Giving Up Superiority/Enemies
Romans 2:17-29
John 4:1-42
As I was preparing this week, I came across a story that I want to share with you.  It’s about a man named Bill.  He has wild hair, likes to wear a T-shirt, jeans with holes in them and walk around barefoot. This was literally his wardrobe for his entire four years of college.  He’s intelligent, a little shy, but very, very bright. He became a Christian while attending college and across the street from the campus was a well-dressed, very conservative church. They’d been wanting to develop a ministry to the students, but just weren’t sure how to go about it.
So, one day Bill decides to go there. He walks in with no shoes, jeans, his T-shirt, and wild hair. The service has already started, so Bill starts down the aisle looking for a seat. The church is completely packed and he can’t find anywhere to sit. By now people are really looking a bit uncomfortable, but no one says anything.  Bill gets closer to the pulpit, and when he realizes there are no seats, he just squats down right there on the carpet.  While that may be perfectly acceptable behavior at a college fellowship, it had never happened in this church before!
The people are really uptight, and the tension in the air is thick.  About this time, the minister realizes that from way at the back of the church, a deacon is slowly making his way toward Bill. Now the deacon’s in his eighties, has silver-gray hair, and a three-piece suit. A godly man, very elegant, very dignified, very courtly. He walks with a cane and, as he starts walking toward this young man, everyone is saying to themselves that you can’t blame him for what he’s going to do. How can you expect a man of his age and of his background to understand some college kid on the floor? It takes a long time before the deacon reaches the young man. The church is utterly silent, except for the clicking of the man’s cane. All eyes are focused on him. The minister can’t even preach the sermon until the deacon does what he has to do. And now they see this elderly man drop his cane on the floor. With great difficulty he lowers himself and sits down next to Bill and worships with him so he won’t feel alone. Everyone chokes up with emotion. When the minister regains control, he says, “What I’m about to preach, you’ll never remember. What you’ve just seen, you’ll never forget.”
The congregation’s desire to minister to college students was a good, godly thing.  But their attitude toward college students was a road block.  As Bill walked up the aisle of the church, anyone could have scrunched a little tighter in their pew and given him a spot to sit down.  Instead, they were so concerned about the petty things, like clothing and appearance, and their own comfort, that they were afraid to reach out to Bill. Oh, and did they ever expect the deacon to lay down the law, to put Bill in his place!  But instead, he removed the road block.  He paved the path for ministry.  He went out of his way, and certainly out of his comfort zone, to make Bill feel welcome at church.  He reached out, he started a relationship.
From our text today, did you have a sense that Jesus acted in a similar way as that Deacon in the story? But what is interesting is did you notice what John’s concerns were recounting the event from the well? Being a typical Jew, probably would have done a couple of things.  First, they would have covered or hid their faces to avoid any contact with the woman or any other stranger that would have come by. Secondly, a Jew would have probably just walked away not wanting to be around her. John makes it very clear that Jews wanted nothing to do with Samaritans. But that didn’t happen with Jesus. Now I must point out here, why Jews wanted nothing to do with Samaritans.  This stems from Old Testament history. Samaritans are people from Samaria, which we see here on Jesus’ journey.  But Samaria was the capital city of Israel.  Now I don’t mean Israel as in God’s chosen people, but instead the split between Israel and Judah, when God’s people became two separate nations.  Samaria was Israel’s capital, and Jerusalem was the capital of Judah.  Israel was the first to fall, conquered by Assyria.  And though they were carted off into captivity, the Bible recalls that they never returned.  They never repented of their sinful ways.
Judah, however, is carried off a couple hundred years later by Babylon.  During their time in captivity, the Jews, the people of Judah, repent of their wickedness and God sends Cyrus, King of Persia to free them from their bondage.  The Jews returned home to their lands. Now it is important to remember, that this wasn’t the only time that Jesus ever broke the norms for the sake of the gospel. Remember how he dined with tax collectors and prostitutes, sinners. And every time that he did this it did not sit well with the Pharisees. But do you think Jesus really cared? He was building relationships, and sharing the message of salvation. He didn’t let the Pharisees and the teachers of the law Like Nicodemus two weeks ago, let their superiority rule over him. 
Last weekend, three of us attended Man camp. And the weekend Theme was “Being a good Man vs a Godly Man.” There was a lot of time to ponder that statement. There were some good discussions that took place. I Wonder, how you would explain that statement. Was Jesus acting as a good man? Or was he acting as a Godly man? 
In our text today, John offers to problems for us to contemplate. First, is the statement from the woman at the well. “How is it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?”  We see this problem arise again when the disciples return. John makes it very clear that Jews wanted nothing to do with Samaritans. And when you combine that with the fact that Judah returned and Israel didn’t, the Jews turned their bitter feelings toward Samaritans into superiority.  They felt they alone were God’s people.   And they lorded it over the Samaritans.  Not much different from how the Pharisees treated other Jews, especially the “known sinners.”
I think what is important to think about here in today’s story is that Like the Deacon in that college town church, Jesus didn’t let the culture around him detract from his ministry.  He didn’t care what other men were concerned with. Jesus wasn’t going to let the opinions of men harm the soul of people. Jesus was reaching out to a woman who was hurting. Who needed some guidance. He reached out to a sinner to offer her the gospel. The message of salvation that she and her people needed to hear. I wander about you and me? Are we reaching out and sharing the gospel to people who need to hear it?
I remind you that as Christians, we sometimes allow our own interest or values to get in the way of attending church or delving into the bible for study. We tend to blur the lines on how many drinks count as too many. Or how many donuts for that matter. We concede that it is ok to miss church to put our own interests before God’s needs. We think its ok to say, “we will do that tomorrow.” I want to remind you that Jesus didn’t wait, he didn’t miss the moment. He was there at the well. He saw a need and he took care of it. He could have just passed on by and said that’s the way we Jews have always done it. He broke down the barrier. He saw an opportunity and used it to minister to a needy woman. 
We should be thankful that Christ didn’t allow superiority to block His ministry, because He’s God.  He’s infinitely better than we are as lowly sinners.  But He came to us anyway.  He gave us the message of forgiveness, love and salvation.  And He nailed it up on the cross.  He gave up His superiority to give us life. So, as we journey our way to the cross, I challenge you in the coming days to think about the woman at the well.  Think about that College student Bill. Its time to give up your superiority and focus on those relationships. Put all things aside and do the work that Christ has sent us to do. If we give up the importance of our own schedule, we’ll find the time to be in a real relationship with God in Word and prayer.  Remember, The Word of God is superior.  His law, His love, His gospel are the only real truth in our lives.  And if we humble ourselves, we’ll find that there are indeed a number of relationships available with people of all shapes, sizes, social standing and ethnicities, relationships like Bill and the deacon, like Jesus reaching out to the Samaritan woman, or like Jesus reaching out and saving us. A-Men
