 

Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and 

emergency services personnel. 
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Delco Conference Events 

 

Delaware Conference – Oct 20 – at 6:00pm @ 

St. Matthew’s Springfield 

 

Grief Support Group, 2nd & 4th Wed, 6:30pm at Grace Lutheran Church, 

Broomall 

 

For more info, call the office or check out the bulletin board outside of 

office 
 

 
 

COFFEE HOUR– Oct 19
th

 today after service sponsored by Christian 

Ed and Property Committees. 

INSTALLATION SERVICE – Sunday Oct 19
th

 at 2:00. Pastor Teresa 

McNamara will be installed as Full Communion Partner and Pastor at 

Lutheran Church of the Holy Communion, 2110 Chestnut St., 

Philadelphia.  If you would like to attend, see poster on bulletin board for 

more information. 

REFORMATION SUNDAY – Sunday, October 26
th

.  Wear your red!!   

 

TRUNK OR TREAT – October 26
th

 11:00am - 12 noon in the parking 

lot.  Please bring treats for the trick-n-treaters!  Children are encouraged to 

contribute a canned or boxed food item for local pantry. 

HOMELESS MEAL – Wednesday, Oct 29
th.  See Nancy or Gary on 

how you can help. Monetary donations are needed and greatly appreciated. 
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ALL SAINTS DAY – Sunday, November 2
nd

.  Please submit the names 

of a loved one you would like remembered on this day.  Call or leave them 

in the office no later than Monday, Oct 27th .  In addition, we invite you to 

bring a 5 x 7 or smaller framed picture of your loved one to sit on the altar 

table.  We will recognize those who have passed in the last year and also 

those who have passed before. 

ALTAR FLOWERS - THANK YOU everyone who signed up to sponsor 

altar flowers throughout the year.      Please take a dedication form when 

you sign up and return to office.  Flowers are now $20 per vase.  

BOTTLE CAPS - Plastic caps of any sort are now being collected and 

shipped to a manufacturer to make Buddy Benches for schools so children 

can connect and share in friendship together.  On behalf of those who will 

benefit from your donations, thank you. 
 

PRE-K REQUEST – Looking for empty 1 lb. tin coffee cans for a craft 

project. Just leave in the office.   

 

GOSPEL MESSAGE 

Kyrie eleison: Persistence in Prayer 

Two characters step out of scripture today to teach us about persistence in 

prayer. One is named. Jacob is the devious brother who tricked his twin, 

Esau, out of his birthright and their father’s blessing, and Jacob was 

himself duped on his wedding night by his father-in-law, Laban. The other 

character, unnamed, is a widow acquainted with grief, one among many 

marginalized and vulnerable people, but a woman who dares to stand her 

ground in her quest for justice. On the banks of the river Jabbok, Jacob 

wrestles with the angel and limps away with a blessing and a new identity. 

The unnamed widow repeatedly appeals for justice and finally is 

vindicated. Many have known persistent prayer as a kind of wrestling with 

God. Many have pleaded with God for justice and mercy. Today God’s 

grace and mercy is known in the blessing of baptismal remembrance and 

our identity as beloved children of God. 



P a g e  | 19 

 

 
 

 

 

OUR STAFF 

 

 

 

 

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church 

Director of Music – Samuel Stevenson 

Office Secretary – Jeanne Warner 

 

Holy Spirit Nursery School 

Pre-K Teacher – Nancy Harris 

Teaching Assistant – Colleen Hall 

Pre-School & MMO Teacher – Shelly Avila 

Teaching Assistant – Michelle Brackin 
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