When the Going Gets Tough
Psalm 105:1-6
Matthew 14:22-33	

It is really amazing how God works through people. Last week’s Sermon by Tom Wilson, sets the scene for a Fall sermon series that I will be starting in a couple of weeks. When Tom and I talked he had asked me if there was anything that I wanted him to preach on. I told him no just pick a message he thinks people would like to hear. Well, his message was right on and if you missed it, it is posted on the website. Take some time and go and listen to it. In a couple of weeks, I will be starting a sermon series on the Miracles and Parables of Jesus. Today is going to be a sneak peek at one of my favorite miracles of the bible. Actually, it is 4 miracles in one. This week’s text always reminds me of the story about the two deacons who took their pastor out fishing on a lake in their boat. They were anchored some distance from shore, and after they had been fishing awhile, the first deacon says, “Oh, I left my sandwich in the car.” He steps out of the boat, walks across the water to the shore, gets his sandwich, walks back across the water and gets back into the boat. The pastor is amazed at this, but the other deacon doesn’t say anything about it, so neither does he. Then the second deacon says, “Oh, I forgot my thermos.” He steps out of the boat, walks across the water, gets his thermos, walks back across the water and into the boat. The two deacons just keep on fishing, while the pastor is thinking, “Well, if they can do it, I guess so can I!” So, he casually tells the deacons, “I need to get something, too.” He steps over the side of the boat, promptly sinks like a rock and starts swimming for shore. The first deacon turns to the second deacon and says, “Do you think maybe next time we should tell him where the rocks are?” Read the Text  Of course, Jesus didn’t need any rocks when he walked on the water, and this is an amazing miracle of God’s power, love and care for his followers. One of the many questions that I often get asked as a pastor, is if God loves us so much, why do we have all the trials and tribulations in our life? I, wish I could tell you that when you become a Christian, you will have a free sailing life. I wish I could tell you that when you decide to follow Jesus, you will live a quiet life and an easy road to travel on. I wish I could tell you, that when you come to Jesus, all your problems will be over. But I can’t tell you any of those things, because I would be lying. Life is tough for everyone, Christians included. In fact, in some ways life for the Christian can be even tougher, because God tells you to do hard things. As I have said many times, you never know when Jesus is going to show up and tell you to do things that leave you wondering why? If you haven’t been told already, let me tell you right now, if you are a follower of Jesus, you are going to face some tough times in life. Jesus said: “In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” (John 16:33) 
So, today, I want you to take 3 things from our text today. I want you to remember them every time you are facing a tough time in your daily walk with Christ. And remember what Tom told you last week. You do not need to walk alone. Your fellow believers are to walk with you face to face in the fellowship of Christ. 
1) You are never out of God’s sight, 2) You are never out of God’s reach, and 3) You are never out of God’s care.  Everyone goes through tough times in life. But when you are a Christian, you have these three promises from God to help you when the going gets tough. You are never out of God’s sight. Marks account says: He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them. Shortly before dawn he went out to them, walking on the lake. He was about to pass by them. If you have ever went in a canoe, or kayak and had to paddle against the current, you know what the disciples were up against. They were in a tough spot. You have to remember they had already been out there fishing for several hours when the winds came. And don’t forget, how did they get into this spot to begin with? Jesus sent them. Verse 22 says Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowd. Made is a very strong word. In the original language meaning to force someone to compel. Now I am sure Jesus didn’t use physical force here. But what he did do was give them a commandment and since they were following him, they needed to do what he commanded them to do. We see this throughout the bible, and so the disciples were in a tough spot. So much for the idea that following Jesus will never get you into trouble. But the important thing to remember here is that just because you are in a tough spot does not mean that you are not in the right spot. You could be exactly where God wants you to be. Sometimes following Jesus means going through those trials and tribulations that I spoke of earlier. Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead of him because he had a purpose for the trial they would face.
