Page |1

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

SEP 5, 2021

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
And Day School
2545 Franklin Ave.
Secane, PA 19018
Office: 610-544-2707
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ORDER OF WORSHIP
WELCOME, WORSHIP NOTES AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
+ GATHERING +
*CALL TO WORSHIP AND CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
(Please stand as you are able)

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, whose teaching is life,
whose presence is sure, and whose love is endless.
C: Amen.
P: Let us confess our sins to the one who welcomes us with an open heart.
Silence is kept for reflection.
P: God our comforter:
C: like lost sheep, we have gone astray.
We gaze upon abundance and see scarcity.
We turn our faces away from injustice and oppression.
We exploit the earth with our apathy and greed.
Free us from our sin, gracious God.
Listen when we call out to you for help.
Lead us by your love to love our neighbors as ourselves.
Amen.
P: All have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.
By the gift of grace in ☩ Christ Jesus, God makes you righteous.
Receive with glad hearts the forgiveness of all your sins.
Amen.
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GATHERING HYMN:

ELW 858

*GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Let us pray.
Gracious God, throughout the ages you transform sickness into health
and death into life. Open us to the power of your presence, and make
us a people ready to proclaim your promises to the whole world,
through Jesus Christ, our healer and Lord.
Amen.
CANTICLE OF PRAISE

(Please be seated)

(vs 1-2)

Page |5

+ THE WORD +
FIRST READING: Isaiah 35:4-7a
4
Say to those who are of a fearful heart,
“Be strong, do not fear!
Here is your God.
He will come with vengeance,
with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.”
5
Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;
6
then the lame shall leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy.
For waters shall break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;
7a
the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water.
Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
PSALM 146
1
Hallelujah!
Praise the LORD, O my soul!
2
I will praise the LORD as long as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I| have my being.
3
Put not your trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there is no help.
4
When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day their thoughts perish.
5
Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help,
whose hope is in the LORD their God;
6
who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7
who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who
hunger. The LORD sets the captive free.
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8

The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those
who are bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.
9
The LORD cares for the stranger;
the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way of
the wicked.
10
The LORD shall reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations. Hallelujah!
SECOND READING: James 2:1-10, 14-17
1
My brothers and sisters, do you with your acts of favoritism really believe
in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ? 2For if a person with gold rings and in
fine clothes comes into your assembly, and if a poor person in dirty
clothes also comes in, 3and if you take notice of the one wearing the fine
clothes and say, “Have a seat here, please,” while to the one who is poor
you say, “Stand there,” or, “Sit at my feet,” 4have you not made
distinctions among yourselves, and become judges with evil
thoughts? 5Listen, my beloved brothers and sisters. Has not God chosen
the poor in the world to be rich in faith and to be heirs of the kingdom that
he has promised to those who love him? 6But you have dishonored the
poor. Is it not the rich who oppress you? Is it not they who drag you into
court? 7Is it not they who blaspheme the excellent name that was invoked
over you?
8
You do well if you really fulfill the royal law according to the
scripture, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 9But if you show
partiality, you commit sin and are convicted by the law as
transgressors. 10For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has
become accountable for all of it.
14
What good is it, my brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but do
not have works? Can faith save you? 15If a brother or sister is naked and
lacks daily food, 16and one of you says to them, “Go in peace; keep warm
and eat your fill,” and yet you do not supply their bodily needs, what is the
good of that? 17So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.
Word of God. Word of Life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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(Please stand, as you are able)
*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

*THE HOLY GOSPEL
Mark 7:24-37
P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark the seventh chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.
24
[Jesus] set out and went away to the region of Tyre. He entered a house
and did not want anyone to know he was there. Yet he could not escape
notice,25but a woman whose little daughter had an unclean spirit
immediately heard about him, and she came and bowed down at his
feet. 26Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin. She
begged him to cast the demon out of her daughter. 27He said to her, “Let
the children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and
throw it to the dogs.” 28But she answered him, “Sir, even the dogs under
the table eat the children’s crumbs.” 29Then he said to her, “For saying
that, you may go—the demon has left your daughter.” 30So she went
home, found the child lying on the bed, and the demon gone.
31
Then he returned from the region of Tyre, and went by way of Sidon
towards the Sea of Galilee, in the region of the Decapolis. 32They brought
to him a deaf man who had an impediment in his speech; and they begged
him to lay his hand on him. 33He took him aside in private, away from the
crowd, and put his fingers into his ears, and he spat and touched his
tongue. 34Then looking up to heaven, he sighed and said to him,
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“Ephphatha,” that is, “Be opened.” 35And immediately his ears were
opened, his tongue was released, and he spoke plainly. 36Then Jesus
ordered them to tell no one; but the more he ordered them, the more
zealously they proclaimed it. 37They were astounded beyond measure,
saying, “He has done everything well; he even makes the deaf to hear and
the mute to speak.”
P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
(please be seated
CHILDREN’S TIME
SERMON

