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Congratula-

tions to Bob 

Inderbitzen 

and Bill DiPaolo for correctly guess-

ing last monthôs Stamp Quiz!  It was 

Denmark, Scott 97, Facit 131, 5 ore 

King Chris-

tian X.  The 

stamp is part 

of a series 

issued from 

1913ð1938.  

Stay tuned 

for next 

monthôs 

Stamp Quiz. 

Bosnia & Herzegovina was a province occupied by the Austro-Hungarian 
Empire in 1878 and formally annexed in 1908.  Beginning in 1879 stamps 
were issued for the territory.  In 1906 the first stamps to bear the name of 
Bosnia & Herzegovina were issued.  The series of stamps is known as the 
Landscape Issue and the finely engraved, bold geometric patterns make 
these stamps among the most beautiful ever produced.  The set was issued 
on November 1, 1906, and consists of 16 stamps with denominations con-
sisting of 1 heller (h) 2h, 3h, 5h, 6h, 10h, 20h, 25h, 30h, 35h, 40h, 45h, 50h, 
1 krone (k), 2k, and 5k (Scott 30-45).  A favorite issue of many worldwide 
collectors, it was produced by the Austrian State Printing Works in Vienna. 
The stamps were printed on unwatermarked paper and the initial primary 
perforation gauge used was 12İ; however, as we shall see, many perfora-
tion varieties exist. 
 
This story starts when the first printing occurred in fall of 1906.  The Kaiser-
lich und Kºniglich (K.u.K.) Kriegsministerium (meaning ñImperial and Royalò 
Austro-Hungarian War Ministry) administered the postal system in Bosnia & 
Herzegovina.  The K.u.K. War Ministry ordered imperforate sheets and 
sheets perforated 12İ for each stamp to be shipped from Vienna to Saraje-
vo in time to meet the proposed date of issue.  Mysteriously, the shipment 
was lost on the Sava River while transiting through the northern Bosnian 
town of Brod, so the stamps had to be quickly replaced to meet the deadline.    
 
In addition, to determine the perf pattern best suited to easy separation of 
these large format stamps, the K.u.K. War Ministry ordered the Austrian 
State Printing Works to produce sheets fully perforated 9ı and sheets fully 
perforated 12İ.  Stamps can be found with each of these perfs.  The K.u.K. 
Ministry also commissioned perf trials to produce sheets with a mix of gaug-
es 9ı and 12İ.  Presumably, the sheets were to be perforated 9ı in only 
one orientation and 12İ in the other, although it didnôt turn out that way.  
Hence, stamps can be found in a mix of compound perfs with these two 
gauges.  When such a compound is produced with two perf gauges on one 
stamp, it is called a ñdoubleò compound.  Figure 1 shows a double compound 
3h stamp perforated 9ı X 12İ X 12İ X 9ı .   

Figure 1.   Double 
compound 3h 
stamp perforated 
9ı X 12İ X 12İ X 
9ı .  Double com-
pounds occurred 
when two different 
perf gauges are 
used on the stamp.  
This beautifully en-
graved  stamp 
shows the Pliva 
Gate in Jajce, Bos-
nia. 
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Inexplicably, the State Printing Works also produced test perfs in gauges 6İ, 9ı, and 12İ on the same sheet.  Most 
likely this was because a year earlier, in 1905, the State Printing Works had released a ñSpecial Issueò of the previous 
Bosnia & Herzegovina small format stamps with these mixed gauge perfs.  The State Printing Works most likely misun-
derstood the K.u.K. War Ministryôs orders and incorrectly assumed the Ministry wanted the Landscape Issue to be perfo-
rated similarly to the 1905 ñSpecial Issue.ò  As a result, a random assortment of perforating pins with gauges 6İ, 9ı, 
and 12İ were used on the same sheets, both horizontally and vertically.  Hence, stamps can be found in compound with 
two or three different gauges on one stamp.  When three different gauges occur on one stamp, it is called a ñtripleò com-
pound.  Figure 2 shows a block of four double compound 2h stamps.  The vertical perfs are, from left to right:  12İ - 6İ - 
12İ.  The horizontal perfs are, from top to bottom:  12İ - 6İ - 12İ. The block consists of four stamps, each with differ-
ent double compound perfs. Figure 3 shows a triple compound 5k stamp perforated 12İ x 6İ x 9ı x 12İ.  In the haste 
to replace the stamps lost in transit, the mixed perf sheets were sent along with the sheets that were fully perforated 9ı 
and 12İ.   

Bosnia & Herzegovina Compound Perforated Landscape Issues (cont.) 

