Actions Speak Louder Than Words
Psalm 24
Colossians 3:23-24
Matthew 25:35
Matthew 12:36

As I conclude my two-week mini sermon series on Tithes and Offerings, and the four pillars of Stewardship, I want you to ask yourself this question right now. “Am I a Good Steward of My Talents? Now open your bulletin and look at the title of today’s message. It is never a good thing to question someone’s faith. Their faith is between them and God. However, if you are asked to do something by someone, then that someone, thinks you have the ability to do it. How many times in your life have you been asked to do something, and the first response you give is, “I can’t do that.” And then you end of doing it anyways, right? When I do something out of the norm, people always ask me why did you do that? My response is God thought I could handle it, so I did it. A good example is New Year’s Eve, when the phone rang and it was someone looking for a way home from the hospital in a blizzard. I bring it up because I believe one of my talents is driving in bad weather. I am a very cautious driver and have four-wheel drive. I take my time and know my limits. Another example was this past November when I was driving home from New York, and got caught in another blizzard. What did I do, I slowed down, took my time and a 2 hour trip turned into 4 ½ hours, but I made it safely when others didn’t. So, I consider driving in bad weather is a talent of mine. So, if you are ever in a situation that you need a ride and can’t drive, or don’t want to, pick up the phone, I’m only a phone call away. After all, isn’t that what a steward is for? Another talent of mine is technology. I can usually figure out what needs to be done if a computer or kindle needs some help.
Two weeks ago, we looked at a tithe and what a tithe was. Today, I want to look at the four pillars of stewardship and what it means to be a good steward. 
The first pillar is the principle of ownership. In our Old Testament reading we are told that the Earth is the Lord’s and everything on it. So, the first truth about being a good steward is to recognize that God owns everything including us. In the reading that Anna read for us last week from Deuteronomy it demanded us to remember the Lord your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth. So, since God owns it all how much authority do you give your God over your possessions.
A steward is like a manager of a local McDonald’s Restaurant who carries out the aims of the owners, maximizes profits, while handling all the problems. Dr. Towns teaches a stewardship lesson in the Pastor’s Bible Class at Thomas Road Baptist Church which is the most requested lesson of all he has taught. "Who Owns Your French Fries". It is the story of a man who buys his little boy some french fries. Then the father does what all fathers do, he reaches over and takes one french fry to taste it. The little boy slaps his father’s hand and says, "Don’t touch my french fries." The father thinks that his son is selfish. The father knows that he bought the french fries and they belong to him. The father knows that his son belongs to him. The father could get angry and never buy his son another french fry again to teach his son a lesson, or the father could "bury" his son in french fries. The father thinks, "Why is my son selfish, I have given him a whole package of french fries; I just want one french fry." God has given us money, when He asks for a tithe, people figuratively slap His hand and say, "Keep Your hands off my money." God owns everything we have. He wants us: 1. To manage what we have for His glory. God expects us to manage our time, talent, temple, testimony and treasures. 2. To give back a portion of what he has given us.
The second, pillar of Stewardship is the principle of responsibility. If we look back to Genesis and the Adam and Eve story, were they responsible? Adam’s purpose is our current duty, which is to fulfill. We are obligated to carry out the will of the father. For owners have rights and stewards have responsibilities. We must understand that when God blesses us with abundance, the abundance creates more of a responsibility to handle what God has given us. What has God given you that you are responsible for? During our Bible Study, we have been looking at the book of Daniel. Daniel is a great example of what a steward should be. He honors his God no matter what circumstances arrive.
I like the old story about the guy who came to church with his family. As they were driving home afterwards, he was complaining about everything. He said, “The music was too loud. The sermon was too long. The announcements were unclear. The building was hot. The people were unfriendly.” He went on and on, complaining about virtually everything. Finally, his very observant son said, “Dad, you’ve got to admit it wasn’t a bad show for just a dollar.”
The third pillar is “the principle of accountability.” In Matthew 12:36, Jesus says “but I tell you that everyone will have to give account on the day of judgement for every empty word they have spoken.” God has entrusted us to have authority over creation and we are not allowed to rule over it however we see fit. We will all give account to the rightful owner as to how well we managed the things he has entrusted to us. The question is, how can you stay accountable and steward well what He has provided for you?
The final pillar is the principle of reward. In our text today, Colossians, Paul writes, “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.” Accountability of our ability to follow God’s commandments can generate reward. Moreover, we must switch our focus from the temporary to the eternal. The treasures that are stored up within us will also be rewarded through true sanctification that is in heaven after we depart from this earth. How comfortable are you with your life if God were to give an account for you right now?
Probably none of you have never heard of Daniel Rohrbough--but he is a modern-day hero. Daniel Rohrbough attended Columbine High School and was there on that horrible day when two students went on a rampage of violence and terror. Daniel stopped his escape from the building to hold a door open so that other students could escape and he was killed holding the door. Daniel died while helping others have a new chance at life.
As Christians, we need to fully understand this broader view of stewardship that goes beyond just handling with one’s finances. We need to understand that it connects us to God in everything we do. These pillars are a way for us to reflect ourselves on our role as stewards. We must come, to the understanding that the Lord doesn’t only want us to handle our money and possessions well, but he wants us to handle all aspects of our lives. Our Lord wants us to be faithful stewards. We are called to glorify him, serve the common good, and further His Kingdom. As you begin understanding the concept of stewardship, what is your response? Let’s challenge ourselves to start here with the church. Get involved! We need to be faithful stewards of all God has given us within the opportunities presented through his providence to glorify him, serve the common good and further his Kingdom. If you are not sure what you can do, just ask an elder, a deacon, or myself.  We have plenty of things you could help out with. Remember, your talents are God’s talents. There is no time to be shy, backwards, or lazy. We need all of you! You all have talents. Offer yourself to be an usher, a greeter, an acolyte, a lector. Your time will be well worth it. I promise you will see the reward. A-men
