
In 1948.when, Saint Mother Teresa, then only Sr. Teresa, a Loretto nun, left 

the comfortable life of being a Principal of a school as a Loreto nun, to serve 

the poor and the abandoned of Kolkata, she had only very little money and 

only three pieces of white sarees with blue border which is now the habit of 

her congregation. It might have looked impossible and insane. Though she had 

no money but she had great faith. And with this faith she managed to work 

miracles. With this faith she was not able to move just one tree but the whole 

world. She did something which was like planting a tree in the sea.  

 

Similarly, when, Right brothers were trying to fly many people might have 

thought they have gone insane trying to do something which was impossible. 

But, in faith they persisted, and we have the results today. Same thing could be 

said of many scientific inventions. 

 

All three readings on the 27th Sunday speak a lot about "faith” and how it 

works in our lives. 

In the first reading faith of prophet Habakkuk is badly shaken. He sees only 

pain and suffering around him. Horrible things were happening at the time that 

Habakkuk wrote our first reading for this week. Habakkuk lived around 650 

years before the Lord. It was a time of violence. The Babylonians had 

conquered the Assyrians and were threatening or attacking the rest of the world, 

including the Kingdom of Judah. The Jews themselves were continually 

assaulting each other. Hatred and violence were part of life, even accepted. So, 

Habakkuk cried out to the Lord: "Lord, are you unaware of what is happening? 

We are all going to be killed! And the Lord responds: "Have faith" The just 

one because of his faith will live. 

 

In the Gospel Jesus uses the parable of the mustard seed to teach them about 

faith and service. “If you have faith the size of a mustard seed ----------” 

Planting a tree in the sea using words alone sounds impossible and foolish to 

us.  But, using this metaphor, Jesus challenges us to attempt the difficult things 

of life.  By this strange example, Jesus shows us that we, too, can perform 

miracles.   We must be ready to attempt things that otherwise look impossible 

and insane.  



 

The situation today is not different from what it was at the time of prophet 

Habakkuk. We live in a world of violence and terror. Every day we hear stories 

of crimes and tragedies, scandals and corruptions, which contradict our vision 

of a peaceful and happy world. Gang rape in India and other incidents of 

atrocities committed towards women. Incidents of gun violence in USA like 

school shooting at sandy hook elementary school, Boston bombing etc. We 

hear about police shooting of some Africa American leading to more violence, 

unrest and tension among communities like in Ferguson. Not to forget about 

the terror and violence caused by the ISIS.  

Even in our own personal life sometimes we experience tragedies after 

tragedies, one death after another in the family. 

I once attended a funeral of a priest in India. His mother had died a few months 

back. His only other younger brother also recently had stroke and came for 

funeral on the wheel chair. So, at the funeral I heard one of the sisters of this 

deceased priest say, “why God, why this happened to only our family”?  May 

be many of us gone through the same emotions and complaints against God. 

 

It would appear that the forces of evils are gaining upper hand in the 

world.  Our faith in God becomes shaky.  In such situations let’s remember the 

assurance of God given to prophet Habakkuk. If we have faith, we shall 

triumph. “the just one, because of his faith, shall live. 

 

Therefore, faith for Mother was not only a static thing; it was very dynamic, a 

sort of energy that came from Jesus. Faith in him had to be lived in action, 

which she lived to the full. In this Year of Faith, we must keep her in mind and 

keep our Lord Jesus in front of us. We continue to live her faith in the various 

activities that will be held in different parishes and different dioceses as 

Christians and witnesses to our faith 

 

So, let's have faith and try to do things which may seem impossible like 

planting a tree in the sea. Our faith should be not static but active and expressed 

in serving others. 

 


