An Upside-Down Kingdom
Isaiah 61:1-3
Matthew 5:1-12
As we work our way to the Lenten season, I wanted to take the next two weeks and introduce to you one of the longest, most provocative, and faith driven sermons that a man delivers to not only his disciples but to all the crowds that had gathered in Jerusalem. This man, Jesus Christ. The Sermon, The Sermon on the Mount. Now to set the stage, we are moving from the Old Testament into the first book of the New Testament Matthew.  We’ve got to remember that the Old Testament is a promise to fulfillment, to whereas the New Testament is centered on Jesus Christ as the climax of redemptive history. The Old Testament establishes the need for salvation and anticipates a Messiah, while the New Testament reveals Jesus as the Savior, fulfilling the Law and prophets. Jesus Introduces the Kingdom of the Skies. The crowd listening to Jesus had been suffering under the Roman Empire’s greed and violence for many years. And they were longing for a new kind of empire, God’s heavenly Kingdom in the skies, to become real on Earth. And though this crowd was made up of those societies deemed unimportant, Jesus said that his Kingdom would begin with them and their willingness to choose love. So, let us hear the words of Our Lord. Matthew 5: 1-12
Now, I would like to take some time and break down these 8 Beatitudes. First, let us look at the Greek word for Happy. Makarios was a common Greek word, appearing 50 times in the New Testament. We can translate it as “happy,” as long as we recognize that it means more than just a feeling of well-being or a transient good mood. In our translation today the word Blessed is used. It is wrong to think that Jesus went up on a mountain to remove Himself from the multitudes. It is true that Jesus gave this teaching to His disciples, but this use of the term is probably broad, including many among the great multitudes that followed Him mentioned in Matthew 4:25. By the end of the Sermon on the Mount, people in general heard His message and were amazed (Matthew 7:28). Luke gives his own account of the sermon and for the most part it was basically the same but stressed that Jesus was speaking to his disciples. 
Now, according to Carson, sitting was the custom for the synagogue or the teacher while the student stood. This was to keep the listeners awake. Want to try it this morning? The Sermon on the Mount is sometimes thought of as Jesus’ “Declaration of the Kingdom.” The American Revolutionaries had their Declaration of Independence. Karl Marx had his Communist Manifesto. With this message, Jesus declared what His Kingdom is all about. This sermon shocked the listeners with the blunt words. It presents a radically different agenda than what the nation of Israel expected from the Messiah. According to David Guzcik, “It is important to understand that the Sermon on the Mount does not deal with salvation as such, but it lays out for the disciple and the potential disciple how regarding Jesus as King translates into ethics and daily living.” Now, I can’t prove this but, in my opinion, this was a standard sermon for Jesus every time the crowds gathered. He shared how he wanted us to live, and what the kingdom of Heaven was all about.  Remember, the Sermon on the Mount had a great influence on the early church. I think today we have lost some of that influence and need to get it back.  
“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” Blessed, Happy?  Jesus is promising his disciples, that the poor in spirit are blessed. The idea behind the ancient Greek word for blessed is “happy,” but in the truest, godly sense of the word, not in our modern sense of merely being comfortable or entertained at the moment. In Timothy 1:11: “Makarios then describes that joy which has its secret within itself, that joy which is serene and untouchable, and self-contained, that joy which is completely independent of all the chances and changes of life.” Now being poor in spirit does not mean that this is a man’s confession that he is by nature insignificant, or personally without value, for that would be untrue. Instead, it is a confession that he is sinful and rebellious and utterly without moral virtues adequate to commend him to God. The poor in spirit know that they are spiritually bankrupt. You might want to think that this first beatitude is the first step on a ladder. Once you understand that you are empty, it is only then that you can begin to understand this God.
Football quarterback Matt Hasselbeck, after winning the coin toss in overtime, confidently told referees, "We want the ball, and we're going to score." Instead, his first possession ended in a punt, and his next threw an interception that lost the game. "I think he probably felt poor in spirit after the game!" This illustrates that being "poor in spirit" is realizing we don't have it all together and need God.
