When all hope is Lost

Isaiah 7: 13-17
Matthew 1: 18-25

For most of us, I am sure that we live life feeling like we are able to complete what is right in front of us. A meal needs to be cooked, we cook it. The grass needs to be cut, we cut it. The house needs to be clean, we clean it. But sometimes, some things happen and the feeling is that there is no hope. All Hope is lost.  It was a Thursday afternoon, and I was working from home. I was experiencing some burning sensation in my chest most of the day. It would come and go. After work was completed, I had to go to the church and meet with a member. Then out to eat and a stop by Walmart. During the shopping at Walmart the pain came back and seem to be more intense than ever. My friend said to me, “you need to go to hospital.” I said after we take the groceries home.  I got home and thought I would just lay down and go to sleep. That didn’t work, and off I went driving myself to the Emergency room in Greenville. After immediate blood work and a diagnosis that I was having a heart attack, the thoughts started racing through my mind. What now? What about Church? What about work? Who is going to take care of my dog? 
The doctor came in about an hour later and said we are going to transfer you to Jameson for a catheterization.  I remember saying “That’s ok I can drive myself.” His immediate response was “I don’t think so.” I was hoping to have the catheterization and go home in a few days and all would be well. Then after the catheterization, the doctor said we have to send you to Pittsburgh for open heart surgery, the thoughts were racing again. All Hope was lost. Even though I was only in Jameson for 24 hours, the visitors started showing up. First, my cousins, then a pastor, and pretty soon as I was dozing off to sleep, another pastor. Not really sure what was going happen, I was reassured that all hope was not lost and I would get through the next few days with God’s help. 
I am sure you have all experienced something in your life that you can relate too. When things begin to happen unexpectedly, we begin to question and lose hope. Sometimes things happen and the feeling is that all hope is lost. There’s no one person who can help me, and there’s nothing I can do about this situation. But My friends I am here to tell you that when you think that all hope is lost, that is a perfect time to turn to Jesus.  He is the hope when all hope is lost. 
In our Advent Sermon series “God is With Us,” we will be reminded over the next 4 weeks that we are never alone in our journey. In this series, we will be “Introducing…Jesus,” each week and looking at a different facet of the glory of Christ. No single sermon can capture all that he is. And these four sermons will not capture all that he is, but they’re a start.
This morning we’re introduced to Jesus who is hope when all hope is lost. We encounter people who know there’s no one on earth who can help them except Jesus. There’s no amount of money, no team of doctors, no self-help 10-step program, no fad diet, no government program who can help them. And so, they turn to Jesus. He’s the hope when all hope is lost. And he proves in this narrative he’s a worthy hope. A sufficient hope. A hope that does not disappoint.
As we look at our Old Testament reading, we see a land in despair. A land that loses all hope and then Iasiah speaks.
The day of the LORD comes: Isaiah now speaking in the “prophetic tense,” having in mind both a near fulfillment (the day of judgment against the Babylonian Empire), and an ultimate fulfillment (the final day of judgment at the return of Jesus).
The day of the LORD is an important phrase, used some 26 times in the Bible. It speaks not of a single day of judgment, but of the season of judgment when the LORD sets things right. It is as if today is man’s day, but the LORD’s Day is coming.
In the near fulfillment of the judgment of Babylon, they felt like the whole world was coming apart. In the ultimate fulfillment connected with the return of Jesus, the whole world will be falling apart.
As we look at Hope It is important to remember that there are two types of hope. False hope and Christian hope.  False hope is something that is manmade and gives us a false sense of relief. Christian hope, by contrast, is a gift from the Holy Spirit and is based on the conviction that Jesus is Lord and that God is actively redemptive in the world.
We had hoped Jesus would run the Romans out, give us the government we deserve. Then Jesus went and got arrested, thrown in jail because he couldn’t keep his mouth shut. Got himself on death row. Some Savior of the World. We had hoped. Then Jesus dashed our hopes. And to make matters worse, some women went to the tomb early in the morning and said it was empty. Trauma makes some people delusional. Or as Paul would put it: If you hope for this life only, your preaching gospel is in vain” (1 Cor 15:19). 
Karl Barth The Swiss Theologian said “Hope is the parent of idolatry” because false hope is easier to worship than real Jesus. False hope is undemanding because it’s self-devised.
A man approached a little league baseball game one afternoon. He asked a boy in the dugout what the score was. The boy responded, "Eighteen to nothing--we're behind."  The spectator said, "I'll bet you're discouraged." "Why should I be discouraged?" replied the little boy. "We haven't even gotten up to bat yet!" That’s real hope!
As we look at our text today, Matthew doesn’t really tell us about the birth of Jesus; Luke does that. Matthew instead tells us where Jesus came from, and it tells the story through the eyes of Joseph. Matthew plainly (without the greater detail found in the Gospel of Luke) presents the virginal conception and subsequent birth of Jesus. However, the virgin birth was difficult for people to believe back then, even as it is also doubted now by some. And what about Joseph? A hard working and just man. Being a just man, and a man of the law, and not wanting to make Mary a public example: Joseph knew that if Mary had been unfaithful to him it would be impossible to go through with the marriage. Yet his nature as a just man also did not want to make this an unnecessary hardship or stigma upon Mary. Joseph made the understandable decision to seek a quiet divorce. I am sure that Joseph felt that all hope was lost. I am sure he had high hopes of marrying Mary and raising a family and living a normal life. But his hope was lost and he was panicking to say the least.
Then what happens next is probably the most compelling story ever. An angel speaks to Joseph in a dream, convincing him not to divorce Mary. The dream came while he thought about these things. Joseph was understandably troubled by Mary’s mysterious pregnancy, her future, and what he should do towards her. Though he had decided to put her away secretly, he was not comfortable with that decision. The name which the angel commanded Joseph to give to Mary’s Child was one that was common at the time…its full significance was ‘The Salvation of Jehovah.” For He will save His people from their sins: The angelic messenger briefly and elegantly stated the work of the coming Messiah, Jesus. He will come as a savior, and come to save His people from their sins. This description of the work of Jesus reminds us that Jesus meets us in our sin, but His purpose is to save us from our sins. He saves us first from the penalty of sin, then from the power of sin, and finally from the presence of sin. 
So, when we think all hope is lost, we need to turn to the story in Matthew and look at Mary and Joseph. Two individuals a lot like us who had everything going for them, and then something happened. This morning’s Scriptures teach us that our Lord Jesus Christ is coming into the world, and on the first Sunday of Advent, this is our hope. Our waiting for a new world may seem tedious or even discouraging especially with this shaky economy or without our beloved. We may be frustrated by its delay. But we must not give up the hope of a brighter future and the hope of the final fulfillment of God because Christ is indeed coming again! Thanks be to God. A-men.
