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PURPOSE OF THE RED DEER WOMEN’S BASKETBALL ASSOCIATION

The purpose of the association is to provide the opportunity for both recreational and competitive basketball for women over the age of 18 in Central Alberta. The association is not operated on a for-profit motive; all Executive Committee members understand that they work on a volunteer basis only and do not expect to receive any remuneration from the Association.

REGISTRATION OFFICE

The registration office of the Association shall be as below or as directed by the Executive Committee of the Association from time to time:

Carissa Slade, President
403-596-5135
rdwbasketball@hotmail.com



ARTICLE 1--Definitions and Interpretations
The term "Association," herein used throughout shall mean the Red Deer Women’s Basketball Association.
A member in good standing is one who has fulfilled the requirements as hereinafter stated.
The Executive Committee shall consist of the President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer.
Team Representatives shall be any individual chosen by her team to represent them in league business.
The League Committee shall consist of the Executive Committee and the Team Representatives.
Unanimous approval shall be defined as a vote where 100% of those entitled to vote concur.
Majority approval shall be defined as a vote where more than 50% of those entitled to vote concur.

ARTICLE 2--Fiscal Year
The fiscal year of the Association shall begin on the first day of June and end the last day of May of the following year.
The Secretary and/or Treasurer shall have prepared annual Financial Statements, which shall be made available to each Team Representative and the Executive Committee at the league end-of-season meeting in April.
The books and records shall be open to inspection at any time by any Team Representative or member of the Executive Committee.

ARTICLE 3--Election of the Executive Committee
Each September, the Executive Committee shall organize a league start-up meeting. All teams known to have a desire to participate in the league shall be invited to send a Team Representative. 
Each April, the Executive Committee shall organize a league end-of-season meeting. All teams that participated in that season shall be invited to send a Team Representative. At this meeting, all Team Representatives and the previous year's Executive Committee members in attendance shall nominate and elect a new Executive Committee, if required.
The Secretary will record meeting minutes at all formal meetings. If the Secretary is not in attendance, another person will be appointed from those present.

ARTICLE 4--Memberships
The members of this Association shall be players and coaches of teams whose membership is in good standing.
Individuals wishing to become members may contact a member of the Executive Committee.
A member of the Executive Committee shall keep a record of those individuals wishing to join the Association.

ARTICLE 5 --Payment of Fees
The Executive Committee shall annually set fees for payment of the same. 
Any team indicating their intention to join the league shall pay a non-refundable deposit of $300 to hold their spot within two weeks of the start-up meeting. 
The fees are due before the third game.  If full payment is not received by the Sunday before the third game, the team forfeits the third game and future games until the entire fee has been received.  The team that forfeits the third game and future games will be held liable for any penalties occurred for that game as well as the outstanding fees.
The Treasurer will contact any teams that have not provided payment the week between the second and third game to re-inform the team captain of the Bylaws and the potential to forfeit future games.
The Treasurer will inform the Scheduler on the Sunday evening before the third game of any games that are being forfeited to allow for adequate time to contact gyms and refs to cancel the booking so no penalties are incurred. 
The President may suspend the membership of any team which fails to pay on time.
Any returning players that have outstanding fees need to pay all outstanding and current fees if they wish to continue playing in the league. 

ARTICLE 6--Duties of the Executive Committee
President
Preside at all league meetings and meetings of the Executive Committee
Shall be chief administrator of the league and as such shall:
Make day-to-day decisions for the Association.
Be an authorized signer for banking documents.
Check to see that other Officers are carrying out their responsibilities.
Make recommendations to the Executive Committee.
Be responsible for making sure that the insurance policy is in place for the league.
Shall establish the fee structure for the year.
Shall make up the schedule for the upcoming year, or appoint someone to do same.
Shall collect statistics and game scores, and ensure these results are shared with the Team Representatives and various media outlets in a timely manner; or appoint someone to do same.
Other duties as assigned.

Vice President
Shall preside at all meetings in the absence of the President.
Shall be responsible for all duties as assigned by the President.
Shall be an authorized signer for banking documents.

Secretary
Shall keep minutes at the meetings.
Shall be responsible for all team registrations.
Shall collect and make sure that all insurance information is submitted to the appropriate agents prior to the first game of the season.

