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I n t r o d u c t I o n

Ever since the Serpent first tempted Eve in the garden by casting doubt on 
God’s word and his character as he had revealed himself  to her, mankind has 
always been engaged in the idolatrous pursuit of  fashioning a god after his 
own imagination, a god who conforms to his own preconceived ideas about 
what merits worship and trust. This spirit is alive and well today, and profess-
ing Christendom’s conceptions of  who God really is are legion. Talk of  God’s 
love as demanding that he never be so wrathful as to send people to hell, his 
justice as requiring that he give all rebellious sinners an equal opportunity for 
salvation, his sovereignty as necessarily being limited by man’s free choice, his 
salvation as an offer which must be ratified and completed by man in his unre-
generate nature is rampant. There is no cure for this, but to cast off  all our 
prior ideas of  who we think God should be, or what we think he should mean 
when he speaks of  his love, his grace, his justice, and his salvation, and to go 
to his word for all our answers. God is his own interpreter: and until we are 
willing to submit our human reason to his voice alone, we stand on the brink 
of  eternal ruin. I pray that the following scripture list will be a useful tool for 
that pursuit. Father, deliver us from our vain imagination, and reveal to us 
yourself  and your salvation, as we humbly seek to know you from your word, 
the Holy Scriptures!

u n c o n d I t I o n a l  E l E c t I o n

God is Sovereign

Exo 15:18  The LORD will reign forever and ever.” 

1Ch 29:11-12  Yours, O LORD, is the greatness and the power and the 
glory and the victory and the majesty, for all that is in the heavens and in 
the earth is yours. Yours is the kingdom, O LORD, and you are exalted 
as head above all. Both riches and honor come from you, and you rule 
over all. In your hand are power and might, and in your hand it is to 
make great and to give strength to all. 

2Ch 20:6  and said, “O LORD, God of  our fathers, are you not God in 
heaven? You rule over all the kingdoms of  the nations. In your hand are 
power and might, so that none is able to withstand you. 
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Psa 22:28  For kingship belongs to the LORD, and he rules over the na-
tions.

He exercises that sovereignty in actively ordaining everything

Deu 32:39  “’See now that I, even I, am he, and there is no god beside me; 
I kill and I make alive; I wound and I heal; and there is none that can 
deliver out of  my hand.  

1Sa 2:6-8  The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol and 
raises up. The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low and he 
exalts. He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash 
heap to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of  honor. For the 
pillars of  the earth are the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world.  

Job 9:12  Behold, he snatches away; who can turn him back? Who will say 
to him, ‘What are you doing?’  

Job 12:6-10  The tents of  robbers are at peace, and those who provoke 
God are secure, who bring their god in their hand. “But ask the beasts, 
and they will teach you; the birds of  the heavens, and they will tell you; 
or the bushes of  the earth, and they will teach you; and the fish of  the sea 
will declare to you. Who among all these does not know that the hand of  
the LORD has done this? In his hand is the life of  every living thing and 
the breath of  all mankind. 

Psa 33:11  The counsel of  the LORD stands forever, the plans of  his heart 
to all generations.  

Psa 115:3  Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.  

Psa 135:6  Whatever the LORD pleases, he does, in heaven and on earth, 
in the seas and all deeps. 

Isa 14:24  The LORD of  hosts has sworn: “As I have planned, so shall it 
be, and as I have purposed, so shall it stand,  

Isa 45:7  I form light and create darkness, I make well-being and create 
calamity, I am the LORD, who does all these things.  

Eph 1:11  In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes-
tined according to the purpose of  him who works all things according to 
the counsel of  his will, 
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Including matters of  “chance”

Pro 16:33  The lot is cast into the lap, but its every decision is from the LORD. 

1Ki 22:20  and the LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab, that he may go up 
and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’...1Ki 22:34  But a certain man drew his bow 
at random and struck the king of  Israel between the scale armor and the 
breastplate. Therefore he said to the driver of  his chariot, “Turn around 
and carry me out of  the battle, for I am wounded.” ...1Ki 22:37  So the 
king died, and was brought to Samaria. And they buried the king in 
Samaria.  

The wicked actions of  men

Gen 45:5  And now do not be distressed or angry with yourselves because 
you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve life.  

Gen 50:20  As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for 
good, to bring it about that many people should be kept alive, as they are 
today. 

Exo 4:21  And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, 
see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your 
power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.  

Jdg 14:1-4  Samson went down to Timnah, and at Timnah he saw one of  
the daughters of  the Philistines. Then he came up and told his father and 
mother, “I saw one of  the daughters of  the Philistines at Timnah. Now 
get her for me as my wife.” But his father and mother said to him, “Is 
there not a woman among the daughters of  your relatives, or among all 
our people, that you must go to take a wife from the uncircumcised Phi-
listines?” But Samson said to his father, “Get her for me, for she is right 
in my eyes.” His father and mother did not know that it was from the 
LORD, for he was seeking an opportunity against the Philistines. At that 
time the Philistines ruled over Israel. 

