What Would the Animals Say?
Proverbs 12: 1-13
Matthew 10: 7-20

This morning, I will conclude our series of Miracles and Parables of Jesus. I would like to first take you down memory lane and remind you of the important topics that we have discussed over the past months. This summer we spent several weeks talking about the Kingdom of God, or Kingdom of Heaven, and what it means to build and be a part of it. We discussed the importance of not only being a part of the Kingdom of Heaven, but the importance of building the Kingdom. The last two months we have looked at the miraculous teachings and preachings of Jesus through the parables and miracles. As I mentioned when we started this series, there are well over 53 miracles and parables in the bible. I would challenge you in your studies of the bible, to examine some of the ones that we did not cover. You can find them in Matthew and Luke’s account. As I shared with the Bible study group this week, the parables were a very important part of Jesus’ life and the life of his apostles and disciples. An interesting question came up this week at bible study, that made us all think. What is the difference between an apostle and a disciple? Every apostle is a disciple, but not every disciple is an apostle.  A Disciple Means a "learner" or "student". In the New Testament, it refers to any believer who follows Jesus Christ and learns from His teachings. Anyone who believes in and follows Jesus today is a disciple. An Apostle Means "one who is sent" or a commissioned messenger. An apostle is a specific individual directly chosen and sent out by Jesus with special authority to lead the early church, preach the gospel, and perform miracles. 
I remind you that a parable is a short, simple, fictitious story that illustrates a moral, spiritual, or ethical principle. It is my hope that you will find people in your circle of relationships who need Jesus, and tell them about him. I pose those two questions to you that I presented to you a few months back. First, “Are you building the Kingdom of God? And second, Are you faithful in your studies of God’s word? If you have spent any time in the bible, you know that there are a lot of things that will make you shake your head and ask questions. That’s why it is so important to be in fellowship with fellow believers to share and grow through the word of God. I appreciate the participants on Wednesday’s night. Each and everyone of them add a very important interpretation to the readings. 
So, as we look at this parable today, it is my hope that you will let the word of God do the speaking and guide you through your journey. I would like to look at what the three animals in our parable today might tell us if they could talk.  
First, THE LAMB AMONG WOLVES TELLS US TO BE PREPARED FOR OPPOSITION. It is not ironic that throughout the bible, we are compared to sheep more than any other animal in the bible. Now, if anyone knows how dumb sheep really are, you will begin to understand the metaphor that Jesus is using here to give us a warning. It’s a warning that as we go out into the World, we are going to face people who oppose our message and even attack us. We are like sheep in the midst of wolves. We shouldn’t be surprised with this opposition because Jesus said, “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first.” (John 15:18) We will see this opposition even in the church today. Jesus is sending out his disciples with specific directions. He specifically tells them: “As you go, preach this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven is near.” Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received, freely give.” To drive this first statement home, all you have to do is to look around the World and realize how many Christians are still being persecuted, tortured, or murdered. Hence, this is why there is reluctance on our part to go out and share the good news. But, we should also remember that it is Jesus who said “the wolves are those who are enemies of the cross. 
I think St. Benedict was on to something when he came up with the rules for monasteries. St. Benedict considered grumbling a serious offense against community life. He wrote, “If a disciple grumbles, not only aloud but in his heart … his action will not be accepted with favor by God, who sees that he is grumbling in his heart.” Indicating his fierce opposition to this behavior, he added, “First and foremost, there must be no word or sign of grumbling, no manifestation of it for any reason at all. If, however, anyone is caught grumbling, let him undergo more severe discipline”
Secondly, THE SNAKE TELLS US TO BE CLEVER IN OUR STRATEGY TO COMMUNICATE THE TRUTH. Now I am sure most of us are surprised that Jesus would tell us to be like a snake in ANY respect because in every culture a snake is considered to be a repulsive animal. Some of us grew up believing that the only good snake was a dead snake. Most people don’t like snakes, and many people have a full-blown phobia about snakes. A few people keep snakes as pets, but most of us raise our eyebrow at those kinds of people.
But Jesus said we should be as “shrewd” as a snake. The KJV says, “Be wise as serpents and harmless as doves.” The Latin Vulgate uses our word “prudent.” It means to be savvy, clever, street smart. Snakes are brave, they try to avoid being trapped, but once cornered, they will strike out against a larger predator. They are also patient. They will remain motionless for hours waiting for their prey to pass by. You might not have much good to say about a snake, but you have to admit they are clever animals. In fact, when the Bible described the serpent in Genesis, we read, “The serpent was crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” (Genesis 3:1) The serpent didn’t just come out and say, “Hate God, worship me.” Instead he used a clever tactic of questioning God. Jesus was teaching that we should also use cleverness to communicate the truth. A prime example of this cleverness is the story of Esther in the Old Testament.
Finally, THE DOVE TELLS US TO BE PURE AND PEACEFUL IN OUR MOTIVES. The dove is the very symbol of peace because it doesn’t have any weapons, offensive or defensive. It doesn’t have talons or a sharp beak like some birds. I’ve watched mean mockingbirds dive on other birds or even cats, but I’ve never seen a dove attack another animal. The dove is also the symbol of purity; it was the only bird accepted at the Jewish Temple for sacrifice. When Jesus said we are to be as innocent as doves, He meant we are to be pure and peaceful. The Bible says, “Do everything without complaining or arguing, so that you may become blameless and pure, children of God without fault in a crooked and depraved generation, in which you shine like stars in the universe as you hold out the word of life.” (Philippians 2:14-16) The snake and dove metaphor make for a powerful combination. They aren’t to be understood separately but as an indivisible pair. If you only act like a snake, you’ll only be a cunning, tricky rascal—and that’s the way some televangelists come across. But if you only act like a dove, then you’ll be as skittish as a dove and fly away from every opportunity God gives you to share your
faith. It’s the combination of traits that prove valuable to us. Paul the apostle is the prime example here. Paul was as shrewd as a snake, but harmless as a dove.
So, as I conclude this sermon series, I want to remind you that God has called each of us to go out into the world and share His truth. We are sent out like sheep among wolves. We must be as clever as snakes, and as innocent as doves. Will you learn from these animals today and adjust your behavior accordingly? People are going to reject you and even attack you. When we are cornered are we to strike back like a snake? No, Jesus said that if anyone rejects you just “shake off the dust from your feet” and move on. He didn’t say to curse them, or to become angry. To shake of the dust simply means you don’t want any part of their attitude of hatred and rejection to linger on you. Some of us are carrying around a load of dust and dirt on our personalities. We have failed in the past and that failure is dragging us down and holding us back. We’ve been rejected before and there’s a voice in our head that keeps telling us that you are a rotten failure. But I am here to remind you that even if you have failed the Lord, you can still get up, shake off the dust and move on. Don’t become a victim of your past. You can’t do anything about your past mistakes except learn from them. But once you have recognized your mistake, move on. I love the words of the Apostle Paul in Philippians 3:13-14, “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal...” Our Goal should be working together to build the Kingdom of God. We need to work together to spread the good news. Not the hate of the World. As I have said before, being a disciple is not easy. Its not meant to be easy. Did Jesus have an easy life? Was everything wonderful and cozy? No! But that did not stop him from advancing the Kingdom of God. It didn’t stop him from hanging out with sinners, the sick, the poor, Prostitutes, and tax collectors. Will you shake off the dust? Keep moving ahead? Remember there is always hope for tomorrow when you are following Jesus! It is my hope that you will listen when they talk. A-Men.

