Chwrustmas Mass
Schedule

Chriutmas Eve:
5:30 pm, St. Ignotins
8:30 pm, Sacred Heart

Christwos Day:
10:30 o, Sacred Heart

Advent Week 4

St. Stephen | Feast Day December 26

The Acts of the Apostles tells the story of St. Stephen, the first Christian martyr. A man filled
with grace and power, he worked great wonders among the
people. Some Jews debated with St. Stephen but could not
match his wisdom and spirit. Eventually, a charge of blasphe-
my was brought up against him, and the local population de- =
manded that he be tried and sentenced. He was seized and
carried before the Sanhedrin.

Despite the danger he faced, in front of the Sanhedrin and ‘
his accusers, St. Stephen gave a long speech about the histo- gg v —
ry of Israel and the blessings that God had given upon His '
chosen people. He talked about how Israel had become dis-
obedient despite God’s abundant mercy. This enraged his
accusers, and eventually the crowd dragged him out of the
city and stoned him to death.

Even in his final moments, St. Stephen displayed great for-
giveness and even asked God not to hold the sins of his
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attackers against them. Hundreds of years after his death, he FEAS

is still a role model for us to follow.
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