
“It is like being a Halloween pumpkin. God picks you from the field, brings you in, and washes 
all the dirt off you by inviting you to confess your sins and seek reconciliation. Then he cuts off 
the top and scoops out the yucky stuff. He removes the pulp of impurity and injustice and 
seeds of doubt, hate, and greed from you. Then He carves you a new smiling face and puts 
His light of holiness or Holy Spirit inside you to shine for the entire world to see by your 
serving and sharing love, mercy and forgiveness.” This is the Christian idea behind the carved 
pumpkins during the Halloween season. 

The priest asked the 2nd graders, “Can anyone tell me what I have to do to become a 
saint?”  Suppose I help others, can I become a saint? the priest asked. No, all the children 
shouted. The priest continued, suppose, I donate all the money to the poor, can I become a 
saint. The kids again shouted, NO Father. Then priest asked again, then how can I become a 
saint? One hand shot up: ‘You have to die,” said the little girl. “No”, the priest said. “You do not 
have to die in order to become a saint.” You could be living saint”.  Yes, indeed, we do not 
have to wait till death to become a saint. We are called to become living saints.  I am glad that 
I have met and spoken to at least one living saint – Mother Teresa of Kolkata. 

Today we celebrate the feast of those galaxy of holy men and women who lived according to 
these Beatitudes and after death are now honored as saints in the Catholic Church. Many of 
them were already considered saints while they were still alive. They come from all ages and 
cultures, and belong to all temperaments and characters, canonized and uncanonized. Some 
of them are well known and popular, and are honored the year round in shrines and churches; 
others are obscure and venerated only locally. Among them could be many of our family 
members, relatives and friends who have gone before us are now in heaven as saints but not 
canonized. And we all will join them if we practice the beatitudes in our lives about which we 
heard in today’s gospel. 

There is no Gospel passage that has impressed, challenged and influenced human minds so 
much as the Sermon on the Mount. The appreciation of these words of Jesus goes beyond the 
limits of religions and cultures. Especially the section of the Beatitudes in the Sermon has 
attracted many people and has awakened in them interest to learn more about Christianity. 

Because of the Beatitudes, the Gospel is known as the good news of joy. It is precisely the 
promise of happiness that makes the eight Beatitudes in the Sermon attractive. They hide in 
them the secret code to unlock the mystery of everlasting happiness. Hence the central theme 
of today’s Gospel is happiness. 

On this feast of All Saints when we think about holiness, many of us tend to think that only 
extraordinary people are holy people.  The Church reminds us today that God's call for 
holiness is universal, that all of us are called to live in His love and to make His love real in 
the lives of those around us We are all called to become saints, not only after death but living 
saints. 

We can be living saints if we practice the beatitudes in our day today life. 

 


