Bad Excuses and Better Grace!
The Parable of the Great Banquet
Isaiah 25:6–9
Luke 14:15–24

Excuses, Excuses, Excuses! We love to make excuses. It seems that it is the right thing to do when we are in a pinch. It is easier to make an excuse then to confront the situation head on. We don’t want to hurt someone’s feelings, so we make an excuse hoping they will understand. Today as we continue our sermon series Parable and Miracles of Jesus. We are going to look at the Parable of the Great Banquet. We are going to look at the excuses that were made by the invited guest. Jesus told this parable in reference to the Kingdom of God that we talked about a few weeks ago. We all need to examine ourselves, and decide where we stand when it comes to the Lord’s ultimate invitation. In setting the scene for you, in the prior passages Jesus was invited to a dinner at the home of a Pharisee. Yes, a home of a Pharisee, and they set a trap for Jesus to catch him violating the Sabbath day by healing a man with dropsy. Now this was only the Pharisee’s opinion. But Jesus not only heal the afflicted man but also was instructing those there concerning humility. In the previous verses we read “One Sabbath, when Jesus went to eat in the house of a prominent Pharisee, he was being carefully watched. There in front of him was a man suffering from abnormal swelling of his body. Jesus asked the Pharisees and experts in the law, “Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” But they remained silent. So, taking hold of the man, he healed him and sent him on his way. Then he asked them, “If one of you has a child[a] or an ox that falls into a well on the Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?” And they had nothing to say. He followed that up with this parable. Read the Scripture.
Well Jesus is at it again. He comes teaching us yet another parable that hopefully will enlighten us as to where we stand in our Christian life. I am sure all of us at some point or another in our lives have planned and sent out invitations for a wedding, party, or barbecue. I am sure that you had invited guest, that at first said they were coming, and then on the second invitation, they said that something came up and they couldn’t make it. Well, this is what happened in our parable today. Jesus shares about a man who was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. It was the custom then, as it is today, to send out invitations to such a special event quite a long time in advance. Then, as the actual day approached, a more personal invitation was extended. The three men mentioned in our parable today had all accepted the first invitation. The problem came when the food was ready, they all denied the invitation and made excuses as to why they could not attend. God, too, has issued a personal invitation of salvation to all people. The question is this, "What are you going to do with your personal invitation?" You can neither buy nor work your way into heaven. "For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith--and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God--not by works, so that no one can boast." (Ephesians 2:8,9) You will only get to heaven by receiving the Lord's gift. The interesting part of this parable is that at the beginning the man is doing the speaking and telling the servant what to do. But notice at the end what Jesus does. Jesus says then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be full. I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a taste of my banquet.” Jesus is no doubt talking about the kingdom of God here.
It is really amazing at the kind of excuses that we can come up with when it comes to the Kingdom of God. I couldn’t come to church, because I had baseball or football practice. I couldn’t attend the bible study, because I had a club meeting. I couldn’t come to Sunday School because I had to go camping. I couldn’t go to the men’s breakfast because I had to cut the grass. We all have invitations as did the people in our parable today. What is ironic about the excuses, is they are all alibis which is nothing but a lie stuffed in the skin of an excuse.
Jesus says, "Come, for everything is now ready." But, according to Scripture, instead of receiving the invitation joyfully, they all began to make excuses. The first said "I have just bought a field and I must go and see it. Many have used possessions for an excuse to reject the Holy Spirit's invitation of salvation. Another said, "I have bought five Yoke of oxen, and I'm on the way to try them out. Please excuse me." People get so busy with their work that they have no time for the Lord. One day you are going to die, and you will discover that business will go on as usual without you; but you will die without salvation. "Still another said, 'I just got married, so I can't come.'" This man has the weakest excuse of the three. He could have extended the invitation to his new wife. Christ died for all and all should be given the opportunity to accept or reject God's invitation. This man's natural affection for his wife kept him from Christ. 
