The By-Laws of the Jackson Center Presbyterian Church
(Consult with Presbytery G-1.0201) Nov, 2025
ARTICLE 1 – NAME

The Jackson Center Presbyterian Church is a member church of the Presbytery of Shenango in the Synod of the Trinity of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).
ARTICLE 2 – PURPOSE/MISSION
The Jackson Center Presbyterian church has been called by God and organized to proclaim the good news of Jesus Christ, to minister to the needs of members of the congregation and residents of the community, and to promote peace and justice in the world. we envision a world where everyone feels loved, valued, and accepted. We strive to create a community where people can come together to worship, learn, and grow in their faith.
ARTICLE 3 - GOVERNANCE OF THE CHURCH

This church shall be governed in accordance with the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and the book of order.  Consistent with that Constitution, these bylaws shall provide specific guidance for this church. Roberts Rules of Order shall be used for parliamentary guidance.

ARTICLE 4 – INCORPORATION

This congregation shall cause a corporation to be formed. The active members on the roll of this church shall be members of the corporation. The elders elected to active service in this church who are eligible under civil law, by reason of their office, be the trustees of the corporation.

The session shall receive, hold, encumber, manage, and transfer property, real or personal, for this church under the provisions of the constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) providing that in buying, selling, and mortgaging real property and the session shall act only after the approval of the congregation granted in a duly constituted meeting.

ARTICLE 5 MEMBERSHIP
Membership in this congregation includes those who publicly profess their faith in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior, and participate in the Lord’s Supper as well as actively supporting the missions of the church.
ARTICLE 6 – GOVERNMENT
The Session of this church shall consist of the pastor, and up to four elders elected from among its members, giving fair representations to persons of all ages and of all races and ethnic members of the congregation. The session is responsible for the mission and government of this church.

The Board of Deacons shall consist of up to four deacons elected from among its members, giving fair representations to persons of all ages and of all races and ethnic members of the congregation.
Elders and Deacons shall be elected in classes for terms of 3 years.
The congregation shall elect up to four elders divided into three classes, one class of whom shall be elected each year at the annual meeting for a three-year term. No elder shall serve for consecutive terms, either full or partial, aggregating more than six years. An elder having served a total of six years shall be ineligible for reelection to the session for a period of at least one year.

The session, at its first meeting following the annual meeting, shall elect an elder/member to serve as clerk and shall form such committees as necessary to carry out its work. At that same meeting of the session, the session shall annually elect a treasurer. A quorum for the session shall be the pastor or other presiding officer and one third of the elders.
The congregation shall elect up to four deacons divided into three classes, one class of whom shall be elected each year at the annual meeting for a three-year term. No deacon shall serve for consecutive terms, either full or partial, aggregating more than six years. A deacon having served a total of six years shall be ineligible for reelection to the board of deacons for a period of at least one year.

The board of deacons, at its first meeting following the annual meeting, shall elect a moderator and a secretary from among its members and shall form such committees as necessary to carry out its work.

The pastor shall be an advisory member of the board of deacons. A quorum for the board of deacons shall be one third of the members, including the moderator.
The Treasurer and Financial Secretary shall be elected by the congregation for a term of two years and his or her work shall be supervised by the session. Those in charge of various funds in the church shall report monthly for the session.

ARTICLE 7 – NOMINATING COMMITTEE
A nominating committee shall be formed of active members of this church which shall itself include both women and men giving fair representation to persons of all age groups and of all racial and ethnic members of this congregation. One member of this committee shall be an elder designated by the session whom shall be currently active on the session. They shall serve as moderator of the committee.

(1) There shall be up to four active members on the nominating committee. 

(2) One of the members shall be ruling elder who is currently serving on the session.

(3) The pastor shall be a member ex officio and without vote.

(4) Full opportunity shall always be given to the congregation for nomination from the floor of the congregational meeting by any active member of the congregation.

(5) A quorum of majority of all active members present and voting shall be required to elect.
The Nominating Committee shall report to the congregation nominations for the following offices:
Elders: 4 
Deacons: 4 
Auditors: 3 including one session member

Treasurer: 1

Financial Secretary: 1

The committee shall also report to the Sunday school the following Sunday school officers to be elected by the Sunday school on the second Sunday of December during the Sunday school hour.

Sunday School Officers:

Superintendent

Treasurer

Recording Secretary

ARTICLE 8 - MEETINGS
There shall be an annual meeting of the congregation on the Second Sunday in December, at which at least the following business shall be presented: annual reports from organizations and the session (information only), financial report for the preceding year, budget for the current year (information only), changes in the terms of call for the pastor(s), nominating committee report for church officers (G-1.0501), electing members to serve on the nominating committee.

Special meetings may be called by the session. Such calls shall state clearly the purpose of such special meetings, and business shall be restricted to that which is specified in the call. (G-1.0501)

ARTICLE 9 – NOTICE OF MEETINGS
Adequate public notice of all congregational meetings shall be given, including notice given at regular services of worship prior to the meeting. Two weeks of minimum notification specified. (G-1.0502)

ARTICLE 10 – MODERATOR
The pastor shall moderate the meetings. If there are co-pastors, they shall alternately preside at meetings. When the church is without a pastor, the moderator appointed by the presbytery shall preside. If it is impractical for the pastor or the moderator of the session appointed by the presbytery to preside, he or she shall invite, with the concurrence of the session, another minister of the presbytery to preside. When this is not expedient, and when both the pastor or the moderator concur, a member of the session may be invited to preside. (G-1.0504)

ARTICLE 11 – SECRETARY
The clerk of session shall serve as secretary to the session. If the clerk is not present or is unable to serve, the congregation shall elect a secretary.

ARTICLE 12 – MINUTES
The minutes of the meeting recorded by the secretary shall be attested by the moderator and the secretary, recorded in the minute book of the session. (G-1.0505)

ARTICLE 13 – QUORUM
The quorum of a meeting of the congregation shall be the moderator, the secretary, and 40% of members. The secretary shall determine that a quorum is present. All active members of the congregation present at either annual or special meetings are entitled to vote. (G-1.0501.) 

ARTICLE 14 – VACANCIES
Vacancies on the session or the board of deacons may be filled at a special meeting of the congregation or at the annual meeting, as the session may determine.

ARTICLE 15 – AMENDMENTS
These bylaws may be amended subject to the Articles of the Incorporation, the laws of the state of Pennsylvania and the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) A committee shall be appointed by the session every five years to study and revise the by-laws. The first study was in the fall of 1995. The next study shall be in 2030.
