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Roadmap

ANCSA Contaminated Lands Background

Reports to Congress

 Inventory of Sites

Resources for Site Work

Paths Forward
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ANCSA

 December 18, 1971

 13 Regional Corporations

 224 Village Corporations

 44 million acres + $962,000,000





ANCSA Contaminated Lands

White Alice Communication Site

Northeast Cape St. Lawrence Island

Naval Arctic Research Lab Barrow 



Congressman Don Young:  

“It was clearly not the intention of 
ANCSA to extinguish Native claims by 
conveying contaminated property to 
recipients"



1998 BLM Report

• ~37.3 million acres conveyed

• ~650 contaminated sites transferred

• 383 contaminated sites in a federal program

• Unclear how many other sites of concern

• Reluctance to report due to liability concern



1998 Recommendations

1. Establish a forum of ANCSA land owners and Federal, State, local, and Tribal 
agencies for exchanging information, discussing issues, and setting priorities.

2. Compile a coordinated, comprehensive inventory of contaminated sites with input 
from all parties.

3. Apply EPA policies to ANCSA landowners, not to impose landowner liability to 
Federal transferees for contamination existing at the time  of conveyance, where the 
landowner has not contributed to the contamination

4. Analyze the data collected and report to Congress on sites not covered in existing 
programs and recommend whether further Federal programs or actions are needed.

5. Modify policies, where needed, to address contaminants and structures that may 
affect public health and safety on ANCSA lands.

6. Continue to develop, under the leadership of the EPA and any other relevant 
agencies, a process to train and enable local residents to better participate in clean-up 
efforts. 



June 2012 – June 2016

U.S. Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management

2013 2014 2015 2016

Oct-12
ANVCA & AFN

pass resolutions

4/27/2015 - 9/1/2015

Database review
Native Corporation Mtgs

Jan-14
BLM initiates 

conveyance determination 
 on 4 databases

Dec-14
PL 113-235 directs 

BLM report
 to Congress

Jun-16
BLM delivers report

to Congress, 
database access to public

Sep-13
AK delegation letter
 to Sec. Sally Jewel

Jun 12
NOK raises issue
 with Murkowski



2016 BLM Report

Follow up to the 1988 Report to Congress of 
Hazardous Substance Contamination of Alaska 
Native Claims Settlement Act Lands in Alaska

Purpose:

Comprehensive inventory of contaminated sites 
conveyed through ANCSA

Updated status on the six recommendations 
listed in 1988 report; and

A detailed plan on how the DOI intends to 
complete cleanup of each contaminated site



2016 BLM Report

• 920 contaminated sites 

• 328 cleanup complete

• 242 institutional controls

• 338 still required cleanup

•94 orphaned sites

• 104+ may be added 



2016 Recommendations 

The ADEC should finalize the comprehensive 
inventory and implement a remedial action 
process.

Establish a formal contaminated lands working 
group.

Initiate site clean-up process.



BLM
Web 
Map

http://blm-egis.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=3af8be2b154c440abf4efb3702b1df5d



BLM Map Links go to DEC 
web site



2017-18 Agency Follow-up 

• Committee chaired by DEC, EPA, DOI

• Membership: BLM, Corps of Engineers, Air Force, 
FAA, Coast Guard, Army, Navy, Forest Service, 
National Guard

• Quarterly meetings in 2017 and 2018 

• Coordination with Denali Commission and ANTHC



Inventory

• Reconciling site lists

• Researching “Orphan Sites” 

• Updating DEC database



Establish a Contaminated Lands 
Working Group

Denali Commission Outreach

Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium 
(ANTHC) 



Initiate Site Cleanup Process

 Underway on most sites

 Need ANC input on sites that are in a program

 Prioritizing ANCSA sites for response

 Current and future land use plans

 Adequacy of cleanup

 Verification sites – need more information



Orphan Sites 

• Potentially Responsible Party (PRP) Research

• Negotiation over shared responsibilities

• Enforcement 

• Other Resources 



DEC Brownfields 

EPA State Response Program grantee

Education and outreach about brownfields in 
Alaska

Technical assistance

DEC Brownfields Assessment & Cleanup 
service (DBAC)





Federal Definition of a Brownfield

Defined as “real property, the expansion, 
redevelopment, or reuse of which may be 
complicated by the presence or potential presence 
of a hazardous substance, pollutant, or 
contaminant.”

Funding depends on meeting this definition!



Ingredients of a Brownfield 

Brownfield

Known or 
Suspected 

Contamination







DEC Brownfields Assessment & Cleanup 
(DBAC)

Assessment or cleanup for 
eligible brownfields 
properties

Services awarded

Competitive statewide

Application period will open 
October 2018



DBAC Objectives

Determine if an environmental problem is 
limiting reuse

 Identify nature and extent of contamination

Make recommendations for additional 
assessment

 Identify cleanup options and cost estimates

Conduct cleanup activities to enable site reuse



2009 DBAC - McGrath
• City of McGrath - Community 

Development Block grant

• McGrath Native Village Corp –
Indian Community Development 
Block grant

• DBAC

Raised over $2 million dollars



Eligibility  

DBAC EPA Competitive TBA

Native Corporations

Yes Yes Yes

Federally Recognized 

Tribes

Yes No* Yes

Local Governments Yes Yes Yes

*Federally Recognized Tribes can partner with Alaska Native Regional 

Corporations, Alaska Native Village Corporations



Resources

Assessment/Cleanup 

 Department of Defense (DoD)

 Native American Lands Environmental Mitigation 

Program (NALEMP) 

 Brownfields (EPA ARC grants, TBA, DBAC)

 EPA Preliminary Assessment/Site Inspection (PASI)

Technical Assistance

 EPA Tribal Response Programs (TRPs)

 DEC Contaminated Sites/Brownfields staff



Brownfields Legislation 

H.R. 3017, the Brownfields Enhancement, 
Economic Redevelopment, and 
Reauthorization Act of 2017

 Increases cleanup amounts from $200,000 
to $500,000 per site, with a potentially 
$750,000 with a waiver from the EPA

S. 822, Brownfields Utilization, Investment, 
and Local Development Act of 2017, or the 
“BUILD Act”.

 Increases cleanup amounts from $200,000 
to $500,000 per site, with a potentially 
$650,000 with a waiver from the EPA

 Alaska Native Village and Native 
Corporation relief

https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/3017 https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/senate-bill/822



Thank you!
• Questions?

Contact Information:
John Halverson 
907-269-7545
john.halverson@alaska.gov
http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/

Christy Howard
907-465-5206
christy.howard@alaska.gov
http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/brownfields.htm

Eric Breitenberger 

907-451-2158

eric.breitenberger@alaska.gov
http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/

http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/
http://dec.alaska.gov/spar/csp/