Treasurer
Shall be responsible for the books and records of the Association.
Shall issue cheques on behalf of the Association. Said cheques shall require the signature of two members of the Executive Committee.
Shall be an authorized signer for banking documents.
Shall handle the correspondence of the Association as directed by the President.
Shall contact the team representatives to ensure all teams pay their fees on time and will contact the scheduler if any games need to be cancelled due to fees not being paid on time.
Shall be responsible for all other duties as assigned by the President.

Other Committee Members
Roles to be assigned or taken on as needed:
Schedule games.
Book gyms and referees.
Statistician--collect statistics and game scores and ensure these results are shared with the Team Representatives and various media outlets in a timely manner.
Advertising--design and distribute posters and ads for recruitment.
Website Management / Coordinator -- maintain and update the Association’s website.
Other.

ARTICLE 7--League Committee
The League Committee is made up of the Executive Committee and all Team Representatives. The League Committee is the governing body of the Association and shall:
Set the policy of the Association from year to year.
Approve the expenditure of monies as set out hereafter.
Shall rule on any protests, rule interpretations, and any day-to-day operations.
Ask for a vote on issues affecting the league, players, and/or any team. Such votes must previously be determined as to whether a majority or unanimous vote is needed.

ARTICLE 8--Removal of an Executive Committee Member
The President may recommend the removal of a member of the Executive Committee if she feels the member is not able or willing to fulfill her duties. The League Committee shall have the right to remove said member from office by majority vote. The President may then appoint another member to complete the term of the removed officer.

ARTICLE 9--Removal of the President
Any two members of the League Committee may request the removal of the President from office if they feel the President is not able or willing to fulfill her duties. The League Committee shall have the right to remove the President from office by majority vote. The Vice President shall then assume the responsibilities of the President. If the Vice President is unwilling or unable to do so, the League Committee shall appoint a new President.

ARTICLE 10--Protests
Any team wishing to file a protest regarding specific game incidents (i.e., scores, rosters, refereeing, ineligible players, player conduct, etc), must have their Team Representative file a written protest (via letter or e-mail), with any member of the Executive Committee within 48 hours of said game or incident.
The Executive Committee shall rule on the protest by a majority decision within one week of the date of the game. Any Executive Committee member associated with either of the teams in question will be excused from the protest decision.
If a team wishes to appeal the decision of the Executive Committee, they must have the written support of at least two other Team Representatives to request that their appeal be heard a second time.




ARTICLE 11--Eligibility of Players
All players agree to play at their own risk.  Basketball is a physical contact sport.  Each player accepts that there are certain risks inherent in playing the sport of basketball.  Red Deer Women’s Basketball League would request a player who is pregnant to seek medical opinion and advice as to her level of involvement in playing. Any player who is pregnant must make and rely on her own decision whether to play.
All women over the age of 18 shall be considered eligible to play in the league.
In the case of a woman under the age of 18 wishing to play, said player must apply in writing to the Executive Committee for permission, accompanied by a parental permission letter. The Executive Committee will render a decision within 48 hours of receiving the application.
Each team may register a maximum of 15 players and a minimum of eight. 
Team rosters must be submitted in writing by each Team Representative to the Executive Committee. An initial roster must be provided one week prior to the first scheduled game. A final roster must be provided no later than two weeks after the first scheduled game. Rosters MUST contain the name, phone number, date of birth, and email address for each player.
Any player playing for any other team in any other basketball league at any time during the season is not eligible to play in our league.
No player may be registered on more than one roster in our league at the same time.
To be eligible for the playoffs, a player must have played a minimum of 1/3 of the games with said team (example: 12 game schedule, must have played four games; 15 game schedule, must have played five games). If said player was unable to play the minimum number of games due to illness or injury, an appeal in writing must be made to the Executive Committee, who will render a decision within 48 hours based on majority approval.
Any requests to add or remove players after that team's final roster has already been submitted must be made in writing to the Executive Committee. The Executive Committee will render a decision based on majority approval within one week of the request being submitted. 
Any team found to be using ineligible players shall forfeit said game and be fined all gym and referee costs incurred by the league.  Said team will then have two (2) weeks from the date of the defaulted game to pay those costs to any member of the League Executive. If payment is not received by this deadline, said team will default all further scheduled games until payment is received.

