We love. We go. We serve
Psalm 8:1-9
Matthew 28:16-20

Today Christians around the World are Celebrating Trinity Sunday. Trinity Sunday is an invitation to meditate on an Infinite mystery—that God is a divine community of love. Trinity Sunday emphasizes that God does not exist in isolation, but rather in an eternal relationship of giving and receiving love, which Christians are invited to participate in and share with the world. This is a day of adoration and praise for the nature of God himself. It summarizes all the major mysteries celebrated throughout the liturgical year (the incarnation at Christmas, the sacrifice and resurrection at Easter, and the descent of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost) into one overarching truth: God is love.
So, as we come to the end of the Easter season, we are given one of the last reminders that Jesus gave his disciples. “Go and make Disciples of all Nations.” Jesus said this to some very imperfect disciples. It is fair to ask the question who is it that is to go. Is it Peter the denier that is to go? Is it John who wishes to call fire from heaven to destroy men that is to go? Or maybe its Phillip who was with Jesus all along and yet has not known him? But maybe, just maybe it is Thomas the one that had to put his finger into the print of the nails or he will not believe him that is to go and carry out Jesus’ last command. The answer, all of them are to go as you and I are to go as well.
As Wayne and I sat through a 3-hour Presbtery meeting this week, I was reminded of this great commission that Jesus gave his disciples. There were many ordinary people who got up to speak about the missions that they had participated in the last year. A Pastor and students from Westminster College who went to Alaska and built homes to a starving community. My dear friend Jeff Carlson and his wife from Trinity, who went to the Dominican Republic to deliver medicine and health care to a poor health-stricken community. Others went to the Congo and delivered over 600 pairs of shoes. On this Trinity Sunday we are reminded that we are to Love, Go, and Serve. So, lets take a few minutes and look at what is actually being said in these scriptures.
The first thing that I need to clarify for you is a Convert vs a disciple of Christ. The command is “Make Disciples, not converts or supporters of a cause. When you convert to Christianity, you become a convert. But a convert to Christianity is not the same as a Disciple of Christ. In the Bible, a convert is an individual who undergoes a fundamental spiritual transformation, turning away from sin and their former way of life to fully commit to God. And I would emphasize the words Fully commit in that sentence. It signifies a total change of heart, allegiance, and direction. There are many people who are converts and that is great. That’s a starting point. However, a convert is not a disciple of Christ. People all the time say they are Christians, but their actions, and how they live out their lives tell me that they aren’t disciples of Christ. It takes a lifetime to be a disciple of Christ. It is not a one-time thing.  From time to time there are those who will write me and tell me that my sermons were a little harsh. And my response to them, well if I hit a nerve than I have done my job. Sometimes the truth hurts. We don’t always like hearing the truth as in this case of the Great Commission a command to “Love, Serve, and Go.” Being a disciple of Christ is hard. It takes commitment, freedom, and the willingness to live in a much different way than of a convert. 
Being a disciple of Christ is not taking a discipleship class for three months, and saying I am a leader or teacher of Christ. Its not attending bible study sessions and saying, now you treat me like a leader. Its not claiming that you are God’s gift to the kingdom and therefore my voice should be heard. On that final day Jesus is not going to say well done good and faithful bible study attendee. Or well done good and faithful crafter or visionary. He is going to say well done good and faithful servant. Well done good and faithful disciple. So as Christians, let me ask you how are you doing with discipleship? Not deciphering others but being discipled by Jesus. How much do you care about living out his word? How much do you tremble at the fact that the living God who we will stand before face to face one day is the one that calls us to obey and know him?
