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Erie County Fair 2026
  ECRTL rented two booth spaces at the Erie County Fair this year to accommodate more visitors.  The enlarged space allowed visitors to enter and engage with our volunteers, watch the “Olivia” film, and look through our Pro Life resources.
Festivals and Fair Committee chairperson Kim Johnston reports that many young people visited our booth this year; 530 played Plinko! Adults accompanying some of the children had questions about the fetal models, always a subject of interest and questions.
This year we introduced “Maggie”, a baby doll that is the actual size of a full term baby.  The suggestion came from a young girl, named Maggie, who visited our booth at the Castalia Cold Creek Festival in July.  The young girl liked our display of fetal models, and asked why there wasn’t a model that shows what a baby looks like when the baby is born.  Kim soon ordered the life-like full-term baby model in time for the Erie County Fair.  “Maggie”, our full-term baby model, was a huge success at the Fair!  Many visitors held her and marveled how life-like “Maggie” is--a perfect illustration of our Sanctity of Life message.  Thank you to all of our Volunteers at the Booth!
Our ECRTL Booth final appearance of the season will be at the Woolly Bear Festival in Vermilion on Sunday Oct. 4.  Please contact Kim (419-271-3086) to volunteer to help spread the word about the Sanctity of Life in Vermilion!!

*Erie County Right to Life Meetings*
YOU are invited to come to our monthly meetings, held on the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.  at Calvary Baptist Church, Family Life Center, 1810 E. Perkins Ave., Sandusky.  Our upcoming meetings are:  Mondays October 12 and November 9.  President Lisa Maczuga prepares an agenda ahead of time; each standing committee presents a report.  Current Respect Life news is always on the agenda!  YOU are welcome to come!!!!  Bring along your ideas and enthusiasm to rebuild a Culture of Life in our community and beyond!! 

