Civilian Conservation Corps—Instilling Morale
and Dignity in America’s Young Men

Sid Taylor, DOF, Park Naturalist, Aug 2008
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Half of the

123 mi
people

llion

In the

US were

iving in
poverty,

nelow
subsistence
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt, elected as NY governor in
1928, helped pass laws to aid in county and state
reforestation in 1929. Abandoned or submarginal farm
lands were purchased in 1930 to plant trees.

; !
i |

. Tnlb-%."-sv — jr‘
- M'P.A ‘.Q‘

- "._ ad 2 " :
- .\)‘.‘.f! ‘0'". e "




President Hoover’s only
answer to the Great
Depression had been to
veto a $2 billion Public
Works bill on July 2, 1932
which was to put the WWI
veterans to work. He called
it “a squandering of public
money”. He believed the
Depression was a business
and industry problem and
business should fix it. “The
cure for unemployment is to
find jobs”, Herbert Hoover,
December 5, 1929.


http://www.ensalon.com/enradio/voaspe/vopspe4/voanation/200609/20060926022300.html
http://www.ensalon.com/enradio/voaspe/vopspe4/voanation/200609/20060926022300.html

“Our program is two-fold,” President Roosevelt
told the country. “Conservation of our natural
resources and conservation of our human

resources: Both are sound investments for
the future....”. r




Roosevelt planned a fight
against soll erosion and
declining timber
resources. With the labor
of unemployed young

men from our large urban
areas, he established the
Civilian Conservation
Corps (CCC): know until
1937 as the Emergency
Conservation Work Act.
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Dirt blackened the skies all the way to Washington,
D C and landed on FDR'’s desk in the Oval office.
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Read oral histories of the Dust Bowl in Timothy
Egan’s The Worst Hard Time, Boston: Houghton
Mifflin Company, 2006
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Amarillo, Texas 1936
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9000
banks

closed In
the US
between
1930
and

March

1933.




On March 15, 1933 FDR called his four secretaries of Labor, Interior,
Agriculture and War into the same room asking them to come up with the
details, which they did in one afternoon. Seen here on the right, from
Department of Agriculture, is Henry Agard Wallace.
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Composed of representatives of the Secretaries
of War, Labor, Agriculture and Interior, the
Advisory Council served for the duration of the
CCC, until July 1, 1942 .
' — =T ‘ |

Standing: Dean Snyder, Labor;

Fred Morrell, Forest Service;:

C.W. Bailey, Veterans Admin.

Seated: Conrad Wirth, Interior;

Robert Fechner, CCC
Administrator;

Capt. William Cooper,

Commanding Officer;

Gen. Tyner, War Department.

Jan. 13, 1939



Camp Roosevelt opened at George Washington
National Forest near Luray, Virginia on April 17, 1933.

L-R: Maj.
Gen. Paul B.
: Col.
Louis
Secretary to
FDR; Harold
L. ,
Secretary of
Interior;
Robert

Director
Emergency
Conservation
Work;

Henry A.

Secretary of
Agriculture;
Rexford

Administrator
of
Resettlement
Admin.
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Only boys from families already receiving Federal
Emergency Relief were eligible for CCC enroliment
until this requirement was relaxed in 1939.
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Dept. of Labor, through its state and local relief
offices, would be responsible for the selection and
enroliment of applicants. By April 7, 1933 they had
their first inductee. 250,000 were signed up for the

first six month stint. NY sent the most NV, the least.
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3.1 million young men would serve in the nine years

and two months of the Civilian Conservation Corps,

with a total of 3,465,766 enrollees in 4,500 camps.

Each camp had 26 Leaders and Assistants, 8 from
the Army and 18 from the work agency.




Department of War would use their recruiting strategies

to establish the logistics of the work force.




After recruitment the first stop was a training camp for
three weeks of physical conditioning with the Army.
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Initially unmarried boys between eighteen to twenty
five were enrolled for six months and eligible
to re-up for a an additional six months.
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Drought in the mid-western states in 1934 expanded
the program to include 50,000 more into the CCCs
from the middle of the Country. The age limit was
expanded to 28 to aid more struggling families.



