Forgetting the Past
Philippians 3:13-14
Growing up New Year’s resolutions use to be fun to make. But then it became like a competitive game, who could keep theirs the longest. Let’s be honest now.  How many of you kept to that diet? How many of you actually kept exercising past February? Who really stopped eating those fatty foods? New Year’s resolutions seem to come and go with really no commitment. Now if you are one of the many few who have kept to their resolutions, I congratulate you on your achievements. 
In a Peanuts strip Lucy once grumbled to poor Charlie Brown about the awful New Year she was having. She complained that problems abounded, and she felt that difficulties were around every corner. Then she said, “I don’t think this is a New Year at all—I think we’ve been stuck with a USED year!!!”
So, tonight I want to share with you three commitments for the new year that will change your life forever. That is if you can follow through on them. If you will make three commitments that God in His Word encourages us to make, I promise you that 2026 will become one of the most enjoyable years in your life. First, COMMIT YOURSELF TO FORGET YOUR FAILURES.
In our text today, we are reassured that we can be renewed with God’s grace. God’s word never disappears. Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus. This is great advice and I remind you that we don’t have to live our lives imprisoned by our past. So many people live by their past moments, that they can’t let the failures go. All this does is eat at your spirit and ruins the opportunity to experience real joy. Second, COMMIT YOURSELF TO GIVE UP YOUR GRUDGES.
I want you to listen to these words from the book of Colossians because in them you’ll hear the second commitment I believe God wants us to make in this new year. 
Col 3:13
Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. Did you hear that charge?  God in those words is challenging us directly and personally to give up our grudges. That is what he means when he says forgive each other whatever quarrels you may have against one another. A grudge is a deep ongoing resentment that we cultivate in our hearts against someone else. I’ll be honest, I sometimes struggle with this one, but I have learned that God’s word is final and I need to carry through with this commitment. Finally, COMMIT YOURSELF TO RESTORE YOUR RELATIONSHIPS.
Some of you that are familiar with computers know that Every time You turn it on a little window pops up that asks if You want to run a check to see if all the programs are all working properly. God in his word issues a very similar invitation. It is the invitation not to check to see if our computer software is working properly but to check whether our personal relationships are working properly. Here is how the Lord issues that challenge
Romans 12:18
If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. The important phrase is “As far as it depends on you.” God by using that phrase is personally challenging each one of us to do all we can to restore our relationships. The Lord wants us to do everything we can to restore any relationships that may have gone wrong in our lives Some relationships might have gone wrong in our lives because of what other people have done and they might well not want that relationship restored. God recognizes that. That is why he starts by saying “If its possible” But let’s be honest some of our relationships have gone wrong because of what we have done.
When God’s word says here as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone” it is saying if you have caused a rift in a relationship then you have a responsibility to do everything you can to restore it. All we have to say is: “I was wrong, I am sorry, will you forgive me.”
Make no mistake it will be hard to do but one of the most significant things that you can do to mark the New Year is not set off a firework but to admit your past errors in relationships and humbly seek forgiveness from the one you have hurt. It all boils down to this: Will this New Year be just a calendar changing event for you or are you willing to rise to these commitments that God is challenging us to commit to?  Are you willing to make these 3 commitments for 2026?
Will you commit yourself to forget your failures? Will you commit yourself to give up your grudges? Will you commit yourself to restore your relationships?  This New Year will really be something to celebrate if you’ll make forgiveness the heart of what it’s all about for you. A-men
