Jackson Center Presbyterian Church
December 21, 2025			Fourth Sunday in Advent
Pastor Bill Spangler			Organist – Jane Buckley
Welcome/Announcements
Prelude					"The First Noel"
Lighting of the Advent Candle			Jane and Paul Buckley
	
First Reader: Today, we come face to face with the scandal of Advent: Mary, the unmarried mother; God Incarnate growing in Mary’s womb as a vulnerable baby; Joseph contemplating leaving Mary because of her pregnancy; God’s love at work in ways that society and propriety could not understand; God calling Mary and Joseph to faithfulness despite the fear of disgrace.
All: With Mary and Joseph, we choose to wait, watch, and listen for the way of Love instead of responding in fear to the world’s judgment.
Second Reader: We light this candle of love as a sign of our faithfulness as we seek, find, and follow Emmanuel, God with us.

*Hymn of Praise	It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 	#128

*Prayer of Confession (in unison, followed by a moment of silence)
We confess we are not the people you hope us to be, Advent God.
The very ones you favor, we too often ignore or ridicule. The ones you knock off their pedestals, we admire and emulate. We are so focused on having more, and more, we risk being sent away empty. Forgive us, Mighty God, and look with grace upon us. We would live secure in your love; we would be the ones of peace for your world, we would seek to do your will, as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior A-men




*Assurance of Pardon
*Gloria Patri		#623
Children’s Sermon				Marilyn Snyder

Special Music	      " Beautiful Star of Bethlehem"	Marmee Snyder
		
Presentation of our Tithes and Offering 	
“There's a Song in the Air”

*Doxology		#625
*Dedication


Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer

Old Testament Lesson	Jeremiah 31:3, Isaiah 54:10

*Hymn of Preparation   	The First Noel  (vs 1,2,3,6)	#136
	
New Testament Lesson	1 John 4: 7-10

Morning Message	 	“God Loves Us No Matter What”

*Closing Hymn	Good Christian Men, Rejoice		#151
		
*Benediction
*Congregation Response	“Go Tell it on the Mountain”	#138
*Organ Postlude

*Those who are able to stand comfortably, may do so
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Pastor Bill Spangler
Call/Text (724) 300-0396
sportsboi854@gmail.com

Social Media/Website
http://www.thejcpcpa.com

Church Staff:

Ministers:				All members
Lead Pastor:				Bill Spangler
Clerk of Session			Jan Lawrence
Financial Administrators		Darlene and Ron Dorogy
Organist/Pianist			Jane Buckley
Custodians				Darlene and Ron Dorogy

The Session of Elders:
Bill Spangler (Pastor), Jan Lawrence (Clerk of Session), Ellen Swartz, Paul Buckley

The Deacons:
Jane Buckley, Abbey Clark, Evelyn Boggs

Membership at JCPC
Becoming a member of Jackson Center Presbyterian Church only requires a public profession of faith in Jesus Christ.  To learn more about membership at JCPC, feel free to contact Pastor Bill.   
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