Many times, as a pastor, I hear "I don't come to church on Sunday because it's my only day off. It is the only time I can spend with my family... (going shopping/ fishing/ working around the house, etc., etc.)" I remind you these are material possessions. And let me tell you, these keep more people from Christ than anything else. What excuses do you have that are keeping you from the Lord? What excuses are keeping you out of fellowship with Him and other Christian believers? God has an engraved invitation for you. It is written in the blood of Jesus Christ. God sends the Holy Spirit out into the streets and alleys of Jackson Center. Through the Lord's servants you have been invited to receive Christ, but many of you have one excuse after another.
The important thing to remember about this parable, is not one person said "I will not come." No one overtly refused His invitation. They simply made excuses to cover up the fact that they did not want to come. Jesus has a severe statement for those who reject God's invitation, "I tell you, not one of those men who were invited will get a taste of My banquet." You are excluded from heaven because of your refusal to accept His invitation.
In a moment you will receive another invitation. I wonder how many are going to accept, or will you offer an excuse?  The invitation is open to you! It’s a free invitation, but not a cheap one. Because you see, even Jesus on the day He made that invitation, he knew that on a hill outside of Jerusalem would stand a cross stained in blood, His own. And He knew that the cross would be removed.  His broken and dead body, would be buried. And yet He knew that three days later he would rise. He would rise, and ascend to glory so that He could prepare a banquet of global, eternal proportions. You and I cannot even begin to imagine. And even this day He says, “Come, for everything is now ready. The table is set. Everything is prepared. Nothing is missing, but you.”
Let me just say three things in closing.  I'm going to say them very briefly but I want you to listen very carefully. In this parable told by Jesus there is clearly a warning that needs to be heeded and it is a warning that goes out to the religious. It is a warning that goes out to those of us who have been familiar with the things of Christ and who may well have mistaken our familiarity with what he said for a repentant trusting faith, in what he did. This is the explanation as to why there is a disconnect between the words of our mouths and the sort of hollow follow-through in our lives. It is because we are saying the right things and we are going the right places but we are not empowered by the spirit of God having come to trust in the son of God. Not all who profess faith in Jesus will continue to the end and be saved. The bible makes that very clear. Jesus has taught us that. It has been recorded for us already in the chapters of Luke.  I think the fact that you know that an invitation has gone out and that you made some profession at it in your past makes you think you're in, but if you're in why are you the way you are? So, there's a warning to be heeded and there is an invitation to be accepted it's just a flip side. See the great encouragement in this story is for those who have no or little religion.  
The invitation to the banquet is now. The invitation is an invitation to come and die, we're going to see that today. The invitation is to come and lose yourself. The invitation is to come and bow down at the entryway and discover the wonder of the general admission that has been offered to you. Remember there are those who think their names should be on the list will find they aren't and those who are totally convinced that their names shouldn't be on the list will discover that by God's grace they are. Do you see how annoying that is to religious people Do you see why the pharisees wanted to kill Jesus of Nazareth because he said to them again and again you'd put a field, you'd put your ox , and you'd put your family before an invitation from God in heaven to sit down and eat at his banquet. Have you responded to this invitation?  have you heeded this warning? Finally, there is not only a warning to be heeded and an invitation to be accepted but there is a mission to be accomplished and the task of the servant here is the task of each one who has already responded to the invitation. The fact that we have responded to the invitation is not such that we're supposed to now sit down in the banquet and say boy I'm glad I'm in here but it is so to instill within us a longing that those who have never heard the invitation might hear it. In john chapter one when Andrew discovers who Jesus is, the first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him we have found the Messiah and he brought him to Jesus. Is that what you are doing with people? Now we're supposed to go out and bring them in we're supposed to go out and compel them to come in. Because those people have concluded there is no possibility that I'll get an invitation. We are to compel them to come in and let them know that the invitation is there, and the wideness of God’s grace is vast. We need to tell them that it is their very brokenness that is the mechanism that God will use to bring them into the banquet. Just in the same way as the very self-assertion that makes the person believe he's going to the banquet will be the very mechanism that God uses to say I'm sorry you won't even be getting a crouton, why because they didn't want one. Remember, if you're saved it's because God saves you. If you're lost it's because you want to be. There's a warning better heed it. There's an invitation better accept it. There's a mission we better go and do it. A 1000 plus people in Jackson Center, and surrounding communities. this is it? There's a lot of country lanes. There's a lot of scope, and a great opportunity. A-Men 