A second modification authorized the enrollment of about 25,000 older local
men who, because of their experience or special skills, were vital to train and
protect the unskilled enrollee in his transition from city greenhorn to expert
handler of axe and shovel. They were called LEMs, meaning Local
Experienced Men. This satisfied demand from communities near the CCC
camps that their own unemployed men be put to work.
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Riving or spllttl g shlngles Shapmg shlngles Wlth
draw blade work



25,000 veterans of the Spanish-American War

and World War | were included beginning in the
summer of 1934 after 1000 of the "Bonus Army”
returned to the White House Lawn.
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Undoubtedly the greatest
resource was the disciplined
men serving as CCCs who
were learning the routine of
the army. The were being
strengthened by the three hot
meals provided each day,
benefiting from health care,
recelving literacy and
vocational training,
participating in morale
boosting activities, and were
growing personally due to
their first trips out of home
counties.



Tents were used for
Initial housing
before barracks
could be built,
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and temporary Spike Camps were erected on
projects in the woods.
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The Army used its own regular and reserve officers (together
with regulars of the Marine Corps, Navy and warrant officers of
the Coast Guard) to command camps and companies.



At Camp Roosevelt by 1942 there were 24 buildings,
which included six barracks, a recreation hall,
education building, wash house, officer’s quarters,
iInfirmary, mess hall and kitchen, Army office and
garage and truck shed.



Barracks were shared

th 199 others guys.
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Uniforms:

This boy Is happy to be In
the CCC. He has just been
given the issue of clothing
furnished all boys who
joined the Corps. Both
clothes for work and their
dress uniforms were
spruce green in the winter
and khaki for summer
wear.




12% of CCC support
funds were spent on
clothes: Olive drab dress
uniforms and denim work
clothes. Olive drab
changed to green in
Oct.1939.
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Each enrollee had to replace
lost or destroyed articles
himself. They were replaced
by the Army when they were
worn out naturally. Upon
discharge, he was allowed to
wear home the clothes of
“‘immediately necessity”.



No frills Camp-life: doing the laundry.







Pay was $30 a month/ a dollar each day. $25 was sent

straight home to the family of the enrollee and he had $5

a month pocket change. Families were not allowed to
send any money to enrollees.




FDR’s welcome to enrollees in 1934:
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Interior and

Agriculture found the
projects in State and
National Parks inall
48 states, and Hawaii, = ¢

Alaska, Puerto Rico iy e
and the Virgin Islands. o
: ins i€

=M Dally work was

#3874 supervised by the Forest
' § Service, both Federal &

. State, National Park
Service, or Indian
Services of Department of
= Agriculture.




Five hundred CCC camps were under the control of
the Soil Conservation Service performing erosion
control. Erosion was ultimately arrested on more
than twenty million acres.




The CCC made outstanding contributions in the
development of recreational facilities in national,
state, county and metropolitan parks. A third of all
enrollees participated in demonstrating soil erosion

control techniques to private land owners.




In Florida the Soil Conservation Service took up
tree planting to control erosion. 200 million trees
were planted in what would become

Withlacoochee State Forest.
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Roosevelt's Tree
Army on the job



CCCs=Colossal
College of Calluses

Tree Troopers
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Country-wide, 3 billion trees were planted

by the Soil Soldiers .



Devast_;ated timber stands created

S potential for devastating
es:
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4,235,000 man-days were devoted to fighting
fires. Wildfires were erupting every two and a
guarter minutes, day and night, in the mid-1930s.
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89,000 miles of telephone lines were
erected connecting the towers.
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Richloam, Withlacoochee Project
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In Florida 49,000 men worked on CCC projects. The
annual number of camps was twenty-one with a total
of seventy three over the eight years.
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Drainage was another important phase of land conservation and
management. There were 84,400,000 acres of good agricultural land
dependent on man-made drainage systems, an area equal to the combined
states of Ohio, Indiana and lowa. Forty-six camps were assigned to this
work under the direction of the U.S. Bureau of Agriculture Engineering.