This random assortment of dif-
fering gauges used on the 
same sheets, horizontally and 
vertically, is significant because 
it adds many additional varie-
ties.  For example, the heller 
denominations, which were 
printed in sheets of 50:  ten 
horizontal rows of stamps by 
five vertical rows of stamps. 
These sheets  had 11 rows of 
horizontal perfs and six rows of 
vertical perfs.  The perf gauges 
on each horizontal and vertical 
row varied, even for sheets of 
the same denomination 
stamps. For example, Figure 4 shows a half sheet of 25 of 
the 6h stamps with compound perfs.  It has only five hori-
zontal rows of stamps (we donôt know whether it is the top 
five rows or bottom five rows) but it has all five vertical rows 
of stamps.  This means that it has all six vertical rows of 
perfs.  The vertical perf gauges are, from left to right: 12İ - 

9ı - 6İ - 9ı - 6İ - 12İ.  This order of vertical rows comprises all the vertical rows on the sheet.  However, Figure 5 
shows a double compound block of four of the 6h stamps in which the vertical row perf gauges are, from left to right: 
12İ - 6İ - 12İ.  There is no way the block of four could have come from a sheet with the same order of perf gauges as 
the multiple of 25.  This proves there were at least two combinations of perf gauges for sheets of the 6h stamps.  Thereôs 
no reason to believe this was not the case for the other denominations, or that there were not more than two compound 
perf sheet variations. 

Figure 2.  Block of four double compound 2h stamps.  
The vertical perfs are, from left to right:  12İ - 6İ - 
12İ.  The horizontal perfs are, from top to bottom:  
12İ - 6İ - 12İ. Therefore, the block consists of four 
stamps, each with different double compound perfs.  

Figure 3.  Triple com-
pound 5k Franz Josef 
stamp perforated 12İ x 
6İ x 9ı x  12İ. 
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Bosnia & Herzegovina Compound Perforated Landscape Issues (cont.) 
To complicate the matter further, the gauge 6İ perforating pins were replaced at some point with gauge 10İ perforating 
pins; therefore, perf gauges 9ı, 10İ, and 12İ were used on the same sheets, horizontally and vertically.  Individual 
stamps can be found in double and triple compounds with those gauges. Figure 6 shows a block of four triple compound 
1h stamps.  The vertical perfs are, from left to right:  10İ - 9ı - 10İ.  The horizontal perfs are, from top to bottom:  10İ 
- 12İ - 12İ.  Each stamp has a different triple compound perf.  However, gauge 6İ is not found in conjunction with 
gauge 10İ.  It is not known why the State Printing Works continued production of compound perf sheets with gauges 
9ı, 10İ, and 12İ after the first initial group of compound sheets with gauges 6İ, 9ı, and 12İ was produced.   

If this is not confusing enough, it gets worse.  Among the remainders, some stamps were found perforated 5 in double 
and triple compounds with both 9ı and 12İ.  Gauge 5 is not found alone; therefore, it was probably inadvertently sub-
stituted for some gauge 6İ pins.  Unfortunately, it is unknown whether sheets of all 16 denominations were perforated 
with gauge 5 in compounds.  Only a few denominations have been found in which that perf gauge was used.  In addition, 
for some reason, sheets of the 6h and 20h were fully perforated with gauge 13İ. 

 

(Above) Figure 4.  Half sheet of 25 6h stamps with compound 
perfs showing all six vertical rows of perfs; vertical perf gaug-
es from left to right: 12İ - 9ı - 6İ - 9ı - 6İ - 12İ. 

(Right) Figure 5.  Double compound block of four of the 6h 
stamps with vertical row perfs from left to right: 12İ - 6İ - 
12İ.  There is no way the block of four could have come from 
a sheet with the same order of perf gauges as the multiple of 
25; therefore, there had to be at least two combinations of 
these vertical perf gauges.   
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Bosnia & Herzegovina Compound Perforated Landscape Issues (cont.) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are as exasperated as I am by this point, youôll agree that 
it is an understatement to say that collecting all the compound 
perfs is a challenge.  Iôm glad I took probability and statistics in 
college to help me calculate the number of compound perf varia-
tions.  I wonôt bore you with the math; although at some point I 
gave up and wrote out all the possible combinations to confirm 
those listed by Passer in his book, The Postage Stamps of Bos-
nia & Herzegovina.   For each denomination with mixed perf 
gauges 6İ, 9ı and 12İ, there are 78 collectible compound perf 
varieties.  This includes all possible double and triple com-
pounds.  With mixed perf gauges, 9ı, 10İ, and 12İ, there are 
another 78 collectible compound perf varieties;  however, 14 of 
the double compound varieties with perf gauges 9ı and 12İ, 
can already be found in the 6İ, 9ı and 12İ compound sheets.  
So if we subtract those, there are 64 additional collectible com-
pound perf varieties.  This makes a total of 142 collectable com-
pound perf varieties.  Therefore, for the set of 16 stamps there 
are 2272 verified collectible compound perf varieties (16 denom-
inations x 148 varieties per denomination).  Remember that for 
perf gauge 5, it is unknown how many of the 16 denominations 
in the series had this perf, so there is some uncertainty.  If we 