So, what is a Disciple of Christ? It is not just praying a prayer to Jesus. Its living your life for Jesus that makes you a disciple of Jesus. It is not picking and choosing what you do. It is doing what God is telling you to do. I can tell you since coming here, that I have been pulled in many different directions. I never know what I am going to run up against. Being a disciple of Christ is a lifetime commitment and you have to prepare yourself to Love, Serve, and Go. I would like to lay out three things that will help define a disciple of Christ. First, we need to know him as our personal lord and savior. Not just know him, but know about him. We need to know what this savior is all about. We are reminded of this in John 10: 14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” We need to have that personal relationship with him. We need to walk beside him not just when things are bad, but all the time. This week at bible study as we are working our way through Isaiah, I reminded the participants, that we need to lay everything down to the Lord. Not just when the tough gets’ going but everything. The people of early Israel had a hard time doing this because of their idols. They didn’t want to give up idolatry and believe in the God who was speaking to them. This is having regular conversations with God. It means reading scripture and reflecting on what God is telling us. We need to see Christ. For those who have seen Christ know what I am talking about. When reading scripture, ask to see Christ in the word that he may appear to you and give you wisdom. We can’t just pick up a bible whenever we feel like. We need to have daily devotions. If you aren’t already, I encourage you to take time every day, dive into the scriptures. Attend bible study, come to Sunday school, learn what it is to know about our Savior. 
Second, we need to show our faith through water baptism. Baptism probably is one of the biggest misconceptions of the church today. The important thing to remember is that “Baptism does not save us.” We baptize to identify Jesus’ resurrection. I wonder how many of us actually remember our baptisms. Unfortunately, the truth about baptism, is not always taught. We have fallen victim to Traditional vs Biblical. The Greek word for baptism—baptizo—translates to "immerse, "submerge," or "wash," with many New Testament examples pointing to full water immersion as the standard. Did John sprinkle water on Jesus when he baptized him? Through baptism we are to baptize to demonstrate how Jesus rose from the dead as we are immersed and come up out of the waters. 
Thirdly, we need to grow in our faith by learning and doing what Jesus commands. This is a life time command. As we go out into the world to carry out Jesus’ commands, we will grow our faith by learning and doing. If you spend anytime around me, you will eventually here me say “be strong in your faith.” Lack of faith is one of the biggest barriers of being a disciple of Christ. Hebrews 11:1 reminds us “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not see.” Or 2 Corinthians 5:7 "For we live by faith, not by sight." People think they need to be perfect. That is a mis-guided truth. For God is the only one that is perfect. What we need to do, is to grow our faith and learn the proper steps of discipleship. I loved the question this week at bible study when I was asked aren’t we all disciples of Christ? The short answer is yes but the truth is, actions speak louder than words. So, the real answer is no. 
I am here to tell you that God stands here in this place and he knows everything about your life. I am asking you to be a disciple of Christ. Humble yourself before his holy word. Tremble at his word. Trust and obey his word. There was a promise by the women at the tomb, “if you do these things, you will see Jesus. The goal of discipleship is not just to hear the word, but the goal of discipleship is so that you see the living Christ. And here’s the evidence that you’ve seen Christ, you will worship him and praise him wherever you are. Not just on Sunday Mornings.
Let me close with this. I was called to come here to JCPC. I wasn’t told to come here, I was called to come here. It started back in 1999 when I was called to teach at the worst, all African American school in North Las Vegas. It started when I met that 5th grader Nigel. It was reaffirmed 12 years later when in the dark of the night, I met up with him in the middle of a street in Las Vegas. Being a disciple of Christ is hard and will take you places that no one will ever know. But I was called by God to come here to lead, and to build this church. Ministry is not easy but I accepted it with open arms. There are those who will talk about you behind your back. Those who will try to discourage you for trying new things. Those who don’t want others coming in to worship with you. Those who complain instead of stepping up and helping out. All you are telling me, is that you do not know what a disciple of Christ is. I was reminded by several people this past week at a funeral, what an amazing church this is. Bishop Willimon says this about our text today. “This is not a comforting invitation to settle down, but as a disruptive command to keep the church in constant, perilous motion on a mission to reshape the world.” As I said last week its time to get in the game. Its time to “Love, Go, and Serve.” A-men

In Christian discipleship, all of your hope is vested in the company of the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ. Now, where is your heart? 
