Let the Old Go
Isaiah 43:18-19
2 Corinthians 5:17
As we begin a New Year together, I would ask that you would be mindful of others in your preparations and not solely on yourselves. When it comes to the types of resolutions people make, Americans not surprisingly focus on self-oriented changes. Among those planning to make resolutions, the top pledges for 2024 related to weight, diet and health, money, debt and finances, personal improvement, and job and career. Personal improvement responses included being a better person; giving more; having more personal or leisure time; organizing their life or home; and having a better life in general. Question, does anyone see anything missing here? How about God? More time with God, More time spending in Church activities and functions? Volunteering for a committee or an office? At the New Year’s Eve service, we focused on relationships and how to improve our relationships with not only our friends and families but with God. We talked about giving up those grudges. If you missed out, get on the website and read the sermon, it is there.
While people concentrate on themselves when making priorities for the New Year, it is telling that so few Americans say they want to improve relationships with others. In the study, there were virtually no mentions of volunteering or serving others; only a handful of comments about marriage or parenting; almost no responses focusing on being a better friend; and only a small fraction of people mentioned improving their connection with God.
David Kinnaman, president of the Barna Group, explained these findings: "Only 9 out of more than 1,000 survey respondents -- that's not quite one percent -- mentioned that one of their objectives for next year was getting closer to God in some way. Even in the rare instance when people mention spiritual goals, it is often about activity undertaken for God, rather than a personal pursuit of God or an experience with God."
This New Year is a good time to stop being chained to our past failures. Let the old go! God, is saying here in His Word that he doesn’t want you to go through your life branding yourself as a failure. Jesus Christ died on the cross off Calvary so that we could be forgiven. When we become Christians, that forgiveness becomes a reality in our lives. We are called to live fully, to live aware, to live alive. Jesus says in John that he has come that we might have life and have it abundantly. The invitation is to live every moment. We are to live the good moments in celebration and joy; the difficult ones, in prayer, and in confidence that we are not alone, but alive in suffering as well as in prosperity.
Matthew 25 takes it even further. It’s the same idea, just deeper. To live alive, Jesus says in the Gospel text, is to live connected to those who hurt, to those who need, to those who have been pushed to the margins of our society. The invitation is to live outwardly, seeing all the people, and being present in ways that bring relief and bring hope. We need to understand God’s purpose for each one of us. As I asked the question last week, are we recognizing our high calling? Or are we just going through the motions? We need to live each day, making each day count and living each day intentionally, glorifying God in all things. We need to pursue God’s will and understand how to align our goals with God’s purpose.
Yes, it’s ok to reflect on the past’s year’s struggles and blessings, but we need more dedication in this new year asking for God’s help and help to live out his will. We need to encourage others to be the “Salt and Light,” embracing hope and living intentionally for our Savior Jesus Christ. I believe we should be regularly striving to improve our mind, take care of our body, and grow our spiritual strength through the disciplines of prayer and Bible reading and study.
"We try to shed our old sins like a bad coat, but sometimes they stick like superglue. But the amazing thing about God's mercy? It's a fresh coat of paint, every single day, no matter how many times we mess up!".
One of the most received comments, I hear is I am really stressed out. My response, you must be eating too many desserts.  It’s only natural that stressed-out people eat more desserts, because “stressed” spelled backwards is “desserts.” If that’s true, there’s a lot of stress between Christmas and New Year.
I would hope in this new year, that you would all become more involved in the life of the church. The church needs you to step up and be a leader, not a follower. You need to get involved with the life of the church. Question. when you do things for the church, are you happy and excited, or are you doing it out of haste? Just ask yourself these questions; How many bible studies have I attended? How many Men’s breakfast’s have I attended? How many times did I volunteer to be a greeter? How many times did I take up the offering? When someone called for help was I there? Or did I say I was too busy? It’s not good enough to wear the title, you need to be involved in the life of the church. For the 12 people who came out on the blustery winter night on Wednesday, you really showed your commitment. Especially those two women in their mid 80’s who said they made a commitment and the weather wasn’t going to keep them from serving God. I expected maybe 4. One person made a comment to me as we were leaving, I really liked that lady who knew a lot about the bible when we were playing bible trivia. Maybe a new friend made? Isn’t that what fellowship, is all about? You have a beautiful church here with one of the nicest fellowship halls. Its time to use it! 
At our January session meeting this week, we are going to be setting up committees and missions. What a great way to get involved in the life of the church. If you want to participate, let myself or an Elder know. If you have a special mission, let us know. Or just show up on January 8th at 6:00 pm. 
We can’t afford to do what we’ve done for the past 10 years. We need to move the church forward. A programing alert for everyone. Children are the foundation of the church. So, the next time you want to make a comment about a child of God, just remember what you are saying. “I am Pastor Bill and I approve this message!”
So, in this New Year, let us all make that resolution, to make God first in our life. Let him lead your life.  When he calls, answer the call, don’t say I’m too busy. I’ve got more important things to do. You know one of the best services that I enjoyed the most this past year was when we had Invite a friend to church day. The fellowship after was amazing.  There were so many conversations, and new friendships made.  That is what the life of the church is all about. Not just showing up on Sundays at 10:00. Get ready because when the weather breaks, we are doing it again. 
Romans 8:31-39: "If God is for us, who can be against us?" He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? This is God's unfailing love through trials. Matthew tells us how to be sure to see Jesus in the coming year. It is about making a commitment to live fully engaged, not turning away from brokenness or difficulty, from suffering or need, but ready to meet them where they are.
Let’s be honest enough to admit that one of the problems of the Church in general is the grudges that Christians hold against one another. Make no mistake about it, if you keep harboring a grudge then it will eventually destroy you, if not physically, certainly emotionally and spiritually. It will make you a bitter and twisted person. So, in this New Year, let us all make a commitment to move the church forward and get closer to God. He should be the focus of our life, not those resolutions that last maybe a few weeks. This is an invitation to live fully, aware of God's presence in both joy and hardship. This is Pastor Bill and I approve this Message!