Pastor Rachel Scheible
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(please stand, as you are able)
*HYMN OF THE DAY

ELW 613
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*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH –APOSTLES CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
(response after: Lord in your mercy,)
C: hear our prayer.
*PEACE
P: The peace of Christ be with you always.
C: And also with you.
Let us greet one another in the name of the Lord, saying, ‘Peace be with you’.
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Please be seated as we finish singing

“LET THERE BE PEACE ON EARTH”
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Father, siblings all are we
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow,
To take each moment and live each moment in peace eternally.
Let there be peace on earth and let it begin with me.
+ GATHERING AROUND GOD’S TABLE+
OFFERING:
A: We worship through our tithes and offering. Now let us joyfully respond to
God’s goodness, through our personal giving.
Place your offering in the plate as you enter or exit.
It is only through your giving that the ministry and mission of Holy Spirit
continues. Many people give electronically and we thank all growing disciples in
advance for their generous giving. Offerings can also be dropped in the mailbox
or mailed in.
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*OFFERTORY

WOV 730 (vs 1 only)

OFFERING PRAYER
A: God of abundance, you cause streams to break forth in the desert
and manna to rain from the heavens. Accept the gifts you have first given
us. Unite them with the offering of our lives to nourish the world you love
so dearly; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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*GREAT THANKSGIVING
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them up to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give thanks and praise.
P: It is indeed right……….we praise your name and join their unending
hymn:
*HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of pow’r and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna, in the highest.
*WORDS OF INSTITUTION
P: In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and
gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat,
this is my body given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of
me.
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Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us say the prayer our Lord taught
us.
*LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
*INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: All who hunger and thirst, come. The table is ready.
In Holy Communion, the church shares the forgiving and renewing
presence of the Lord Jesus in bread and wine. We invite all to receive this
sacrament. The worship leaders will distribute the individually prepared
communion as you remain seated. Gluten-free wafers available on
request.
(Please be seated)
Music Voluntary
*P: May the body and blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ
strengthen you and keep you in God’s grace. Amen.
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*POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A: Let us pray:
Lord of life, in the gift of your body and blood you turn the crumbs of our
faith into a feast of salvation. Send us forth into the world with shouts of
joy, bearing witness to the abundance of your love in Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.
+ SENDING +
*BLESSING & BENEDICTION
P: People of God, you are Christ’s body, bringing new life to a suffering
world. The holy Trinity, ☩ one God, bless you now and forever. Amen.
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*SENDING HYMN

ELW 886

*DISMISSAL
A: Go in peace. The living Word dwells in you.
C: Thanks be to God.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Aug’s Income: $8,529
Average Attendance: 31
Bulletin Covers are dedicated to the Glory of God in honor of the
volunteers at Holy Spirit by Bill and Cyndi Kline.

P a g e | 17

MINISTERS – ALL BAPTIZED PEOPLE OF GOD
Scheduled to serve this week 9/5
Mike G. – Assisting Minister
Autumn J. – Psalm Reader
Gary P – Usher
Devine/Pysher – Counters
Nancy H/Carol D.- Altar

Scheduled to serve next week 9/12
Kathy D. – Assisting Minister
Mackay G. – Psalm Reader
Alan S./Alan D. - Ushers
Christensen/Joshi - Counters
Nancy H/Carol D.- Altar

************PLEASE REMEMBER IN YOUR PRAYERS*********
Healing:
Joe Monte
Janet Pisano
Frank Taddie
Jackie Dewitt
Lisa McDonough
Madel Scheible
Hugh Mullarkey
Dennis Matarese
Jean Brown
Bob McKeighan
Cassie Leon
David Edwards
Albert Brogan
Meg Pysher
Gary Kline
Linda Taddie
Irene Muir
(If you would like to add someone to the prayer list for Sep, please call the
office.)
Also please remember in your prayers homebound members: Betty
Oddi, Ruth Dell’Orefice, Jane Croghan, Bea Henriques, Diane Kuhn, Phil
Atwood, Ruth Dukes, and Debra Ulmer.
Men & women in our armed forces, firefighters, police officers and
emergency services personnel.
********************WEEKLY CALENDAR***************
Mon, Sep 6
Labor Day – Office Closed
Wed, Sep 8
7:30pm – AA (Hall)
Thu, Sep 9
7:00pm – AA (Hall)
Fri, Sep 10
7:30pm – AA (Mtg Rm)
Sat, Sep 11
10:00am –AA (Hall)
11:00am – DA (Mtg Rm)
Sun, Sep 12
10:15am – Worship (Hall)
Church Picnic
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ALTAR FLOWERS - Starting in September, you can sign up for altar flowers
again. Please see the flower chart on bulletin board in Hall.
CHURCH PICNIC– Sunday, Sep 12th. Following service, we will enjoy a picnic.
Please bring a side dish to feed 8-10 people. Our picnic time will include fun
family games and a service project for all ages to participate in.

