“Gone Fishing!”
Psalm 96
Matthew 4:18-25

Today, we are continuing with our Parables and Miracles of Jesus as we Look at When Jesus’ first disciples were called. Jesus uses a popular sport of fishing to remind us all, of how important it is to not only be called to Christ, but to also bring others to Christ. Now, I love fishing. Growing up I spent many hours on the lake with my dad fishing. It didn’t matter if it was Crappie, Bass, Walleye, or Perch, we would spend hours casting our lines out into the water trying to fill our basket. There many times we would make hundreds of cast and come back with nothing. And there were many times we came back with a basket full. Jesus uses this parable today to draw these four men from their profession of fishing, to follow him. Jesus’ first followers Peter, Andrew, James, and John were skilled fishermen. For these men, fishing is the only thing that they knew how to do. It was their lively hood and this is how they would feed their families. Day after day they would spend their time out on the lake trying to catch fish. I am sure there were days of great success and days of empty nets. But when Jesus shows up, their lives were about to change in a way that I am almost certain that they could have never imagine. Jesus uses this opportunity to call them as his first disciples, and shows us the importance of fishing for men. Bringing fellow men to Christ. 
This is our task in the church to evangelize, and bring others to Christ. Did you know that the term “evangelize,” the Greek term, is used no less than 53 times in the New Testament?  It is all summarized, as it were, in the great commission in Matthew 28 when the Lord said, “Go into all the world,” winning people to Christ and, “baptizing them, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you.”
Someone has said, “Evangelism is the sob of God.  Evangelism is the anguished cry of Jesus as He weeps over a doomed city.  Evangelism is the cry of Paul when he says, as I read, ‘I could wish myself were accursed from Christ for my brother, my kinsman according to the flesh.’  Evangelism is the heart-winning plea of Moses, who said, ‘Oh these people have sinned, yet now if Thou wilt forgive their sin—if not, blot me, I pray Thee, out of the book, which Thou has written.’  Evangelism is the cry of John Knox, who said, ‘Give me Scotland or I die.’  It is the cry of Wesley who said, ‘The world is my parish.’  Evangelism is the sob of parents in the night weeping over a lost son.”
This is the greatest task, and we must be about this task.  At the same time, evangelism is a great paradox.  Winning people to Jesus Christ is paradoxical in this sense; Jesus said, “Whosoever would save his life shall lose it, but whosoever shall lose his life for my sake the same shall save it.”  In other words in saving others, we lose ourselves; or in losing ourselves in the task, we will win others.  In fact, we might put it this way; the one who would win the world must be rejected by the world.  You can’t have both.
A few years ago, I read an article in “The Presbyterian Journal,” that has stuck with me in my ministry. I believe it is a fitting way not only to introduce our parable today, but to examine the life of the church.  “The Parable of the Lighthouse.” It was originally penned by Theodore O. Wedel. This is what it said: “On a dangerous sea coast where shipwrecks often occur, there was once a crude, little life-saving station.  The building was just a hut, and there was only one boat The few devoted members kept a constant watch over the sea, and with no thought for themselves. They went out day and night tirelessly searching for the lost.  Many lives were saved by this wonderful little life-saving station.  So, it became famous.”
“Some of those who were saved and various others in the surrounding area, wanted to become associated with the station and give of their time and their money and their effort for the support of its work.  New boats were bought, and new life-saving crews were trained, and the little life-saving station grew.  Some of the members of the life-saving station were unhappy that the building was not crude and poorly equipped.  They felt a more comfortable place should be provided as the first refuge of those saved from the sea.  So, they replaced the emergency cots and beds and put better furniture in the enlarged building.  Now the life-saving station became a popular gathering place for its members, and they decorated it beautifully, and furnished it beautifully because they used it as sort of a club.”
“Fewer members were now interested in going to sea on life-saving missions, so they hired lifeboat crews to do this work.  The life-saving motif still prevailed in the club’s decorations, and there was a liturgical lifeboat in the room where the club held its initiations.  About this time, a large ship was wrecked off the coast, and the hired crews brought in loads of cold, wet, half-drowned people.  They were dirty and sick, and some of them had black skin and some had yellow skin.”
“The beautiful new club was considerably messed up.  So, the property committee immediately had a shower house built outside the club where the victims of shipwrecks could be cleaned up before coming inside.  At the next meeting, there was a split in the club membership.  Most of the members wanted to stop the club’s life-saving activities as being unpleasant, and a hindrance to the normal social life of the club.  Some members insisted upon life-saving as their primary purpose, and pointed out they were still called a life-saving station.  But they were finally voted down and told if they wanted to save the lives of various kinds of people who were shipwrecked in those waters, they could begin their own life-saving station down the coast a little ways, which they did.”
“As the years went by, the new station experienced the same changes that had occurred in the old one.  It evolved into a club, and yet another life-saving station was founded.  History continued to repeat itself, and if you visit that coast today, you will find a number of exclusive clubs along the shore.  Shipwrecks are frequent in those waters, but most of the people drown.”
What a simple and striking illustration of the history of the church.  But the work of life-saving and the work of evangelism is nonetheless, the purest and the truest and the noblest and the most essential work the church will ever do.  The work of evangelism, the work of fishing men, as it were, out of the sea of sin.  The work of rescuing people from the breakers of hell is the greatest work the church will ever do.  It is God’s great concern.  First John 4 tells us, “We love Him only because He first loved us.”  John 3:16 says, “God so loved the world that He gave.”  The greatest work in the heart of God, the greatest concern in the mind of God is evangelism.  Winning the lost is God’s great concern.  It is also Christ’s great concern.
As Peter, Andrew, James and John, those first called by Jesus, we are also called to follow and bring others to Christ. That is why it is so important to be in fellowship with fellow Christians. We build an army, and go and serve. God usually calls people as they are busy doing something. Jesus called the apostles as they were casting a net into the sea or mending their nets. “They were busy in a lawful occupation when he called them to be ministers: our Lord does not call idlers but fishers.” Saul was looking for his father’s donkeys. David was keeping his father’s sheep. The shepherds were guarding their flocks. Amos was farming in Tekoa. Matthew was working at the tax collector’s table. Moses was tending his father-in-law’s flock. Gideon was threshing wheat. Luke 19:10 says, “For the Son of Man is come to seek and to save that which was lost.”  The work of winning the lost is God’s concern and Christ’s concern, and also the greatest concern of the Holy Spirit.  For it is the Holy Spirit who comes, according to John 16, to convict men of sin and of righteousness and of judgment.  It is the Holy Spirit who comes upon the church, and after we have received the Holy Spirit, we are made witnesses, Jesus said, “Unto me in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost part of the earth.”  The great concern of God is evangelism.  The great concern of Christ is evangelism.  The great concern of the Spirit is evangelism, saving the lost. The question is are we going to go fishing when we are called? That’s fishing for men. It is ok to put the sign up, “Gone Fishing.” A-Men
