Why Are You Still Here?

Psalm 16:1-11
John 20:19-31

I remember growing up and taking people snipe hunting. Now has anyone ever gone snipe hunting before? I so remember the first time my sister and friends took me. I was probably 9 or 10 at the time. It was at night pitch dark and they handed me this big burlap bag and told me to go way out into the corn field and find a good spot. I was to sit down and be quiet and wait for the snipes to come. I was to hold the bag open and the snipes would run into the bag and I would catch them. I was only allowed to say ready when they asked.  I waited for eternity. Every now and then I would hear something hitting the corn stalks and the ground near me. I thought those were the snipes. I would hear them occasionally say here they come. After what seemed like hours and no snipes to account for, I must have fallen asleep. I woke up to the cries of Bill, where are you. Why are you still here? 
A snipe hunt is a type of practical joke or fool's errand, in existence in North America as early as the 1840s, in which an unsuspecting newcomer is duped into trying to catch an elusive animal called a snipe. Although the snipe is a real bird, a snipe hunt is a quest for a nonexistent creature whose description varies. The target of the prank is led to an outdoor spot and given instructions for catching the snipe; these often include waiting in the dark and holding an empty bag or making noises to attract the creature. The others involved in the prank then leave the newcomer alone in the woods to discover the joke.
I often wonder what Christmas and Easter have done for us? Just a few months ago, we celebrated the birth of a new baby. Now that’s exciting right? Everyone likes a new baby in their family.  We make a big fuss about that new child. Just last week we celebrated the resurrection of our risen Lord. We said and sang Alleluia, Christ is risen. The Lord is risen indeed. So, I ask you, how has the events of Easter changed you? Or is it the same old grind? Is your life different? Do you behave differently? Do you engage in the community differently? Have you spoken to new people? What has changed? If anything.
In today’s text it seems that life for the disciples hadn’t changed one week into the Resurrection of the Lord. They are in the same house, they were on Easter night. They are in the same room with the doors locked. Now, would be the time to ask that question why? Why are they still there, in the same room behind locked doors? The main reason was no doubt fear. Fear that the Jewish leaders and Romans would come and try to kill them. Now we know there was a lot of excitement and celebrations. The scriptures tell us this. But if the resurrection was such a big deal and a life changing event, why haven’t the disciples moved? Why is there still fear in their minds? Why the locked doors? I am sure if you spent any time in the bible looking at these scriptures, you have these same questions. It is fair game.
So, as we look at our text today, I want to remind you that; Christ’s resurrection is a big deal; The empty tomb is a life changing event; The resurrection should make a difference in our lives; and It also takes time. Resurrection takes time. It is not a one-time event. It’s something that we grow into. It’s a process. It’s a way of being and a life to be lived. By the grace of God, we evolve into resurrected people through our relationships and the circumstances of our lives. God wastes nothing. Every day we are stepping into the resurrected life. It’s not always easy and some days are just plain hard. But if you will let the Holy Spirit do the work in your lives, then and only then will you begin to understand and see the differences in your life, your church, your family, and your inner circle.
I often wonder about people who come to Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday and the empty tomb, and then wake up on Monday expecting a whole new life and world. But they realize their lives haven’t changed very much if at all.  I am sure they begin to question this resurrection thing. I’m sure in the back of their minds they are thinking the resurrection failed. Well, I am here to tell you it didn’t fail. It is true. Being a disciple of Jesus takes time. It is not a one and done event. As Christians we need to let go of the empty tomb and start focusing on the Resurrection. We get so wrapped up in the facts of Easter, that we forget the story. Facts are one dimensional, stories are multidimensional. A fact is static, like a selfie, or snapshot of a particular moment in time. A Story is dynamic, similar to a movie that moves us across a time period. Facts inform the mind, and stories touch the heart.
The empty tomb is a fact. The Resurrection is a story. Maybe we need to begin to understand resurrection as the movie of our life instead of a snapshot of Christ’s life. The fact of the empty tomb is not the story of the resurrection. The facts of Jesus life are not the story of Jesus. The facts of your life and my life are not the story of our life. I want you for a moment to think about Thomas. What comes to mind? He was a doubter, right? “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” That Thomas doubted may be the only fact that comes to mind. It is so prevalent that we call him Doubting Thomas. That fact is not the whole story of Thomas. If we only look at the less important, then where will we end? 
The resurrection had a big impact on Thomas. Lets look back at one other time that we learn about Thomas. Jesus was speaking to his Disciples; “Do not let your hearts be troubled. You believe in God; believe also in me. My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am going there to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. You know the way to the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?” Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
Thomas you could say was full of doubt. Just like many of us today. Its much easier to doubt something, then to believe. So, on that first Evening When Jesus appears to his disciples, Thomas, was not with the disciples. So, the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord!” And what does Thomas say to them? He said to them, “Unless I see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were, and put my hand into his side, I will not believe.” So, what happens a week later? In that same room, those same locked doors, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you!” Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here; see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it into my side. Stop doubting and believe.”
Notice at this point, what Thomas Says. Thomas said to him, “My Lord and my God!” Then Jesus told him, “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” This was a starting point for Thomas. Now we are not told if Thomas actually put his fingers in the nail marks or the say of Jesus. But if I were to make a guess, I would say he didn’t. He saw Jesus and that was all he needed to believe. And what is Jesus’ message to us in this story is that last line. “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”
Now do you know the end of Thomas’ story? Do you know where he died? He died in India. He was the apostle to the people of India. He brought the gospel of Christ to India. He died a martyr after he was run through with five spears by five soldiers. That doesn’t sound much like a doubter, does it? It sounds like someone who grew and changed, someone for whom the resurrection of Christ was real, someone for whom the empty tomb made a difference. It just took a little time, as it does for most, maybe all of us. So, Thomas may be known to us as doubting Thomas, but he was also confessing Thomas. “My Lord and my God!” With those words Thomas has recognized and named a new relationship, a new worldview, a new way of being. Somewhere between Doubting Thomas and Confessing Thomas is the story of resurrection in Thomas’ life. All that stuff about Doubting Thomas, the fact of his disbelief, is just Thomas’ starting place, nothing more and nothing less. It’s neither good nor bad. It’s a starting place. And we all have our starting places.
What is your starting place? What are the facts of your life today? The starting place for the story of our resurrection is whatever your life is today, whatever your circumstances are, that’s the starting point for your story of resurrection. So if you’re dealing with deep loneliness, sorrow, and loss, that’s your starting point. That’s the room which Christ enters. If you are locked in a house of fear, confusion, or darkness, that’s your starting point and the place in which Jesus stands. If illness, old age, disability, or uncertainty are facts of your life, that’s your starting point and that’s the place in which Jesus shows up. If you feel lost, betrayed, disappointed, overwhelmed, that’s your starting point and the house Jesus enters. If joy, gratitude, and celebration are the facts of your life today, that’s the starting point for your story of resurrection. 
Let me close with a quote from Mark Batterson: He writes: ‘Sometimes a closed door is the very thing that gets us where God wants us to go. I’ve come to think of closed doors as divine detours. And while our failed plans can be incredibly discouraging and disorienting, God often uses the things that seem to be taking us off our course to keep us on His course.”  A-Men