ARTICLE 12--Rules
The league shall play games as laid out in the FIBA rule book. Teams will be notified of any variations to said rules. 
Games shall be officiated as laid down by the Central Alberta Basketball Officials Association (CABOA). Teams must be aware that officials have the right to eject players from the game as well as the gym as they see fit.
According to Rule 4.4 “Other Equipment” in the FIBA rule book, absolutely NO jewellery, metal or plastic, is allowed.  Taping or putting a Band-Aid over the piece of jewellery is not sufficient – a player has to remove it.
Rule 4.4.2 states:
Players shall not wear equipment (objects) that may cause injury to other players.
The following are not permitted:
Finger, hand, wrist, elbow or forearm guards, casts or braces made of leather, plastic, pliable (soft) plastic, metal, or any other hard substance, even if covered with soft padding.
Objects that could cut or cause abrasions (fingernails must be closely cut).
Headgear, hair accessories and jewellery.
If any player should strike a game official, they shall be suspended from the league for a period of no less than one year.
If a player should strike another player, they shall be suspended for no less than three games for the first offence, and no less than the remainder of the season for a second offence.
Any player ejected from a game due to technical or flagrant fouls shall be suspended from the next scheduled league game for the first offence, and no less than three games for a second offence.
Three technical fouls for one team in one game warrants a game default by said team.
Each team shall provide a leather indoor ball. The officials shall determine which ball is appropriate for use.
All teams must provide their own uniforms. Said uniforms should be reversible and must be numbered on the back (numbers on the front are optional).
At each game, each team must provide a minimum of one player or other person to help with scorekeeping and timekeeping.
If any team does not have at least five players present at the start of a game, they will be given ten minutes grace. If no further players show up, the two teams involved can agree to either:
Play the game anyway with less than a full roster, and agree that the score is binding.
Agree that the game is lost by default by the team that was unable to field a full roster; but then play the game anyway "just for fun."
Default the game and not play. In this case, the team that was unable to field at least five players is required to reimburse the league for any and all gym and referee costs incurred. Said team will then have two (2) weeks from the date of the defaulted game to pay those costs to any member of the League Executive. If payment is not received by this deadline, said team will default all further scheduled games until payment is received.
NOTE - If any grace period is used that game MUST still end on time. This may require run time being used to stay on schedule.
[bookmark: _GoBack]If it is known by a Team Representative prior to a scheduled game that her team will be unable to field at least five players, the Team Representative must inform the President as soon as it is known that they will be unable to play. Said team will lose the game by default, and their opponent will win by default. If said team has provided sufficient notice of the cancellation (prior to NOON on the Saturday before game day), then no gym or referee costs will be levied. If, however, the league is charged fees by the gym and/or referees due to insufficient notice, then a $75 game cancellation penalty will be passed onto the team who defaulted the game. Said team will then have two (2) weeks from the date of the defaulted game to pay those costs to any member of the League Executive. If payment is not received by that deadline, said team will default all further scheduled games until payment is received.
There are only two valid reasons to reschedule games: 
Games cancelled due to inclement weather and/or unsafe highway conditions. The President, in consultation with the executive, will determine whether or not the conditions warrant cancellation for this reason by 3pm of Game Day.
School-initiated cancellation of a previously-booked gym time.
In both cases, the President will make every effort to reschedule the affected games. If the games cannot be rescheduled (due to lack of gym space or other constraints beyond the league's control), that will be dealt with on a case-by-case basis. Any costs incurred due to game cancellations because of either 13a or 13b above will be paid by the league, not by the teams involved.
The winning team from the game must email the game scores and the top two scorers from each team to the league statistician. Scores must be submitted by NOON on the day following the game (usually Tuesday).
All teams are responsible for controlling their fans in and around the gym. Officials have the right to eject fans from the gym and/or call a technical foul against that fan's team at their discretion.
Each team is responsible for ensuring the following:
Absolutely no one brings liquor onto any school premises.
Teams and fans obey and respect the rules of each school.
Any player or team causing damage to a school or to school property shall be responsible to that school for any repairs from said damage.

ARTICLE 13--Manner of Making, Altering or Rescinding Bylaws
A Bylaw Committee shall be struck on an as needed basis to review the Association's bylaws. 
Any member of the League Committee may bring forward any additions, deletions or changes to the bylaws which will be voted on by the League Committee and carried out by the Bylaw Committee.  If no Bylaw Committee is currently active, the Executive Committee will appoint members to sit on the Bylaw Committee, based on majority approval.
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