
2nd Liaison Committee (LC) Meeting Minutes
28 February 2023

Online

In attendance:
Liaison Committee Members:

1. Mr Nicholas Newland, Chairperson of the NGO-UNESCO LC (President)
2. AIHR: Mr Abdelbasset Ben Hassan (Vice Chairperson)
3. CEAIE: Ms Yibo Liu
4. CLADE: Ms Nelsy Lizarazo
5. IAESTE: Ms Olga Legacka (Executive Secretary), Mr Thomas Faltner
6. ICASE: Ms Teresa Kennedy (Vice Chairperson)
7. ICSSPE: Ms Junko Tahara
8. IMC: Mr Davide Grosso
9. ROTARY INTERNATIONAL: Ms Laura Regouby

UNESCO
1. Ms Sabina Colombo, Head of Unit for Civil Society Partnerships (Unit)
2. Mr Louis-Alberto Vargas Rojas

MEETING MINUTES
1. Welcome

Mr Nicholas Newland, President of the NGO UNESCO LC and the NGO representatives warmly welcomed
Ms Junko Tahara, representative of ICSSPE, and Mr Louis-Alberto Vargas Rojas, UNESCO, who joined the
LC meeting for the first time.

Mr Nicholas Newland, President of the NGO UNESCO LC and the NGO representatives shared greetings
from James Bridge, from the UK UNESCO National Commission UNESCO.

2. Adoption of the Agenda / Adoption de l’ordre du jour
The Agenda of the meeting has been distributed by the Executive Secretary and approved by unanimous
consent.

3. Minutes from the previous meeting

Decision 6, 28 February 2023
The LC accepted the previous meeting minutes as proposed by the Executive Secretary.
Minutes in English and French will be published on the LC website (https://ngo-unesco.net/)

4. Orientation Session

https://ngo-unesco.net/


Ms Sabina Colombo, Chief of the Unit of Civil Society Partnerships, and Mr Nicholas Newland, Chairperson
of the NGO UNESCO LC, presented the organisational, statutory and practical aspects framing the Liaison
Committee’s functioning and action. Details can be found in Enclosure 1.

The presentation was followed by the discussion/comments:
● Mr Nicholas Newland stressed the need to clarify the legal status of the Liaison Committee. The

UNESCO legal department is investigating this issue; updates will be shared when available.
● The LC will aim to involve the NGOs that partner with UNESCO but don’t have the official status

in the ICNGO mechanism
● Primary documents for NGOs to be familiar with:

○ Directives concerning UNESCO’s partnership with non-governmental organizations
○ UNESCO Medium Term Strategy 41/C4 (Chapter III)

● Note, CCNGO - Collective Consultation of NGOs

5. Programme of Work of the LC

Mr Nicholas Newland, President of the NGO UNESCO LC, presented the Programme of Work proposal,
prepared together by the Executive Committee of LC (Enclosure 2)

Few points were discussed

5.1. Communication

● Channels:
○ Newsletter: will be issued bi-monthly, the first issue in April
○ Online meetings with the NGOs to share updates about the LC work: First in April. Mid

Term meeting in December.
○ Regional Webinars
○ Website
○ Social media

● The details of the above will be carried out by the Communication Sub-Committee members: Ms
Olga Legacka, Mr Nicholas Newland, Ms Teresa Kennedy, Ms Nelsy Lizarazo

5.2. Working Groups

WG National Commissions, led by Mr Cyril Noirtin (LC) and Ms Stacy Dry Lara, (Graduate Women
International) continues the work.

5.3. Thematic Mapping

IAESTE is working with the Civil Society Unit on this project. The process will be hosted on the LC
website. The aim is to kick it off in April

5.4. Meeting Room

Decision 7, 28 February 2023
The LC decided to change the layout of the LC offices at the UNESCO building to create an
open space for NGOs which could also be used for ad hoc meetings. The LC would like to
thank the Civil Society Unit for their organisational and financial support in making this
happen.

https://www.unesco.org/en/legal-affairs/directives-unesco-ngos?hub=66535
https://unesdoc.unesco.org/ark:/48223/pf0000378083


5.5. International Days

There is a number of NGOs involved in the International Days celebrations, at the beginning, they were
ad hoc groups that became stable. Currently, active groups are International Day of Girl Child and
International Day of Peace.
In the past, the ad hoc International Days groups requested financial support to organise the days'
celebrations.

5.6. YOUTH

The LC acknowledged the importance of youth involvement in civil society activities.

Decision 8, 28 February 2023
The LC decided to establish the Youth Representatives Working Group and appoint Ms Celie
Denez, WOSM, as the Youth Liaison for 1 year (with the possibility of being re-elected for
this term). This Work Group will represent the youth's voice and participation (seat) in the
Forums, Steering Committees, Working Groups and other activities. The age limit is up to 35
years (ref. to UNESCO definition).

Mr Davide Grosso and Ms Nelsy Lizarazo will approach Ms Celie Denez to draft the Terms and References
for the Youth Representation Work Group.

5.7. International Forums

Decision 9, 28 February 2023
The LC aims to organise five Forums: four in hybrid mode (online & in-person) and one
online according to the following list: working topics, suggested timeline, co-hosting
NGO/co-chair:

1. AI & Youth (online), September 2023, co-chair Celie Denez (proposed)
2. Changing mentalities (hybrid), October 2023, IAESTE, co-chairs: Ms Olga Legacka and

Mr Nicholas Newland
3. Culture as a Pillar of the Sustainable Development (hybrid), fist quarter 2024,

co-chairs Mr Davide Grosso and Mr Limame Monza Kane,
4. Green Education for Sustainable Development (online), May-July 2024, co-chairs: Mr

Cyril Noirtin and Ms Yibo Liu
5. Right to Education and Life Long Learning (hybrid), September 2024, AIHR,

co-chairs: Mr Abdelbasset Ben Hassan

For each Forum Steering Committee will be established. Youth participation should be
supported by providing funds. The details are subject to change.

6. AOB
6.1. Mr Davide Grosso would like to move the archive files from Dropbox. Mr Nicholas

Newland is working on 365 UNESCO access, so the files can be moved there.

Finished 5:02 pm CET


















































