U.S. Reparations: 1776 to Present

This document provides a consolidated, educational overview of major reparations-related actions
in the United States from 1776 to the present. It includes federal, state, and local programs
involving compensation, restitution, land return, formal redress, or policy-based reparative
measures. This is not legal advice and is intended for historical and educational use.

Foundational Period (1776—1865)

e Post-Revolutionary Era: Enslavement continued after independence; no reparations were
provided to enslaved people.

e 1862 — District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act: Slaveholders (not the
enslaved) received compensation; some funds supported voluntary emigration of freed people.

e 1865 — Special Field Orders No. 15: Promised land redistribution (*40 acres and a mule') to
formerly enslaved people; order was later rescinded.

Reconstruction and Retrenchment (1865-1900)

e Freedmen’s Bureau (1865-1872): Provided food, housing, education, and legal assistance;
not direct reparations but a federal relief effort.

e Southern Homestead Act (1866): Intended to open land to freed people; largely failed due to
access barriers.

e Failure of Land Restitution: Confiscated Confederate lands were returned to former owners.

Early 20th Century (1900-1945)

e Indian Claims Commission (1946): Established to resolve Indigenous land claims; monetary
compensation provided for some seized lands.

e Limited Redress for Racial Violence: No federal reparations for racial massacres during this
period.

World War Il Era (1942—-1960s)

e 1946 —Indian Claims Commission Act: Enabled monetary settlements for Indigenous land
takings.

e Japanese American Incarceration: Incarceration during WWII laid groundwork for later
reparations.



Civil Rights Era and Formal Reparations (1960s—1990s)

e 1988 — Civil Liberties Act: $20,000 payments and formal apology to surviving Japanese
American internees.

e Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act (1971): Land and monetary compensation to Alaska
Native corporations.

e Native American Graves Protection and Repatriation Act (1990): Return of human remains
and cultural items.

Late 20th to Early 21st Century (2000-2015)

e 2008 — Congressional Apology to African Americans: Formal apology for slavery and Jim
Crow (no compensation).

e 2010 — Cobell Settlement: $3.4 billion settlement for mismanagement of Indigenous trust
lands.

e State and Local Redress: Early local initiatives addressing historical injustices.

Modern Reparations Efforts (2016—Present)

e H.R. 40: Repeated proposals to study and develop reparations for slavery and its legacy.

e Local Reparations Programs: Housing grants, cash payments, and community investments
in various municipalities.

e Institutional Reparations: Universities, churches, and corporations funding reparative
programs.

e Tribal Land Back Initiatives: Ongoing land return and co-management agreements.

Types of Reparations Recognized

e Direct monetary payments

e Land restitution or return

e Educational and housing benefits

e Formal apologies and truth commissions

e Cultural repatriation and sovereignty recognition



Notes on Scope and Limitations

This document summarizes major reparations-related actions and is not exhaustive of every local
initiative or private settlement. Definitions of 'reparations’ vary and may include compensation,
restitution, rehabilitation, satisfaction, and guarantees of non-repetition.