So, Jesus sends the disciples across the sea in the boat, he dismisses the crowd, and then he goes up on the mountain to pray. Verses 23-24: After he had dismissed them, he went up on a mountainside by himself to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, 24 but the boat was already a considerable distance from land, buffeted by the waves because the wind was against it. You might ask the question, how did Jesus know that the disciples were struggling? In Mark’s Account it says: “He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them.” So, the disciples are stuck in the middle of the lake fighting the winds, and Jesus is up on the mountainside praying. Was he praying for the disciples? We don’t know. But as he looked down on the Sea of Galilee, he saw the disciples in their predicament. He knows what you’re going through. In this case it was his disciples in the middle of the sea of Galilee.  Whenever you are in a tough spot, remember this. You are never out of God’s sight. 
Secondly, you are never out of God’s reach. Jesus was on land, and the disciples were out in the middle of the lake. It would seem they were out of Jesus’ reach, but then Jesus comes walking right out to them. Now this is the big miracle of the story – Jesus walking on the water. Once again, skeptics have tried to come up with all sorts of explanations for what happened here. One is that the disciples saw Jesus walking around the shore of the lake in the shallow water. Of course, that doesn’t explain how Jesus spoke to them in the middle of the lake or climbed into their boat from two miles away. No, this was a true miracle, Jesus walking on top of the water, demonstrating his power over nature and his own true nature as the Son of God. In the Old Testament only God walked on the water and had power over the sea. Job 9:8 says of God: “He alone stretches out the heavens and treads on the waves of the sea.” And so, by this miracle Jesus was showing that he is truly God. Later on, the disciples will acknowledge this when they worship him in the boat saying: “Truly you are the Son of God.” (Matthew 14:33)
Thirdly, you are never out of God’s care. Jesus immediately said to them: In verses 27-31 we read: “Take courage! It is I. Don’t be afraid.” 28 “Lord, if it’s you,” Peter replied, “tell me to come to you on the water.” 29 “Come,” he said. Then Peter got down out of the boat, walked on the water and came toward Jesus. 30 But when he saw the wind, he was afraid and, beginning to sink, cried out, “Lord, save me!” 31 Immediately Jesus reached out his hand and caught him. “You of little faith,” he said, “why did you doubt?” The disciples are terrified. They think Jesus is a ghost, but Jesus tells them, “It’s me. Don’t be afraid.” And then Peter says to Jesus, “Lord, if it’s really you, tell me to come to you on the water.” Jesus tells Peter, “Come.” And Peter does! He gets out of the boat and starts walking on the water toward Jesus. Can you imagine the faith it took for Peter to step out of the boat? Can you imagine what he must have been thinking when he first touched his foot to the water and then put the rest of his weight onto it? Can you imagine how awesome it must have been to suddenly find yourself walking on the water towards Jesus in the midst of the wind and the waves? I love Peter, because he is always saying or doing big, bold things for Jesus, and then immediately messing up right after. I love Peter, because I’m just like him. I also want to say and do big, bold things for Jesus, but I know that I am also always messing up. Peter is a great encouragement for messed-up believers like you and me who sincerely want to follow Jesus, but we are constantly falling flat on our faces. This is no doubt the lesson of forgiveness. God loves and forgives you even when you fail. Even when you lose faith, even when you lose focus, even when you mess up big time, you just need to call out: “Lord, save me!” and Jesus is right there to help you back into the boat. 
Let me close with this. You know, when we talk about God, we often talk about how God is all-knowing, he is all-present, and he is all-powerful. Those are the three “omni” words you sometimes hear about God: God is omniscient, he is omnipresent, and he is omnipotent. The word “omni” means “all,” so omniscient means all-knowing, omnipresent means all-present, and omnipotent means all-powerful. And those three words that describe God lined up perfectly with the three points of our message this morning. God is all-knowing, which means you are never out of his sight. God is all-present which means you are never out of his reach. God is all-loving and all-powerful, which means you are never out of his care. So, the next time you are in a trial facing tribulation remember these three things. A-Men