Residents of southern Indiana will never forget the
emergency work of the CCC during the flooding of
the Ohio River in 1937. The combined strength of
camps Iin the area saved countless lives and much
property in danger of being swept away. They
contributed 1,240,000 man-days of emergency work
In floods of the Ohio and Mississippi valleys.
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Other disasters in which the CCC participated
were the floods of Vermont and New York In
1937 and the New England hurricane of 1938.
During blizzards of 1936-37 in Utah, a million
sheep were stranded and in danger of
starvation. CCC enrollees braved the drifts













between 40,000 and 110,000 illiterates were taught to
read and write.




This training was on the enrollee's own time.
Teachers were hired from the outside and called
Educational Advisors. Some leaned to type.
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Tens of thousands earned 8th Grade Diploma
and some earned high school diplomas.

EDUCATIONAL BLDG




Writing letters home




One in 10 enrollees was black. Robert Fechner attempted to integrate the
CCC outside of the South. Due to public uproar, in 1935, 150 “Colored
Camps” were established. The president of the National Association of the
Advancement of Colored People, Thomas L. Griffith, supported this
decision and said it was not discrimination as these men were making the
same wage as the whites for the same work. 200,000 blacks had served
by January 1940. 90% participated in camp educational programs.







150 different vocational skills were taught by means
of on the job training. Whatever specialty fell to the
camp, the men learned skills that helped them gain
employment on the outside with some moving into
Federal jobs due to their CCC exposure.
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Radio Operating; \| | PS8 3 :

Communications;

Learning Codes







Terms of duty were also
expanded for five key
members per camp: three
cooks, one mess steward
and one leader, regardless
of their marital status.

Assistants, such as
second cooks, made
$36/month



Mess stewards kept the cupboard inventory and
oversaw the mess hall chores and menus.
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Enrollees gained an average of 12 pounds each
from the government rations.




Quantities consumed every 30 days in the Fifth Corps

Arca were as follows:
341,640 pounds ol bread

513,000 pounds of potatoes

152.658 pounds of fresh meat
69,174 pounds ol sausage
39.474 pounds of bacon
24.840 pounds of ham

7,540 dozen cggs

23.332 pounds of butter
16,038 pounds of checse

135,000 pounds of sugar
78.300 pounds of beans
51.300 pounds of coffce
63,663 cans evaporated milk
40.068 pounds of flour
27.000 pounds of rice
45,900 pounds ol onions
22,680 pounds macaroni
24.786 pounds cornmeal
31,600 pounds
26,876 cans vegetables
28,674 cans of tomatoces
15,768 pounds of lard

5.552 packages of bran flakes

17,496 packages corn [lakes
9,000 packages rolled oats
16.362 cans fruit

11,340 pounds of cvaporated peaches
8,100 pounds of chicken fryers

5,562 pounds cocoa
2,052 gallons pickles
270 gallons mayonnaise
324,000 pounds of ice
48,600 gallons of fresh milk

= 65 miles of
loaves placed ¢nd
to end or
18 carloads.
= 13 carloads.
= 6 carloads.
= 3 carloads.
= 2 carloads.
= | carload.
= | 1/4 carloads.
= 1 carload.
= | carload.
= 4 carloads.
=4 carloads.
= 3 carloads.
=2 1/2 carloads.
= 1 carload.
= | carload.

2 carloads.
carload.
carload.
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carloads.
2 carloads.
| carload.

1 carload.

1 carload.

172 carload.

1 carload.

1 carload.

| carload.

1/2 carload.

= 1 carload.

= 2 carloads.

=7 carloads.

=1 1/3 carloads.”
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With camp construction, providing clothing, medical,
dental and transportation services and feeding
enrollees, nearly $1 billion was put into circulation.
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Woodworking,

Yorktown, Va.

Landscaping




Rock busting; road

construction

Masonry




Auto mechanics
Included engine
repair, truck driving
and welding skills.




| Machine Shop




Tractor repair
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.+ Diesel powered
shovel repair



Wheelwright shop in 1933, Third Corps




Brick laying
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construction &

Carpentry



Bridge construction

Sawyer skills




Sports teams for boxing,
baseball, softball,
basketball, swimming and
track were formed.




Music was an .
iImportant R Do
pastime. ‘

Dances were
scheduled.

Enrollees
participated in
local
community
parades and
festivals.




Public speaking
skills were
encouraged.

Leaves were extended.