assume that all 16 denominations were compound perforated with gauge 5, that will add yet another 1024 varieties (16 
denominations x 64 novel possible combinations per denomination) for a maximum of 3296 collectible compound perf 
varieties.  Suffice to say, we are certain that there are between 2272 and 3296 verified collectible compound perf varie-
ties.  In addition, each stamp can be found fully perforated 6İ, 9ı, 10İ, and 12İ, as well as fully imperforate, for an-
other 80 varieties.  As mentioned earlier, the 6 and 20 heller can also be found fully perforated 13İ.  Finally, there are 
many horizontal and vertical rows that were not perforated, leading to a host of imperf between pairs. 

Figure 6.  Block of four triple compound 1h 
stamps.  Vertical perfs from left to right:  10İ - 9ı 
- 10İ.  Horizontal perfs from top to bottom:  10İ - 
12İ - 12İ.  Each stamp has different triple com-

pound perfs.   

Figure 7.   Multiple of nine 30h stamps with compound perfs 6İ and 12İ.   The intersection of two consecutive 
vertical rows perf 6İ with two horizontal rows perf 6İ lead to one stamp being fully perforated 6İ.   
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Bosnia & Herzegovina Compound Perforated Landscape Issues (cont.) 

Regarding the stamps that can be found fully perforated 6İ: this does not 
mean that full sheets were perforated with that perf gauge.  It is common to 
find multiples fully perforated 9ı and fully perforated 12İ, yet I have never 
encountered multiples fully perforated 6İ. On the contrary, I believe that 
stamps fully perforated with gauge 6İ occurred as a consequence of the 
intersection of two consecutive vertical rows perforated 6İ with two hori-
zontal rows perforated 6İ.  That would create one stamp fully perforated 
6İ.  Figure 7 shows such a multiple of nine of the 30h stamp with com-
pound perfs 6İ and 12İ.  Figure 8 shows an enlarged cropped image of 
the center stamp, which is fully perforated 6İ. This may not have  been 
the case with stamps fully perforated 10İ, I have seen pairs and a block of 
four fully perforated 10İ.  Although both are scarce, stamps fully perforat-
ed 10İ are scarcer than those fully perforated 6İ. 

Compound perforated landscape issues can also be found on cover.  
Many were philatelically inspired; genuine commercially used covers are 
less commonly seen.  Figure 9 shows a  cover from Sarajevo to the Phila-
telic Bureau in Vienna, Austria, franked with a 10h triple compound stamp perforated 6İ x 9ı x 12İ x 12İ.  The stamp 
correctly paid the rate the first-class letter from Bosnia & Herzegovina to Vienna, Austria.  The first class letter rate from 
Bosnia & Herzegovina to any other location within the Austo-Hungarian Empire was the same as the domestic letter rate. 

So, if youôre up for a challenge, the 1906 Landscape Issue perf varieties should satisfy your appetite.  However, be pre-
pared to go over budget for these issues.  It used to be much easier and less expensive to collect the varieties.  All that 
changed in 2006 when the Scott Classic Specialized Catalogue of Stamps and Covers added separate listings for perf 
and compound perf varieties (Scott 30(a-l) - 45(a-l)). Prior to that time, the catalogue values were predicated only on the 
basic and most common perforated 12İ stamps.  Following Scottôs separate listings, prices soared, much to chagrin of 
Bosnia & Herzegovina collectors.  Incredibly, catalogue values increased in some instances by over 5000% and well out 

of range of many collectors!  Nev-
ertheless, with careful and patient 
searching, you can still occasion-
ally find compound perforated 
stamps in bargain boxes.  Good 
luck and happy collecting! 

For more information about the 
Landscape Issues, see the Sep-
tember 2022 issue of the Philatel-
ic Bulletin. 

Figure 8.   Center stamp of the multiple 
of nine shown in the previous figure.  
The stamp is fully perforated 6İ.   
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(Left) Figure 9.   Cover dated 
July 15, 1910, from Sarajevo, 
Bosnia, to an individual in the 
Philatelic Bureau in Vienna, 
Austria.  The letter rate from 
Bosnia & Herzegovina to other 
locations within the Austro-
Hungarian Empire was 10 hel-
ler, the same as the domestic 
rate within Bosnia & Herze-
govina.  The 10 heller stamp is 
triple compound perforated 6İ 
x 9ı x 12İ x 12İ. 


