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Did you recognize those names? I thought it was fitting for a day like today to give honor to the 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence. For most of us we only know of 3 or 4. David Barton founder of Wall Builders shared a story about his son Tim who has traveled this country and spoke at over 100 universities, churches, and institutions. He has carried a $500 gift card around telling the listeners that if they can name 5 of the original signers of the Declaration of Independence, they would get the gift card. As of May, of this year, he still had the card. I want to take a few minutes today and talk about a few of these men who, if it wasn’t for them, we would not be here today. Over the years these men have been called everything from Atheist, Deist, and Unitarians.
According to Wikipedia, Deism is the belief, based solely upon logic and observation while rejecting any supernatural speculation, that a Supreme Being or God created the universe. On August 3, 1995 The LA Times wrote an article titled: 
“America’s Unchristian Beginnings: Founding Fathers: Most, despite preachings of our pious right, were deists who rejected the divinity of Jesus.” In the article they say; “The Christian right is trying to rewrite the history of the United States as part of its campaign to force its view of religion on others who ask merely to be left alone.”  The article goes on to say: “The early presidents and patriots were generally deists or Unitarians, believing in some form of impersonal Providence but rejecting the divinity of Jesus and the relevance of the Bible. Well, my friends that couldn’t be farther from the truth as I will explain just some of the ideals that these founding fathers believed in.
So, Happy 250th Birthday to the craziest experiment ever attempted in human history, the United States of America. God has richly blessed her. I felt that we should celebrate our nation’s birthday by looking at some of the men who risked everything to midwife our country into existence. So, who were these men? These men included 18 under the age of 40, 3 were in their 20’s. Ben Franklin was the oldest. 24 were judges and lawyers, Eleven, were merchants, nine were landowners and farmers. The remaining 12 were doctors, ministers and politicians. 
With only a few exceptions, such as Samuel Adams of Massachusetts, these were men of substantial property. All but two had families. The vast majority were men of education and standing in their communities. They had economic security as few men had in the 18th century. Each of these men, had more to lose from revolution than they had to gain by it. John Hancock, one of the richest men in America, already had a price of 500 pounds on his head. He signed in enormous letters so that his Majesty could now read his name without glasses and could now double the reward. Ben Franklin noted: “Indeed we must all hang together, otherwise we shall most assuredly hang separately.” Fat Benjamin Harrison of Virginia told tiny Elbridge Gerry of Massachusetts: “With me it will all be over in a minute, but you, you will be dancing on air an hour after I am gone.”
These men knew what they risked. The penalty for treason was death by hanging. And remember, a great British fleet was already at anchor in New York Harbor. They were sober men. There were no dreamy-eyed intellectuals or draft card burners here. They were far from hot-eyed fanatics, yammering for an explosion. They simply asked for the status quo. It was change they resisted. It was equality with the mother country they desired. It was taxation with representation they sought. They were all conservatives, yet they rebelled. The good book says that a wiseman can learn from anyone.  
Thomas Jefferson was one of the early arrivers on that day. Others would soon pile into the large room with gleaming white walls. The chairs were comfortable. Facing the single door were two brass fireplaces, but they would not be needed that day. The moment the door was shut and locked, the room became an oven. The tall windows were shut, so that loud quarreling could not be heard by those who would pass by. Small openings atop the windows allowed a slight stir of air, along with a large number of horseflies. Discussion was punctuated by the slap of hands on necks.
After passing a resolution to purchase a supply of flints for the troops at New York, Congress transformed itself into a committee of the whole. The Declaration of Independence was read aloud once more, and debate resumed. Jefferson was thought to be the best writer, but he had been somewhat verbose. Congress hacked the excess away. Although Jefferson groaned at "their depredations,” a total of 86 alterations were made, some 500 words eliminated. After three days of wrangling, the document was put to a vote.
In this hall where Patrick Henry had thundered: " I am no longer a Virginian, Sir, but an American,” the vote was taken without fanfare, from north to south by colonies, as was the custom. On this day, July 4, 1776, the Declaration of Independence was adopted. There were no trumpets blown or loud cheering, the vote was simply one more item in the midst of a full calendar of routine business. 
What kind of men were those 56 signers of the Declaration of Independence who, by signing, committed an act of treason against the Crown of England? We’re familiar with Franklin, Adams, Hancock, and Jefferson, but we know little or nothing about the others. Who were they? What happened to them?
President John Quincy Adams said; “The highest glory of the American Revolution was this: it connected in one indissoluble bond, the principles of civil government with the principles of Christianity.” One indissoluble bond government and Christianity doesn’t sound like an Atheist does it?
George Washington said, “True religion offers to government its surest support.” In fact, Washington said that without God and the bible, it would be impossible to govern. Abigail Adams the wife of John said Washington had more power and more influence than anybody in America in his day. But she says; “he never used it but for the benefit of his Country. In a diary left by George recorded some scriptures "O MOST GLORIOUS GOD, IN JESUS CHRIST MY MERCIFUL AND LOVING FATHER, I ACKNOWLEDGE AND CONFESS MY GUILT.  And, I CONFESS MY GUILT IN THE WEAK AND IMPERFECT PERFORMANCE OF THE DUTIES OF THIS DAY I HAVE CALLED ON THEE FOR PARDON AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS, BUT SO COLDLY AND CARELESSLY, THAT MY PRAYERS ARE BECOME MY SIN. As I shared with the men yesterday, George Washington set aside two hours everyday to pray to God. Every morning at 4:00 am and every evening at 9:00. Doesn’t sound like an Unitarian to me.
Robert Winthrop said; “it may do for other countries, and other governments to talk about the state supporting religion, but here under our free institutions, it is religions which must support the state.  
John Quincy Adams said; “Posterity -- you will never know how much it has cost my generation to preserve your freedom. I hope you will make good use of it.” 
Benjamin Rush, a native Pennsylvanian said; ““The only foundation for a useful education in a republic is to be laid in religion. Without this there can be no virtue, and without virtue there can be no liberty; and liberty is the object and life of all republican governments. We waste so much time and money in punishing crimes, and take so little pains to prevent them. We profess to be republicans, and yet we neglect the only means of establishing and perpetuating our republican forms of government, that is, the universal education of our youth in the principles of Christianity, by means of the Bible; for this divine book, above all others favors that equality among mankind, that respect for just laws.” 
Does any of this sound like Atheism, or deism? My friends I could go on and on, but the main point that I want you to understand today, is that our Country was founded on the principles of Christianity. There overall purpose was to advance the Kingdom of God. We are told by almost all of the founders the importance of God and the bible. So, what has happened? My friends if we want this Country to survive another 250 years, we better get back to the principles of our founders. There are those out there attacking our freedoms and if we don’t stand up for God, then who will? Let me close with this quote from Rush Limbaugh shortly before his death; “Sacred honor” isn’t a phrase we use much these days, but every American life is touched by the bounty of this, the Founders’ legacy. It is freedom, tested by blood, and watered with tears.” A-Men
