What is the Light of Your World?
Psalm 27
Matthew 5: 14-16
	
Last week we looked at a Miracle of Jesus. This week we are going to look at one of the many parables that Jesus uses throughout his ministry. As I did with miracles, I will give you a working definition of a Parable. A parable is a short, simple story that teaches a moral, ethical, or spiritual lesson. The key Characteristic of a Parable is it is a brief narrative. Parables are short and focused on a single core point; Human characters. Unlike fables, which often use animals or plants, parables feature realistic human situations from everyday life. Jesus was the Master of Parables and used well over 30 parables throughout his teachings. 
A couple of years ago, the cover of Newsweek Magazine featured what they called “The Decline and Fall of Christian America.” Recent surveys reveal a larger percentage of Americans have no interest in religion. A pastor said, If they had asked me if I was interested in religion I would have said, “No.” Religion divides and kills. Religion is the why thousands of people are being slaughtered across the globe. Instead of religion, we should embrace a personal relationship with God.  In the late 1980s, there was a financial crisis often referred to as “the S&L crisis” as many savings and loans failed because of bad loans. We’re facing another S&L crisis today, but I’m not talking about savings and loans, I’m talking about a Salt and Light crisis. Jesus has called us to be salt and light in a world that is decaying and dark. Today, we are going to look at what Jesus meant when He declared we are the light of the world. In Matthew 5:14-16. Jesus didn’t say “try to be the Light of the World” or “strive to be light.” He just declared, “You are the light of the world.” As I said last week, being who you are in Christ is more important than doing something for God. So, what does it mean for us to be the light of the world? Here are three spiritual principles that will help you Light Your World.
First, AS OUR WORLD GROWS DARKER, THE NEED FOR LIGHT INCREASES. 
Jesus was a Master teacher, because He used ordinary concepts like salt, light, birds, and flowers to teach us about God. We all understand light and darkness. Alongside the literal truth of light and darkness, there is a spiritual truth as well. In the Bible, light is designated as truth and goodness, and darkness is used to characterize evil and deception. Hell is described as a place of outer darkness and the devil is called the Prince of Darkness. On the other hand, the Bible says
God is light, and that in Him is no darkness at all. There has always been spiritual darkness, but it seems to me the darkness is increasing. We are witnessing a growing trend toward violence and wickedness in our nation. People have always
been violent, but have you noticed incidents of random violence are becoming more common? In 1966, Charles Whitman climbed to the top of the tower at the University of Texas in Austin and started shooting, ultimately killing 14 people. That kind of random violence was a very rare occurrence. But today, hardly a week goes by without someone going on a shooting rampage. We live in a dark world and it’s getting darker. That’s why Jesus came—to bring light to people in darkness. The Bible says, “The people living in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned.” (Matthew 4:16)
One of the tragedies of living in an increasingly darker world is that many Christians are gradually becoming used to the darkness. Have you ever walked into a dark movie theater after coming in from daylight? You can’t see anything, but your eyes gradually adjust until you can see better. Sadly, too many Christians are growing accustomed to the darkness rather than being alarmed by it. People today, would rather talk about the negative, then the positive things happening. The good always goes unnoticed even in the church. We are living in the dark. Men love darkness rather than light because their deeds are evil. The depths of present-day human depravity are too vile for any word in our language to describe. We are seeing not ordinary moral corruption, but evil double-distilled and compounded in weird, uncanny, and demonic combinations and concoctions of iniquity never heard of a generation ago. We not only live in the dark, we get used to it. There is a slow, subtle, sinister brainwashing process going on and by it we are gradually being desensitized to evil. There was a time when sin shocked us. But as the brainwashing progresses, what once amazed us only amuses us.”
Second, JESUS RADIATES LIGHT SO I CAN REFLECT HIS LIGHT TO OTHERS.
When Jesus said, “A city on a hill cannot be hidden,” On that hillside where Jesus delivered this message, you can still look to the northwest and see the white limestone buildings of a nearby city that sits on the crown of the next hill—you can’t hide that city as the white building reflects the light of the sun. Then Jesus said the light of a lamp is wasted when it is placed under a bowl. When He said this, homes were illuminated by clay lamps filled with olive oil. Each lamp contained a cloth wick soaked in the oil which burned. Fire was valuable, but it wasn’t easy to ignite a fire. They didn’t have matches or lighters, obviously. They had to either get fire from another source or strike pieces of flint together. At night, a family might take a lamp and place it on the floor and put a clay pot over it. A little air would feed the flame from around the uneven base of the bowl. This way the lamp wouldn’t burn out, but neither would it burn brightly and keep the family awake— sort of a first century nightlight. Jesus pointed out that a lamp under a bowl is worthless. Instead, when light was needed, the lamp was placed on a high ledge on the wall so it illuminated the entire house. The good news for us is that we don’t have to ignite our own light either—we just have to keep it lit, and refrain from hiding it. In other words, we don’t have to generate our own light; Jesus is the source of light. He said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” (John 8:12) The question is are you spreading that light? Or are you spreading darkness. 
Third, I LIGHT MY WORLD BY ACTS OF KINDNESS THAT PUT THE SPOTLIGHT ON
GOD. In verse 16, Jesus explained how we light our world. He said, “Let your light shine before men that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” Some people say be kind for kindness sake, or to be good for goodness sake, but Jesus said we should be kind for the sake of glorifying God. It’s easy to say, “I love God” but the Bible says if you say that and hate your brother, then you are a liar. It’s also easy to say, “I love people, but unless you prove it by performing acts of kindness to them, then you’re just adding to the darkness. The Bible says in 1 John 2:9-10, “Anyone who claims to be in the light but hates his brother is still in the darkness. Whoever loves his brother lives in the light.” We light our world as we perform acts of kindness to others. But notice Jesus didn’t say we should perform random acts of kindness, or acts of kindness that bring attention to ourselves. He clearly said we are lighting our world when our acts of kindness place the spotlight directly on God. In order to do this, we must let people know that we are showing kindness to them because God has first shown kindness to us when we didn’t deserve it. In our World today, we tend to want the focus on us. Its, me, me, me. Jesus clearly says in 1 John that our focus should be on God. One way that you can show that kindness is through our Missions. Last month, our mission was “The Shoe That Grows.” This church stepped up and gave like never before. $250.00 was donated to this mission, with matching funds sending the total to over $500.00 Your kindness is very much appreciated. One church gives to members and nonmembers of their church that are going through financial situations, or rough times in their life. They do this not to blow their horns but to tell the people who are helped that that they are doing this in Jesus’ name, and we want God to be praised, not a church. Maybe, just maybe you could find someone in your church that needs help and you could let your light shine on them that they may see the light instead of darkness. 
My prayer is that as we approach shorter days with light, that you will find ways to keep that light lit. That you will share that light with others. But, I must warn you, you have to get out of the darkness yourself, before you can share your light. As the old proverb says, “It’s better to light a candle than to curse the darkness.”
Will you light your world? Don’t worry about lighting the whole planet; just allow your light to shine forth in your world. Your world may be your family, your workplace, your classroom, or your neighborhood. Growing up, I loved the song, “This Little Light of Mine”, I’m gonna let it shine! The second verse says, “Put it under a bushel, NO! I’m gonna let it shine!”  Jesus said as the light of the world, we shouldn’t hide our light under a bushel or a pot. So, what is the light in your World? Jesus said, “You ARE the light of the world.” So, here’s the challenge: Light your world! Let the love of God shine through in the little things you do. And though your light may be reaching only two or three: Light your world! A-Men
