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L e t ’s  t a k e  t h e  w o r l d s  f a s t e s t  j o u r n e y 
t h r o u g h  t h e  h i s t o r y  o f  c a n n a b i s  i n 
B a r c e l o n a .  F r o m  i t s  m e d i c i n a l 
b e g i n n i n g s  t o  i t s  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  a s  a 
c u l t u r a l  p h e n o m e n o n .  S o  s i t  b a c k , 
r e l a x ,  a n d  l e t ’s  e x p l o r e  t h e 
f a s c i n a t i n g  h i s t o r y  o f  c a n n a b i s  i n 
t h i s  b e a u t i f u l  c i t y .

T h e  s t o r y  o f  c a n n a b i s  i n  B a r c e l o n a 
g o e s  b a c k  c e n t u r i e s .  C a n n a b i s  h a s 
b e e n  u s e d  m e d i c i n a l l y  f o r  a  m i l l e n n i a , 
a n d  w a s  f i r s t  o f f i c i a l l y  r e c o g n i z e d  a s 
a  t h e r a p e u t i c  p l a n t  b y  t h e  C h i n e s e 
E m p e r o r  S h e n  N u n g  i n  2 7 3 7  B C E . 
S p a n i s h  t r a v e l e r s  w h o  h a d  v i s i t e d  t h e 
N e w  W o r l d  b r o u g h t  h e m p  w i t h  t h e m  t o 
t h e  I b e r i a n  P e n i n s u l a ,  w h e r e  i t  w a s 
g r o w n  p r i m a r i l y  f o r  i t s  f i b e r s  t o  m a k e 
r o p e  a n d  t e x t i l e s .

Fa s t - f o r w a r d  t o  t h e  1 9 t h  c e n t u r y , 
w h e n  c a n n a b i s  b e g a n  t o  b e  u s e d 
r e c r e a t i o n a l l y  i n  S p a i n .  I n  B a r c e l o n a , 
s m o k i n g  c l u b s  k n o w n  a s  “ f u m a r o l a s ” 
e m e r g e d ,  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  w o u l d   
g a t h e r  t o  s m o k e  c a n n a b i s  a n d
s o c i a l i z e .  H o w e v e r,  c a n n a b i s  u s e  w a s 

n o t  y e t  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  b y  s o c i e t y 
a n d  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  a  v i c e  b y  t h e 
a u t h o r i t i e s .

I n  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 t h  c e n t u r y ,  S p a i n , 
l i k e  m a n y  o t h e r  c o u n t r i e s ,  p a s s e d 
l a w s  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  s a l e  a n d  u s e  o f 
c a n n a b i s .  T h e s e  l a w s  w e r e  r e i n f o r c e d 
d u r i n g  t h e  F r a n c o  d i c t a t o r s h i p ,  a n d 
c a n n a b i s  b e c a m e  m o r e  a s s o c i a t e d 
w i t h  t h e  c o u n t e r c u l t u r e  m o v e m e n t s 
t h a t  o p p o s e d  F r a n c o ’s  r e g i m e .

A f t e r  t h e  d e a t h  o f  F r a n c o  a n d  t h e 
r e t u r n  o f  d e m o c r a c y  i n  S p a i n  i n  1 9 7 5 , 
a t t i t u d e s  t o w a r d s  c a n n a b i s  b e g a n 
t o  s h i f t .  I n  t h e  1 9 8 0 s ,  a  g r o u p  o f 
a c t i v i s t s  f o u n d e d  t h e  f i r s t  “ s m o k e 
M e c c a ”  i n  B a r c e l o n a .  T h e s e  w e r e 
c l u b s  w h e r e  m e m b e r s  c o u l d  c o m e 
t o g e t h e r  t o  s m o k e  c a n n a b i s  i n  a  s a f e 
a n d  r e g u l a t e d  e n v i r o n m e n t .  A s  t h e 
l a w  d i d  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n 
o f  c a n n a b i s .  T h e s e  c l u b s  w e r e  a b l e  t o 
o p e r a t e  w i t h o u t  l e g a l  r e p e r c u s h i o n s .
I t  w a s n ’ t  u n t i l  t h e  e a r l y  2 0 0 0 s  t h a t 
t h e  f i r s t  c a n n a b i s  c l u b s  o f f i c i a l l y 
o p e n e d  i n  B a r c e l o n a . 

