She Knows Everything!
Proverbs 31: 23-31
2 Timothy 1: 1-14

So down South, in a very small town, there was a trial being held in a local courtroom. The prosecuting attorney called an elderly grandma as his first witness. The attorney asked, "Mrs. Jones do you know me?" She responded, "I do know you Mr. Williams. I've known you since you were a boy, and frankly you've been a big disappointment to me. You lie. You cheat on your wife. You manipulate people, and you talk behind their backs. You think you're a big shot, but you haven't the brains to realize you'll never amount to anything more than a two- bit paper pusher." The lawyer was stunned when he heard that. So, without thinking, he just pointed to the defense attorney across the room, and he said, "Mrs. Jones, do you know the defense attorney?" She replied, "yes I do. I've known Mr. Bradley since he was a youngster too. He's lazy, bigoted, and he has a drinking problem. He can't build a normal relationship with anyone. He's cheated with several women, including your wife, and his law practice is one of the worst in the entire state. Yes, I know him."  Well just then the judge immediately called the two attorneys up to the bench, leaned forward, and in a quiet voice said, "if either of you idiots ask her if she knows me, I'm going to send you both to the electric chair." 
I think most people would agree that most women are more gracious than that. However, we also know that nobody knows you like your mother, or in this case, the grandmother down the street. But it is Mother's Day, and for most people, it is a big deal. I would like to give you a few facts about Mother's Day that you probably didn’t know.  Mother’s Day officially began as a tribute to one woman. Anna Reeves Jarvis is most often credited with founding Mother’s Day. After her mother Ann died on May 9, 1905, Jarvis set out to create a day that would honor her and moms as a group. She began the movement in West Virginia, which prides itself on hosting the first official Mother's Day celebration three years later at Andrews Methodist Episcopal Church. In 1914, President Woodrow Wilson signed a bill recognizing Jarvis' idea as a national holiday to be celebrated each second Sunday in May. But before that, Mother’s Day started as an anti-war movement. Although Jarvis is widely credited as the holiday’s founder, others had floated the idea earlier — with a different agenda in mind, according to National Geographic. The poet and author Julia Ward Howe had aimed to promote a Mothers’ Peace Day decades before. Today, Mother’s Day is a $25 billion commercial holiday in America, with those who celebrate spending about $200 on mom, according to National Retail Federation data. More people buy flowers for Mother’s Day than any other time of year except during the Christmas season. Gift givers spend more than $5 billion on jewelry alone, and nearly another $5 billion on that special outing. Then there’s $843 million on cards, and $2.6 billion each on flowers and gift certificates. Finally, the white carnation is the official Mother’s Day flower. So, again my sincere wishes to all the Moms, or mother figures for a happy and blessed Mother’s Day. 
As we turn to our text today, we see Paul writing his final letter from a Roman Prison to Timothy. This happened roughly around 66-67 AD. Facing execution, Paul encourages Timothy whom he was a mentor too, to continue and preserve ministry in the gospel. Paul writes "I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith".  I love Paul’s final charge to Timothy which reminds me so much of what this day is all about. Paul urges Timothy to be strong in grace, entrust the faith to reliable people, and endure hardship like a good soldier. He wants Timothy to be a good personal mentor. Paul calls Timothy his “dear son”, encouraging him not to be ashamed of the gospel. And most importantly not to be ashamed of Paul’s imprisonment. Paul continues on to warn Timothy about the false teachers, and evil desires of youth. It is important to be reminded of Paul’s opening line in the text today. Paul writes: “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, in keeping with the promise of life that is in Christ Jesus.” Now Timothy being a mentee of Paul already knows this. However, I think it is Paul reassuring Timothy to look at himself as appointed by the will of God and promised life in Christ. Paul reminds Timothy, that he should not view his work as optional, and even if officials threaten to kill him, he needs to remember that life is guaranteed in Christ, not in the Empire. As leaders in the church and apostles of Christ, we all need to be reminded of this as well. As I mentioned last week, the church is under attack. Christians around the World are being persecuted. If we don’t stand up and make our voices heard, who will? If those doubts are in your mind, you need not turn any further than the book of Isaiah and see how that turned out for the early Israelites. I especially love what Paul says in verses 3-5. He writes:” I thank God, whom I serve, as my ancestors did, with a clear conscience, as night and day I constantly remember you in my prayers.  Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.  I am reminded of your sincere faith, which first lived in your grandmother Lois and in your mother Eunice and, I am persuaded, now lives in you also.
This is the Mother’s day story that everyone wants to have. Paul reminds Timothy of his grandmother Lois and his mother Eunice and the strong faith they had and now sees Timothy living out that faith. I am so reminded of this in my life today. Without the sincere faith of my mother, I wouldn’t be here today. She still lives that faith that she had many years ago. She is a tough, hard, but gentle teacher, and without her love and her faith, That she instilled in me, I would not be standing in front of you today. If there is a quote that I could adopt, it would be from our 16th President of the United States Abraham Lincoln, who’s mother died when he was just 9 years of age. He wrote: “All that I am or hope to be, I owe from my angel mother.” It is true that a child learns the traits passed on by his mother in the first five years and learns how to behave, and that's how they treat people in their adult life. So, on this Mother’s Day, Mom, I say thank you and I love you for all that you have done in my life. 
I want to point out the three most important facts that you can take from today’s text. First, Tenderness. Paul writes in verse 4; “Recalling your tears, I long to see you, so that I may be filled with joy.” Along the way Paul had seen Timothy’s tenderness as a man. Growing up men were always told “Big boys don’t cry.” Well Paul reassures us here that true men are tender and it is ok to cry. I am probably the most sensitive and biggest criers there is. I can’t read or watch a drama movie without crying. Another trait that I picked up from my mom.
The second fact that we get from today’s text is Godliness. In verses 6-7 we read; “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love and self-discipline.” Somewhere along the way Paul laid hands on Timothy as one does today in the church when we ordain clergy, elders, and deacons. This is a reminder that we indeed are called through the power, and love of Jesus Christ. The famous British poet Rudyard Kipling wrote; “An ounce of mother is worth a pound of clergy.” I hope that you would agree with me, that today we need more Godliness in our world and less Godless. The final fact that I would like for you to take from today’s text is Boldness. In the last part of today’s text Paul writes; “And of this gospel I was appointed a herald and an apostle and a teacher. That is why I am suffering as I am. Yet this is no cause for shame, because I know whom I have believed, and I am convinced that he is able to guard what I have entrusted to him until that day.” We need to stand up and show that boldness. After all I would venture to say that most mothers or father figures in our lives have shown us that boldness. The question is are we willing to pass it on?  We need to stand up, be bold in our Christian faith and be willing to share and not keep it within ourselves. Paul gives us the light in his letter to Timothy. We need to take our tenderness, Godliness, and boldness out into the world and share it. I remind you of Paul’s words; “Since God gives us what we need, “do not be ashamed to testify about our Lord, or ashamed of me his prisoner.”  
So, on this Mother’s Day, I want you to remind you; “This grace was given to us in Christ Jesus before the beginning of time, but it has now been revealed through the appearing of our Savior, Christ Jesus, who has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.” Even before God created us, he knew that we would need a Savior, and he forgave us ahead of time. Remember, Mom knows everything! A-Men.
