					Why are We so Driven by Acceptance?
Psalm 118: 18-24
1 Peter 2: 1-9

WELL, THERE WERE THREE SUCH WOULD-BE FATHERS IN A WAITING ROOM PACING BACK AND FORTH. WAITING FOR THE NEWS ABOUT THEIR WIVES. AND FINALLY, THE NURSE POPPED IN AND SAID, MR. SMITH, I AM HAPPY TO SAY THAT YOUR WIFE HAS JUST GIVEN BIRTH TO HEALTHY TWIN BOYS!  AND HE SAID, OH, THAT'S MARVELOUS, AND QUITE APPROPRIATE, SINCE I WORK FOR DOUBLEDAY PUBLISHING. A FEW MINUTES LATER SHE CAME BACK AND SAID, MR. STEVENS, YOUR WIFE HAS JUST GIVEN BIRTH TO TRIPLETS!  AND HE SAID, MARVELOUS, THAT'S FITTING TOO, BECAUSE I WORK FOR THE 3M CORPORATION. AND SHE SAID TO THE THIRD MAN, AND I'LL BE BACK WITH SOME NEWS FOR YOU IN A MOMENT.  DON'T BOTHER, HE SAID, GRABBING HIS HAT, I'M OUT OF HERE; I WORK FOR 7-UP.
Jackson Center Presbyterian Church exists. I hope you exist to spread a passion for the supremacy of God in all things for the joy of all people through Jesus Christ. I hope you come to have a passion for God’s supremacy if you already don’t. It is important to know God’s supremacy. And therefore, teaching biblical truth about God—to children, youth, and adults. This is essential to the mission of this church. Today as we continue our Joy in the Journey sermon series, I want us to look at what it means to be a chosen people. 
The question I pose to you today is Why are we so driven by acceptance? Why do we work so hard to be a part of something? Because, we love the feeling of acceptance. We love to know that someone has chosen and accepted us. Remember playing kickball or baseball as a kid and dividing up the teams? Usually, the two best players would be captains and as they were choosing up sides you were thinking, I hope I get chosen by this team, because they are the winning team. If you were chosen by that team, remember how great you felt to be chosen by the best player? On the other hand, remember how bad you felt when they got down to the last two or three and you still were not chosen? When you are chosen, and accepted, it raises your self-esteem.
As I attended the two meetings this week, I was reminded of the text today and what all of us should be reminded of that in Verse 4and 5. Peter tells us; “As you come to him, the living Stone—rejected by humans but chosen by God and precious to him you also, like living stones, are being built into a spiritual house to be a holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. We need to be reminded that God chose us a long time ago. We did not choose him. But with that being said, we need to understand that it is our choice to carry out the work of the Lord, or to just go through the motions. I love what David Guzick titles his commentary on this chapter of Peter. He titles it “The Glory and the Duty of God’s People.” It reminds us that we should be glorified by God who has chosen us, but also, we should know that we have a duty in all of this. In light of what God’s word is to us, we should receive the word and receive it with a particular heart. It is not good enough just to show up, and go home until next week. We have a duty to do the work of the Lord and to carry on his mission of his church. Despite what some think, this is God’s Church and he doesn’t shun who comes through the door. In God’s church, the doors are always opened!
I especially love verse two in our text today. “As newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word. A healthy new baby has an instinctive yearning for its mother’s milk. When things are right, you don’t have to tell it to want the milk. We need to understand the word “Desire” in this context. The word desire is strong. In the Septuagint (an ancient Greek translation of the Old Testament) it is used for man’s deepest longing for God: As the deer pants for the water brooks, so pants my soul for You, O God (Psalm 42:1). It speaks of the craving, passion, and longing for each believer, who should have for the word of God.
I think British Theologian Fredrick Meyer says it correctly about this text. Meyers says “The failure to either desire or to receive this pure milk of the word is the reason for so many problems in both individual Christian lives and in congregations. “The sickly condition of so many Christians sets forth a lamentable complaint of the food with which they are supplied. To say nothing of strong meat, they do not even get milk. Hence, the Church of God, too much resembles the wards of a children’s hospital.” 
My friends, let us be reminded; “The Word of God is necessary for the growth of the Christian. We should all desire the pure milk of the word, even though Paul rebukes the Corinthians for being able to only receive milk (1 Corinthians 3:1-2), the Christian should never get tired of the simple truths of the Gospel simply presented.” I am so grateful for Wayne leading up the Wednesday night bible study. It gives a complete satisfaction to come and listen to everyone share and give their interpretations of the word. What is unique is that everyone is reading from a different translation which adds to the understanding of the word of God. If you haven’t already, come out and join us on Wednesday nights. It is only for an hour and an hour well spent.
Peter, like a good carpenter reminds us all of the living stone. “See, I lay a stone in Zion, a chosen and precious cornerstone, and the one who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” Now, to you who believe, this stone is precious. But to those who do not believe, “The stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,” and, “A stone that causes people to stumble and a rock that makes them fall.” They, stumble because they disobey the message—which is also what they were destined for. Think about the early Israelites and what Isaiah is saying in his book.
My friends we are chosen to be the living stones. When we have those times of tribulations or stumbles in our everyday life, Peter is reminding us that we are not obeying the word, which we were also destined for. The last two verses in today’s text begins with; “But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession.” Peter is reminding us that the things that once exclusively belonged to Israel – are now no longer the property of Israel alone. These are now the property of every Christian, and we have them in a greater and spiritual sense. 
Let me close with this: Some parents on the East Coast received a telephone call from their son during the Iraq War. They were thrilled, because they hadn't heard from him for many months. He said he was in San Francisco on his way home. "Mom, I just wanted to let you know that I'm bringing a buddy home with me," he said. "He got hurt pretty bad, and he only has one eye, one arm, and one leg. I'd sure like him to live with us." "Sure, son," his mother replied. "He sounds like a brave man. We can find room for him for a while." "Mom, you don't understand. I want him to come live with us." "Well, OK," she finally said. "We could try it for six months or so." "No, Mom, I want him to stay always. He needs us. He's only got one eye, one arm, and one leg. He's really in bad shape." By now his mother had lost her patience. "Son, you're being unrealistic about this. You're emotional because you've been in a war. That boy will be a drag on you and a constant problem for all of us. Be reasonable." The phone clicked dead. The next day, the parents got a telegram: their son had committed suicide. A week later the parents received the body. They looked down with unspeakable sorrow on the corpse of their son - who had one eye, one arm, and one leg. Even with our disabilities, character flaws, shortcomings, insecurities, and immaturity, God accepts us as we are. He invites us home. No conditions. Nor restrictions. He chooses us for his team. We don't have to get cleaned up or stitched up or made up to be accepted by God. He accepts us with one eye, one arm, one leg - feeling like a piece of junk. A-men

