
The parish church was badly in need of repair. So, the pastor called a special meeting 

inside the Church to raise funds. At the assembly the pastor explained the need of an 

emergency fund for plastering the roof and supporting pillars and the other areas which 

needed repair. He invited pledge of contributions. After a brief pause Mr. Murphy, the 

richest man in the parish, volunteered he would give 50 dollars. Just as he sat down, a 

hunk of plaster fell from the ceiling on the head of Mr. Murphy. He jumped up looking 

terribly startled and corrected himself: “I meant to say 500 dollars.” The congregation 

stood silent and stunned. Then a lone voice cried out: “Oh Lord, hit him again!” 

In today's Gospel also Jesus tells the story of another rich man who fails to make proper 

use of his riches by neglecting the poor Lazarus. 

In fact, the main theme of this Sunday's readings is the warning that the selfish and 

extravagant use of God’s blessings, like wealth, without sharing them with the poor and 

the needy is a serious sin deserving eternal punishment. 

In the first reading, prophet Amos issues a powerful warning to those who seek wealth at 

the expense of the poor and who spend their time and their money on themselves alone. 

He prophesies that those rich and self-indulgent people will be punished by God with exile 

because they don’t care for their poor and suffering brothers.  

In today’s Gospel, Jesus gives us a warning, pointing to the destiny of the rich man who 

neglected his duty to show mercy to poor Lazarus. The rich man was punished, not for 

having riches, but for not sharing them with others. 

The parable is presented as a one act play with two scenes. The opening scene presents 

the luxurious life of the rich man in costly dress, enjoying five course meals every day, in 

contrast to the miserable life of the poor and sick beggar living in the street by the rich 

man’s front door, competing with stray dogs for the crumbs discarded from the rich man’s 

dining table. 

As the curtain opens for the second scene, the situation is reversed. The beggar Lazarus is 

enjoying Heavenly bliss as a reward for his fidelity to God in his poverty and suffering, 

while the rich man is thrown down into the excruciating suffering of Hell as punishment 

for not doing his duty of showing mercy to the poor by sharing with the beggar at his door 

the mercies and blessings God has given him. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why was the rich man punished? Not because he was rich. He did not drive either the 

poor beggar or the stray dogs from in front of his door nor did he prevent either from 

sharing the discarded crumbs and leftovers from his table. The rich man was very much 

concerned with his brothers. Even in the midst of burning fire and killing thirst, he was 

worried of his brothers. Yes, his love of neighbors was limited to his own family circle 

and he neglected totally who were outside his family circle like Lazarus. He failed to see 

Lazarus as his brother. And he was punished for this. 

The problem why the rich man went to hell has a lot to do with what we think sin is. We 

often think that we sin only by thought, words and deeds. We forget a fourth and very 

important way through which we sin, namely, by omission. In the “I Confess” we say 

these words: “I have sinned through my own fault, in my thoughts and in my words, in 

what I have done and in what I have failed to do.”  

Yet how readily we forget the sin of omission. Today’s parable reminds us that the sin of 

omission can take us away from God. This is what happened to the rich man.  

You may not consider yourself rich but compared to many people around the world, you 

are all very rich. We are all rich enough to share our blessings with others. God has blessed 

each one of us with wealth or health or special talents or social power or political influence 

or a combination of many blessings. The parable invites us to share what we have been 

given with others in various ways instead of using everything exclusively for selfish gains. 

We need to remember that sharing is the criterion of Last Judgment: Matthew (25:31ff) 

tells us that all six questions to be asked of each one of us by Jesus when He comes in 

glory as our judge are based on how we have shared our blessings from him (food, 

drink, home, mercy and compassion), in our brothers and sisters, anyone in need. 

Today there are many Lazarus’s at our door waiting that we shall do something to help 

them. They are our unborn brothers and sisters in their mothers’ wombs. As the cry of 

Lazarus in today’s Gospel was totally neglected by the rich man similarly the cry of these 

unborn babies for a chance to live are rejected 137 times per second in our country. The 

rich man was condemned for not treating Lazarus as his brother. We also will be 

condemned if we fail to do anything for these unborn brothers and sisters of ours. 

 

 