GREAT SMOKY
MOUNTAINS ;-
NATIONAL PARK -

BIOSPHERE RESERVE ~

22 camps in GSMNP establlsﬁed QD'O‘HTTre' <
~of “trails and most of the infrastructure used

.»r >

BB still today. -




FDR dedicated the Great Smoky Mountain National Park,
on September 2, 1940.




Smoky Mountain National Park monument dedicated to
the CCC project stands on top of the continental divide
between North Carolina and Tennessee where FDR
dedicated their work .




B
Florida maintained an annual average of twenty-five

CCC camps throughout the program's existence.
Examples of their work can be seen at Oleno State
Park, Torreya State Park, Florida Caverns State
Park, Fort Clinch State Park, Gold Head Branch
State Park, Hillsborough River and Highlands
Hammock State Park, the latter which houses a
museum dlsplay of

The'CCE
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Ft. Clinch, 1937






George Cason, Robert Holcombe, Emory Cason
and Lisa Von Borowsky planting Cypress on the
edge of Lake Lindsay, Dec. 1935



George Cason, Robert Holcombe, Emory Cason and
Lisa Von Borowsky planting Cypress on the edge of
Lake Lindsay, Dec. 1935
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Cattle Barn
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Milk house being constructed near Cattle Barn.

A milking house was built between the two.

/







Red Poll cows for milking



Foundation for Hen Laying House, August 28, 1932




Old poultry bldg, remodeled for office, chicken

killing room and lab with microscope.
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Springhouse Bdoir'xs -0 ' OPicnic Table CCC

Springhcuse Robipsé ,l
Banane Pond —> "
Reservoir Robin > [] (very dangerous)
Bricdge CCC\}

Brooklyn Bridge CCC w

Catt.e Dipping Trough CCC — U
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Drilling e 12" drainage well, The well is 360' feep
and the water stands 35' below surfece of ground. An
enormous quantity of water was secured and it is
estimated thet 5,000 gallons of water could be pumped
per minute should it ever be needed for irrigation

purposes,




Digging weter oak, live osk and holly trecs for replenting
along roads end entrence to Senctuary. About o5 of these
treos have lived, ©WA helpers.
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Civil Works Administration was a temporary agency
In the winter of 1933-34 created to get the work
started.
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Florida's CCC State Parks

In 2002, a $250,000 remodeling
project was completed, providing
visitors with an interactive
experience of life in the CCCs.

Florida's CCC Museum
Highlands Hammock State Park
5931 Hammock Rd.
Sebring, FL. 33872

(863) 386-6094

Painting on cover: courtesy of NACCCA
Printing courtesy of: NACCCA Florida Chapters and
Friends uf Highlands Hammock State Park

izen Support Organization.

T'he Flori ce welcomes the opportunity 1o assist
visitors with disabilities. Some accommodations are avail

able o make the 1 ms accessible. Please contact a staff
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Florida Department of En
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Florida's CCC State Parks

In 2002, a $250,000 remodeling
project was completed, providing
visitors with an interactive

experience of life in the CCCs,

These eight parks developed by the
CCC marked the beginning of the state
park system. When you visit the parks,
you will see the rustic style construction
and the craftsmanship that characterize
the CCC's work:

1 Highlands Hammock, in Sebring -
The CCC constructed the con¢ession
building, the museum building, roads,

and bridges.

2 Myakka River, in Sarasota - The CCC
constructed the visitor center, cabins,
picnic pavilions, and roads.

3 Hillsborough River, in Thonotosassa -
The CCC constructed the suspension
bridge, picnic pavilions, and visitor center.
4 Gold Head Branch, in Keystone
Heights - The CCC constructed cabins,
pavilion, bathhouse, roads, and camping
area.

5 O'Leno, in High Springs - The cce
constructed the log pavilion, fire tower
training building, and suspension bridge.
6 Fort Clinch, in Fernandina Beach - The
CCC performed restoration work on the
fort, and constructed the visitor center,
roads, and camping area bathhouse.

7 Torreya, in Bristol - The CCC relocated
the Gregory House, and constructed the
barracks building, stone bridge, and trails.
8 Florida Caverns, in Marianna - The
CCC excavated the tour cave, and built
the visitor center and roads.
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