Praise to God for a Living Hope
Isaiah 40:28-31
1 Peter 1-12

Growing up in the country can be a real joy in the journey. You never know what is going to happen. I remember one time a stray cat kept showing up at our house. Not being cat people, my mom told my dad to take the cat down the road to the farm and drop it off. So, dad loaded the cat in the car drove her about a mile down the road to the farm and dropped her off. When he came home the cat came walking up the driveway. This happened again and again. My mom finally said you need to take her way out, drive her in circles and get her confused, and find a farm and drop her off. So, dad loaded the cat in the car drove about an hour crisscrossing roads, that he had never been on and dropped her off at a farm. About two hours later dad called mom and said well did the cat come back? Mom said yep, she walking up the driveway now. Dad said do me a favor, put her on the phone I need directions.
As we dive into the heat of summer, I would like for us to continue looking at this mission of God and what he has called us to do. I have put together a mini sermon series titled The Joy in the Journey. Over the next several weeks I would like for us to take a look at the book of 1 Peter. Now Peter only penned two books, and they are 5 and 3 chapters respectfully. Now as I have touched on the last several weeks these disciples were certainly not a group of perfect men, but in the end, they finally got it and came to realize what it meant to be a disciple of Christ. So, today I want us to look at this man named Peter and what he has to tell us. It is important to give you some background about Peter.
Many have come to know him as Saint Peter, but was originally named Simon son of Jonah. He gets the bad rap of being on the wrong side of some jokes about being a gate keeper if you know what I mean. Peter was a Galilean fisherman who became the foremost disciple of Jesus Christ. As a foundational leader of the early Church, he is revered in Catholic tradition as the first pope. His life is defined by bold faith, spectacular failures, and ultimate redemption. The new name given by Jesus, "Peter" (or Cephas in Aramaic) translates to "rock".  You might best know him as the Fisherman on the Sea of Galilee, working alongside his brother, Andrew. His inner circle was made up of James, John, and of course Andrew. They were witness to the exclusive events like the Transfiguration. The Rock show his boldness & failure early on when he famously stepped out of a boat to walk on water but sank when he panicked. During Jesus' arrest, he cut off the ear of a high priest's servant, and later denied knowing Jesus three times to save himself. Following the Resurrection, Jesus lovingly restored Peter, asking him three times "Do you love me?" and commissioning him to "Feed my sheep.” After receiving the Holy Spirit at Pentecost, Peter became the primary spokesman and leader of the early Christian community in Jerusalem. In Matthew 8:14-15 and Luke 4:38-39 mentions that Jesus healed Peter's mother-in-law, confirming that Peter was married. 1 Corinthians 9:5 includes a reference by Paul to the apostles, including Peter (Cephas), taking their wives with them on missionary journeys. In a dialogue between Jesus and his disciples that is recorded in Matthew 16:13–19, Jesus asks, "Who do people say that the Son of Man is?" The disciples give various answers. When he asks, "Who do you say that I am?", Simon Peter answers, "You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God". Jesus then declares: “Blessed are you, Simon, son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood, but by my Father in heaven. And I tell you that you are Cephas (Peter) (Petros), and on this rock (petra) I will build my church, and the gates of Hades will not overcome it. I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven; whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” According, to Christian tradition, Peter traveled to Rome where he was martyred by Emperor Nero. This took place somewhere between 67 and 68 AD. He requested to be crucified upside down, feeling unworthy to die in the exact same manner as Jesus. His wife also chose this type of death beside him, Peter’s tomb is traditionally believed to be under the altar of St. Peter's Basilica. 
So, lets look at what Peter has to tell us in his book. First and foremost, it is important to understand that Peter reveals God’s desire for us to take place in his mission. He doesn’t want us to be on the sidelines, he wants us to be in the mix of all Christians and carry out the will of God. It is also important to understand that this mission is not to do what we have always done or maintain some level of religious piety. We are to make God’s mission our mission. God sent Jesus to seek and save the lost. That’s why we are here. That’s why he saved us.
Peter calls us “elect exiles,” “living stones,” “a royal priesthood,” and many other titles to motivate us for our mission. He instructs us on how to pursue our spiritual mission under very difficult world circumstances. Then, he helps us see how God is with us throughout our mission. It’s a great book, packed with practical teachings for us to grow spiritually.  I especially like verses 6-8 where Peter says: “In all this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. These have come so that the proven genuineness of your faith—of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire—may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy. 
So, I ask you today what is the joy in your life? Are you enjoying waking up everyday doing God’s work? As I said last week being a disciple of Christ is going to take you places you never expected to go. It’s a lifetime journey, but the most amazing part is God is with you every step of the way. Imagine waking up every day knowing that no matter what happens, there is a treasure waiting for you that can never be taken away, can never decay, and will never lose its value. Picture the security and confidence that would bring to your life. This is the kind of hope Peter talks about in his first letter—a living hope that sustains us through every trial, rooted in the resurrection of Jesus Christ. So, what are the joys in your life today? Or is it the same old responses, I hate my job, I’m tired of being broke, the traffic is too much, the long lines at the stores are annoying, the house requires too much work.  Instead of rushing through what you don’t like, trying to get to the next goal, slow down and find the joy in the journey. Look at all the good things in your life right now. Have joy that you have a job, be joyful to have the money you have, be joyful that you have a car, find joy that you can stand in long lines. Be joyful that you have an apartment or a house. Start expressing the joy in the things that you have. Have you ever felt like you don't quite fit in? Perhaps at work, in your neighborhood, or even within your extended family? That sense of being different, of not fully belonging, is a natural experience for those who are called by God. We are citizens of heaven, journeying through a foreign land. So, on one hand we feel like a fish out of water, but on the other we feel extreme comfort and joy, knowing that God truly loves us. Peter reminds us that our status as elect exiles is not a mistake or an accident. It is part of God's divine plan. He chose us according to His foreknowledge. This choosing is not based on our righteousness but on His grace and love, intertwined with our faith in response to His call. God’s foreknowledge includes His awareness of our hearts – our humility and openness to the gospel. It is a dynamic relationship where His grace meets our willingness to respond. So, Praise to God for a Living Hope. A- Men