**More on IVF**
ECRTL believes that IVF (In Vitro Fertilization) is MORALLY WRONG and generally misunderstood.  IVF appears to be a good thing for infertile couples, but it is not morally or ethically sound. Restorative Reproductive Medicine (RRM) is a moral and ethical path for infertile couples.  We will explore IVF and RRM in our newsletter over the next few months.  
With 1 in 6 of child-bearing age women in the U.S. experiencing infertility, and the fertility rate in the U.S. 23% lower than it was in 2007, IVF has gained in popularity.  It is often seen as the only option for infertile couples trying to conceive a child.  In 2022, 1 in 37 babies born in the US were conceived in a petri dish through IVF. In 2024, for the first time in IVF’s history, over 100,000 babies were born in the US through IVF.  In February of 2025, President Trump signed an executive order to increase availability of IVF by attempting to cut the high costs involved in IVF, pledging to “make it easier for loving and longing mothers and fathers to have children.” But as we have reported in previous ECRTL issues this year, there are moral and ethical problems with IVF.  And more and more people are beginning to understand that!  The Catholic Church teaches that IVF is immoral because the “procedure does violence to human dignity and to the marriage act.” For more info, go to:  www.usccb.org/issues-and-action/human-life-and-dignity/reproductive-technology/begotten-not-made-a-catholic-view-of-reproductive-technology  
[bookmark: _Hlk238648920]The Southern Baptist Convention’s Ethical and Religious Liberty Commission recently stated “The God-given, good desire for children does not justify every means of creating them…”  The Commission went on to say that IVF “present(s) a moral conundrum about which potential parents are likely less-than informed.”  Many of the concerns about IVF revolve around the question of personhood.  Are the embryos created through IVF persons?  Should embryos with defects be discarded?  Is it ethical to freeze embryos for later use?  In 2024, the Alabama Supreme Court ruled that embryos are unborn children, ending IVF treatments in 3 Alabama fertility clinics.  Opposition to IVF recently halted federal legislation that would have paid military families for IVF treatments.  And yet just 17 states have laws regarding “fetal personhood” while just three of those 17 (OK, AL, and SC) have legislation saying that embryos and fetuses are persons.  For more details, go to:  baptistnews.com/article/abortion-foes-are-battling-in-vitro-fertilization-access/   A procedure gaining popularity among women who are “not ready” to have a baby now, but may want to in the future is egg freezing.  Eggs are removed from the woman’s ovaries and frozen for later use.  In 2014, just 4,153 such procedures were recorded; in 2021, the number had jumped to 16,436.  But only 5.7% of the women who had their eggs frozen retrieved them for use in IVF during the recommended 5 to 7 year window that followed.  “Reproductive autonomy” is the reason often given by women who undertake this egg freezing procedure.  Recently U.S. Representative Alexandria Ocasia-Cortez spoke about her own egg freezing on a podcast. For more info, go to:  www.nytimes.com/2026/08/11/us/politics/egg-freezing-aoc.html  Of course, a woman’s unfertilized egg is different that an embryo, but such manipulation of the egg brings up concerns “for future use”.  It is reported that the “success rate” for live births with egg freezing is comparable to the average success rate for IVF using fresh eggs…..but no long-term studies have been done. For more details, go to:  www.uclahealth.org/news/release/ucla-study-finds-more-women-freezing-eggs-fewer-returning  
If you have any questions or comments about the IVF articles that have been printed in our ECRTL newsletter, please email us at:  eriecountyrighttolife@gmail.com
*Tuesday November 3 is Election Day*
In this 2026 Midterm Election here in Ohio, we will be voting for Governor, U.S.  Senator, for U.S. Representatives, for Governor, and for several state offices as well.  The Right to Life Action Coalition of Ohio, of which Erie County Right to Life is a member, has endorsed several candidates based on their Pro-Life stand.  Go to: rtlaohio.org/candidates-and-endorsements to see RTLACO’s endorsements. Ohio Right to Life also has endorsed several candidates.  For their list, go to:  ohiolife.org/2026-ortl-pac-recommendations/  Please note that both RTLACO and ORTL do not endorse a candidate for every office up for election.  If none of the candidates running for a  particular office have views that align with the Pro-Life stance of RTLACO or ORTL, those organizations do not endorse any candidate for that office.  Read the article at this link to learn more about the differences in the two Ohio Governor candidates, Democrat Amy Acton and Republican Vivek Ramaswamy concerning abortion:  ohiolife.org/who-is-really-the-extremist/  
Your vote is important in this Midterm Election!  PLEASE VOTE!!!!!
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*Surrogate Mother in Texas*
Surrogate Mother McKenna West moved from Alaska to Texas last summer to give birth in a pro-life state and seek legal custody of a newborn with a severe heart defect after the biological parents requested an abortion. For more on this story, and the condition of Baby Gabriel now who is still hospitalized and under the care of the state of Texas, go to: www.liveaction.org/news/intended-parents-sue-surrogate-mckenna-west-100k?queryID=11e4ac5a0d1b4267613bed9d3f772241  and www.cbsnews.com/news/surrogate-appeal-supreme-court-custody-dispute-baby-heart-defect-texas/  
*Local Pregnancy Resource Centers*
***Heartbeat of Sandusky, 3423 Columbus Ave.,.  Call 419-625-9511
***Abigail Pregnancy Services, 3900 Laylin Rd., Norwalk.  Call 419-668-9500

**UPCOMING EVENTS*

*Annual ECRTL Prayer Breakfast*
*Saturday October 10*
Holy Angels Church Hall
428  Tiffin Ave., Sandusky
*Featuring ECRTL President Lisa Maczuga speaking on Assisted Suicide
and Deacon Greg Loya speaking on IVF*
More details and registration info at our website:
eriecountyrighttolife.org

*Abigail Pregnancy Services 
Annual Fundraising Banquet*
*Thursday October 15*
@The Colonnade, 11001 Milan Rd., Milan
Seating begins 6 p.m., dinner & program begin 6:30 p.m.
Guest Speaker:  Dr. William Lile, Board-certified Ob/Gyn
To see some of the amazing work Dr. Lile does, go to:  prolifedoc.org 
$55 per guest, $100 per couple, $380 for table of eight
To register, mail name(s) of attendees and your check to:  APS, P.O.Box 68, Norwalk, OH  44857
OR access this QR code to register:
[image: ]
For more info:  419-668-9500 x 104

Pro-Life 5K Walk/Run
Sponsored by Sandusky Knights of Columbus
A Family Friendly Event
Saturday October 17 @ 9 a.m.
Sandusky Yacht Club, 814 E. Water St., Sandusky
The course is along the scenic Sandusky Bay Pathway.
For more info and to register:  kofcsandusky.org/details5k.html 
ALL proceeds go to Sandusky Heartbeat Pregnancy Center, Abigail Pregnancy Services, and Ottawa County Pregnancy Services
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