BLOOD DRIVE –Monday, September 13th from 2pm – 7pm. Contact
www.redcrossblood.org to make appointment. Give Blood! Help save lives!
MEMORIAL SERVICE – All are invited to Elaine Kerns Memorial Service,
Saturday, Sep 18th at 11:00am. Please let Patsy know if you are planning to
attend luncheon.
VENDOR FAIR – Saturday, Sep 25th, 10am-3pm.
SUNDAY SCHOOL – Starting Sep 26th Sunday School Returns! Plan to stay
after church on the 2nd and 4th Sunday of each month starting Sep 26th, for a
God's take moment. We will meet at 11:30-12:15 for Bible discovery, and
singing. All ages are welcome.
HOMELESS MEAL: Wednesday, Sep 29th.
ELECTRONIC GIVING ON WEB PAGE – This summer, if you can’t make it to
church due to travel or other commitments, we encourage you to give
electronically. Holy Spirit relies on the consistent financial support of the
congregation. Our website has an easy donate button. Summertime can be a drain
to churches as folks are away and the needs of the church slip one’s mind. Help us
to keep our ministry thriving with your financial offering.
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CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW
Holy Spirit is holding an outdoor Craft & Vendor Show on
Saturday September 25th from 10:00 AM until 3:00 PM.
This replaces the Ladies Night Out event which we have held in the past.
At this time, we have commitments from over 25 vendors so it should be a
great show.
Help will be needed around 8:30-9:30 AM when the vendors arrive and at
3:00 PM when we put everything away. We will also have opportunities to
help during the day. Please let me know (kline94@hotmail.com) if you
can help in any way.
In a separate communication we will also be asking for donations for some
food items and items for raffle baskets. Please be on the lookout for that
message.

We are not only helping the church, but we are supporting the vendors
who have not been able to set up at shows during the pandemic.
This event only works if people attend the Craft Show. You can check
out what is being offered and find some Christmas presents! Please share
the date and time with your family and friends and on social media. If you
can give out flyers, they are available at the church. I hope to see you
there!
If you have any questions, please let me know.
Cyndi
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 We will wear masks as our county is experiencing substantial
transmission.
 Attendance is being taken as you enter. If you are a nonmember/visitor please give us your contact info.
 Please maintain 6 feet of social distancing.
 Hand sanitizer is provided.
 No shaking of hands during the Sharing of the Peace.
 Please call the office to add someone to the prayer list.
 Please call the office to sponsor bulletin covers.
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OUR STAFF

Holy Spirit Lutheran Church
Pastor-Rachel Scheible
Director of Music – Samuel Stevenson
Office Secretary – Jeanne Warner
Holy Spirit Day School
Pre-K Teacher – Nancy Harris
Teaching Assistant – Colleen Hall
Pre-School & MMO Teacher – Shelly Avila
Teaching Assistant – Sarah Murray

Sundays and Seasons.com Copyright 2021 Augsburg Fortress. All rights
reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #26351. Hymns reprinted with All Rights Reserved by
CCL1 License #11180714 and One License #A-723202
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GOSPEL MESSAGE
God Is Partial
Again and again throughout biblical history, God is partial to caring for
the poor, the weak, and the outcast. Which is why, perhaps, Jesus’
response to the Syrophoenician woman takes us by surprise: “Let the
children be fed first, for it is not fair to take the children’s food and throw
it to the dogs” (Mark 7:27).
The Syrophoenician woman acts in faith. She engages Jesus with what she
believes to be true about him: that through him God’s mercy will extend
even to her. Despite the distinctions that separate them (including race,
gender, and religion), she believes Jesus is a Savior who has the power to
heal all people and that she, although not a Jew, is a member of the
household of God.
The second reading, from James, reminds hearers then and now that the
Christian community’s actions are to be shaped by God’s partiality. God
has chosen the poor to be rich in faith. While the world values the rich, the
poor are God’s own treasure, made honored guests and royal heirs through
baptism. The community is called to a partiality based on God’s values,
not the world’s.
The waters of baptism wash away all distinctions. Like streams breaking
forth in the desert, these waters surprise us with mercy in unexpected
places. These waters open our eyes, unstop our ears, and loose our tongues
to see, hear, and speak God’s partiality for the poor, the weak, and the
outcast. Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, the Spirit fills us
with faith—a faith active in showing mercy that knows no limits.
Around the table, rich and poor, haughty and humble, all who gather
receive a feast fit for the family of God. All are honored and all are fed,
because the Lord is the maker of them all.