Blessed, are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Now we are to be happy to mourn? Now, What Jesus is talking about here in this beatitude is not someone dying but the mourning over sin, and how it affects them on a personal level. For they shall be comforted: Those who mourn over their sin and their sinful condition are promised comfort. God allows this grief into our lives as a path, not as a destination. Those who mourn can know something special of God; the fellowship of His sufferings (Philippians 3:10), a closeness to the Man of Sorrows who was acquainted with grief.
Blessed, are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. In the vocabulary of the ancient Greek language, the meek person was not passive, weak, or easily pushed around. The main idea behind the word “meek” was strength under control, like a strong stallion that was trained to do the job instead of running wild. How do you react when you are angry at someone or something? Do you lash out or are you under control with your emotions. I especially like John Calvin’s Interpretation of this Beatitude.  Calvin says “It is all the more important, therefore, to understand that helping others amounts to nothing unless we are moved by a love which comes from the heart, and which bids us to bear our share of the misfortune we see around us. Calvin goes on to say; because God has bound us all together, no one can turn away and live only for himself. There is no room here for the indifference which promises tranquility and the pleasures of a comfortable life: we must enlarge our affections as the law of love requires.”
Blessed, are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be filled. Now, I know that you can all smell the soup and goodies, but we are not talking about eating and drinking. Jesus is simply telling his disciples that the kingdom of heaven is the passion like having that desire and want. We need to be hunger and thirsty for this kingdom in all that we do. In our broken society today, we see Christians hungering for many things: power, authority, success, comfort, happiness – but how many hunger and thirst for righteousness?
Blessed, are the merciful: This beatitude addresses those who will show mercy, it speaks to those who have already received mercy. It is mercy to be emptied of your pride and brought to poverty of spirit. If and only if, you have received the mercy of our loving God, then can you show God’s mercy to others. It is mercy to be brought to mourning over your spiritual condition. It is mercy to receive the grace of meekness and to become gentle. It is mercy to be made hungry and thirsty after righteousness. Therefore, this one who is expected to show mercy is the one who has already received it.
Blessed, are the pure in heart: In the ancient Greek, the phrase pure of heart has the idea of straightness, honesty, and clarity. Can we just approach each other with being honest and clear?
Blessed, are the peacemakers: This does not describe those who live in peace, but those who actually bring about peace, overcoming evil with good. One way we accomplish this is through spreading the gospel, because God has entrusted to us the ministry of reconciliation (2 Corinthians 5:18). “All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation.”
Blessed, are those who are persecuted: These blessed ones are persecuted for righteousness’ sake and for Jesus’ sake (for My sake), not for their own stupidity or fanaticism. Peter recognized that suffering might come to some Christians for reasons other than their faithfulness to Jesus (1 Peter 4:15-16), and this is not what Jesus addressed here. Blessed are you when they revile and persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake: Jesus brings insults and spoken malice into the sphere of persecution. We cannot limit our idea of persecution to only physical opposition or torture.
The famous Methodist Bishop Will Willimon asserts that the Beatitudes are less about human behavior and more about the character of God. He argues that we learn what God is up to through these sayings—that God is on the side of the poor, the hungry, and the excluded. They announce that "blessings" are bestowed even upon those whom the world has "cursed".
In the Beatitudes, Jesus invites the disciples to follow in the way of the prophets that came before them, by embracing truth and love for others in the patient, bold, and good ways of God.
The Beatitudes describe an "upside-down" kingdom, where Jesus inverts conventional worldly values by blessing the poor in spirit, mourners, the meek, and the persecuted. This counter cultural, Christ-centered perspective offers a new identity that prioritizes spiritual humility, mercy, and peace over self-sufficiency, power, and status, ultimately offering a way of living that brings divine blessing.  True happiness is found not in comfort or wealth, but in recognizing one's need for God, mourning, and seeking righteousness.
The Last Shall Be First: The kingdom inverts social status, elevating the humble, merciful, and pure in heart over the proud and powerful. Countercultural Wisdom: The Beatitudes challenge the modern desire for constant pleasure and lack of suffering, offering a "different way of seeing reality". A-Men