THE CITIES  
RELATIONSHIP           
WITH CANNABIS        
GOES BACK FURTHER 
THAN YOU MIGHT THINK

BARCELONA 
& CANNABIS

BARCELONA & CANNABIS



13

T h e s e  c l u b s  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  s a f e  a n d 
c o n t r o l l e d  e n v i r o n m e n t  f o r  c a n n a b i s  c o n s u m e r s ,  w h e r e 
m e m b e r s  c o u l d  o b t a i n  h i g h - q u a l i t y  p r o d u c t s  a n d 
e n g a g e  i n  s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s .  T h e  f i r s t  c a n n a b i s  s o c i a l 
c l u b  t o  o p e n  i t s  d o o r s  i n  B a r c e l o n a  w a s  t h e  Fe d e r a t i o n 
o f  C a n n a b i s  A s s o c i a t i o n s  ( FA C )  i n  2 0 0 2 .  To d a y,  t h e  c i t y 
h a s  h u n d r e d s  o f  c a n n a b i s  c l u b s  t h a t  o f f e r  h i g h - q u a l i t y 
s t r a i n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  e v e n t s  a n d  w o r k s h o p s .

T h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f  c a n n a b i s  i s  s t i l l  s o m e w h a t  u n c l e a r  i n 
B a r c e l o n a .  W h i l e  t h e  c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  c a n n a b i s  i s  l e g a l , 
t h e  s a l e  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h e  p l a n t  a r e  t e c h n i c a l l y 
i l l e g a l .  H o w e v e r,  t h e  c u l t u r e  o f  c a n n a b i s  c o n s u m p t i o n 
h a s  b e c o m e  s o  i n g r a i n e d  i n  t h e  c i t y ’s  i d e n t i t y  t h a t  t h e 
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  t u r n e d  a  b l i n d  e y e .  I n  r e c e n t 
y e a r s ,  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  h a s  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  r e g u l a t e  t h e 
i n d u s t r y  m o r e  c l o s e l y ,  i n  a  b i d  t o  e n s u r e  s a f e t y  a n d 
q u a l i t y  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  b o t h  c o n s u m e r s  a n d  p r o d u c e r s .

To d a y,  B a r c e l o n a  i s  r e g a r d e d  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  p r e m i e r
 c a n n a b i s  d e s t i n a t i o n s  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  T h e  c i t y ’s 
c o m b i n a t i o n  o f  l i b e r a l  d r u g  l a w s ,  i t s  t h r i v i n g  c u l t u r a l 
s c e n e ,  a n d  b e a u t i f u l  s u r r o u n d i n g s  h a v e  m a d e  i t  a  t o p 
d e s t i n a t i o n  f o r  c a n n a b i s  e n t h u s i a s t s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e 
g l o b e .  E a c h  y e a r,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  f l o c k  t o 
B a r c e l o n a  f o r  v a r i o u s  c a n n a b i s  e v e n t s ,  s u c h  a s  t h e 
S p a n n a b i s  t r a d e  s h o w,  w h i c h  a t t r a c t s  h u n d r e d s  o f
e x h i b i t o r s  f r o m  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d .

In conclusion, the story of cannabis in Barcelona is a reflection of 
the changing attitudes towards the plant over the centuries. From
its early beginnings as a medicinal herb to its current status as 
a cultural phenomenon, cannabis has had a significant impact on 
the city’s culture and identity. While it still operates within a legal 
gray area, the growth of the cannabis industry in Barcelona reflects 
a growing acceptance of the plant as a legitimate part of modern 
society.


