The Great Physician
Hosea 6: 1-6
Matthew 9:9-13

This past week, I was having a conversation with some friends, and the topic of health care came up. Now I am sure many of you may remember when your family doctor made house calls. In the 70’s I remember our family Physician coming to our house at least 3 times. I also remember our family doctor coming to the hospital and making hospital calls. These are practices that are no longer available. In fact, Family doctors are not allowed to come to the hospital to make a call. I am sure this has something to do with insurance. As we continue our look at the Miracles and Parables of Jesus, this week we are going to look at the doctor who still makes house calls. In our text today we meet the author of this gospel account. His name is Matthew. Last week we were told how Jesus loves to call people away from their professions and change their lives. Again, this week we see Jesus comes calling a tax collector. Jesus had a new career for him as he did with Peter, Andrew, James and John. Since this is a series on Parables and Miracles, you might be wondering how this fits in. It’s not a miracle, so where’s the parable? Look again at verse 12. This parable is only twelve words long: “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.” One of the titles we often use for Jesus is the “Great Physician.” This is the only time in the Bible Jesus compares Himself to a doctor. Then Jesus explained the parable by saying, “I have not come to call the righteous but sinners.” (and Luke adds “to repentance.”) The point of the parable is simple. What a medical doctor does for your body, Dr. Jesus can do for your soul. As we examine this scripture, I’d like to share three life changing lessons with you:
First, JESUS CALLS EACH OF US TO FOLLOW HIM. Levi, who was later known as Matthew, was a despised tax collector. He worked for the IRS—not the Israeli Revenue Service, because none of the money went to Israel. He worked for the Infernal Roman Service. He was a servant of the Roman Empire. The Romans were the occupiers of Israel. A tax collector had to deliver a certain amount of revenue to the Romans, and his salary was anything he received above and beyond that amount. He could charge any exorbitant amount he pleased and there were Roman soldiers standing at his tax table to enforce his authority.
To understand how much the Jews hated these tax collectors, compare it to what happened during World War II. The Germans occupied France and Holland and then the Allies liberated these countries following the Normandy Invasion. After the Germans fled, the people punished those men and women who were considered German sympathizers. That’s how Jews felt about tax-collectors like Levi. They spat on the ground when they saw them.
One day Jesus approached the tax booth and I can imagine the onlookers thought, “He’s going to give that dirty tax collector a piece of his mind!” Instead, Jesus walked up and said two words, “Follow me.” And the tense of the verbs indicate Levi immediately left his booth, his job, and all the security it brought, and followed Jesus on the spot. Jesus is still calling Levis to follow Him (and Wranglers as well). Jesus isn’t interested in making believers or making converts. He is interested in making disciples and a disciple is a follower. 
Second, JESUS IS MORE AT HOME WITH SINNERS THAN WITH RELIGIOUS SNOBS.
Let’s crash Matthew’s party for a second. There’s laughter, there’s music, there’s the smell of great food, and there’s a lot of conversation going on. Jesus is the center of attention and He’s telling stories and these publicans and prostitutes are laughing. Meanwhile, outside the door, there’s a posse of religious snobs. They are the self-appointed righteousness police who have been following Jesus around and looking for opportunities to criticize Him. These are the same guys who were in the crowded house where the paralytic was lowered who said, “This is blasphemy! Who can forgive sins except God?” Now, they’re looking in at this party and they complain to Jesus’ disciples that there is no way this man can be the Messiah, because He’s eating with tax collectors and sinners.
In spite of the loud conversations, Jesus heard their remark and said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’” He quoted Hosea 6:6 and said, “Go learn what it means.” It’s one thing to know a verse and something entirely different to learn what it means and obey it. God wasn’t impressed with the sacrificial system at the Temple as much as He is pleased when we demonstrate mercy and compassion to other people. Jesus freely admitted that He hung out with the kinds of people who would never be welcome in the homes of the religious snobs. 
Finally, JESUS IS THE ONLY DOCTOR WHO CAN CURE SIN SICKNESS. Jesus indicated that He came to earth for the same reason a doctor spends his time in a hospital. Jesus came to help sinners. There is a disease worse than cancer and more debilitating than MS. It’s a spiritual sickness called sin and if we don’t receive a cure for this, we don’t just die, we die eternally. But the good news is that Dr. Jesus has the cure for our sin sickness. Dr. Paul Brand, who was both a missionary and a physician, has diagnosed our sin sickness with this description: “We suffer from the universally infectious disease that we call sin-itis, or fallen fever. It is a degenerative disease that slowly robs us of our joy in life. Much like cholesterol does to our arteries, sin-itis has a tendency to harden the heart. It creates a barrier around it, ultimately preventing it from experiencing life’s joys or sorrows. But probably the most discouraging news about this disease is that we are all born with it. It is in our blood stream from the moment we are conceived. And there is nothing we can do about it. But there is something that God can do about it. Jesus, the Great Physician, has come to seek out the sick to call those whose lives have been afflicted and to bring healing where there was only hurt.” Do you need to be cured of your sin sickness? In order for you to receive Dr. Jesus’ cure there are three things you must do—the same things you do when you visit a medical doctor.
A. Admit you have a problem
B. Submit yourself to Him
C. Commit to His Plan

You’ll never seek help from a doctor until you’re willing to admit you have a problem. As long as you linger in denial, you’ll never make an appointment to see a doctor. If you’ve got an illness or disease, you must first admit your problem, but then you must make an appointment and go and actually see the doctor. When you go into one of those little rooms and sit on that uncomfortable padded table covered in paper it’s your way of saying, “I’m here, Doc, and I need your help.”
Dr. Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.” Your doctor may say, “We’re going to give you a certain medicine, or put you on a special diet.” Dr. Jesus says, “Here, I’ll take away your sin. You’re forgiven. But now I have a plan for you. It’s a great plan to prosper you and not to harm you; a plan to give you a hope and a future. I want you to follow me every day of your life. I will live in you and give you the strength to do all things.” Are you willing to commit to Dr. Jesus’ plan for your life? Throughout Jesus’ teachings, we see this Great Physician. Jesus accepted the woman at the well in Samara “as is.” He knew she had a jaded past and was living in sin, but he looked beyond that to see she could be a relational evangelist bringing her thirsty friends to find the living water. Jesus looked at little Zacchaeus and saw Him “as is’—another despised tax collector. And He saw He could become a generous giver. Jesus looks at each of us and accepts us “As Is.” Then He says, “I see what you can become.” And we should look at people the way Jesus looks at people. We should be willing to accept them “as is” and rejoice as Jesus makes them into something beautiful.  The Great Physician is here today. You don’t even need to make an appointment. He still makes house calls. Invite Him into your home and into your heart and your life will never again be the same. A-men