Psa 76:10  Surely the wrath of  man shall praise you; the remnant of  
wrath you will put on like a belt.  

Pro 16:4  The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the 
wicked for the day of  trouble. 

Pro 21:1  The king’s heart is a stream of  water in the hand of  the LORD; 
he turns it wherever he will.  
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Isa 44:28  who says of  Cyrus, ‘He is my shepherd, and he shall fulfill all 
my purpose’; saying of  Jerusalem, ‘She shall be built,’ and of  the temple, 
‘Your foundation shall be laid.’” 

Amo 3:6  Is a trumpet blown in a city, and the people are not afraid? Does 
disaster come to a city, unless the LORD has done it?  

Act 2:22-23  “Men of  Israel, hear these words: Jesus of  Nazareth, a man 
attested to you by God with mighty works and wonders and signs that 
God did through him in your midst, as you yourselves know— this Jesus, 
delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of  God, 
you crucified and killed by the hands of  lawless men.  

Act 4:27-28  for truly in this city there were gathered together against your 
holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, 
along with the Gentiles and the peoples of  Israel, to do whatever your 
hand and your plan had predestined to take place. 

The actions of  evil spirits

1Sa 16:14-16  Now the Spirit of  the LORD departed from Saul, and an 
evil spirit from the LORD tormented him. And Saul’s servants said to 
him, “Behold now, an evil spirit from God is tormenting you. Let our lord 
now command your servants who are before you to seek out a man who 
is skillful in playing the lyre, and when the evil spirit from God is upon 
you, he will play it, and you will be well.”

1Ki 22:19-23  And Micaiah said, “Therefore hear the word of  the LORD: I 
saw the LORD sitting on his throne, and all the host of  heaven standing 
beside him on his right hand and on his left; and the LORD said, ‘Who 
will entice Ahab, that he may go up and fall at Ramoth-gilead?’ And one 
said one thing, and another said another. Then a spirit came forward and 
stood before the LORD, saying, ‘I will entice him.’ And the LORD said 
to him, ‘By what means?’ And he said, ‘I will go out, and will be a lying 
spirit in the mouth of  all his prophets.’ And he said, ‘You are to entice 
him, and you shall succeed; go out and do so.’ Now therefore behold, the 
LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouth of  all these your prophets; the 
LORD has declared disaster for you.” 

1Ch 21:1  Then Satan stood against Israel and incited David to number 
Israel./2Sa 24:1  Again the anger of  the LORD was kindled against 
Israel, and he incited David against them, saying, “Go, number Israel 
and Judah.” 
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The good actions of  men

Joh 15:16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.  

Phi 2:12-13  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure.

The actions of  good angels

Psa 103:20-21  Bless the LORD, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do 
his word, obeying the voice of  his word! Bless the LORD, all his hosts, his 
ministers, who do his will!  

Psa 104:4  he makes his messengers winds, his ministers a flaming fire. 

The actions of  animals

Num 22:28  Then the LORD opened the mouth of  the donkey, and she 
said to Balaam, “What have I done to you, that you have struck me these 
three times?”  

1Ki 17:4  You shall drink from the brook, and I have commanded the 
ravens to feed you there.”  

Psa 29:9  The voice of  the LORD makes the deer give birth and strips the 
forests bare, and in his temple all cry, “Glory!” 

Jer 8:7  Even the stork in the heavens knows her times, and the turtledove, 
swallow, and crane keep the time of  their coming, but my people know 
not the rules of  the LORD.  

Eze 32:4  And I will cast you on the ground; on the open field I will fling 
you, and will cause all the birds of  the heavens to settle on you, and I will 
gorge the beasts of  the whole earth with you.  

Dan 6:22  My God sent his angel and shut the lions’ mouths, and they 
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have not harmed me, because I was found blameless before him; and also 
before you, O king, I have done no harm.” 

The operations of  all creation

Gen 8:22  While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and night, shall not cease.”  

Psa 104:5-10  He set the earth on its foundations, so that it should never be 
moved. You covered it with the deep as with a garment; the waters stood 
above the mountains. At your rebuke they fled; at the sound of  your 
thunder they took to flight. The mountains rose, the valleys sank down to 
the place that you appointed for them. You set a boundary that they may 
not pass, so that they might not again cover the earth. You make springs 
gush forth in the valleys; they flow between the hills; 

Psa 104:13-14  From your lofty abode you water the mountains; the earth 
is satisfied with the fruit of  your work. You cause the grass to grow for 
the livestock and plants for man to cultivate, that he may bring forth food 
from the earth 

Psa 104:19-20  He made the moon to mark the seasons; the sun knows its 
time for setting. You make darkness, and it is night, when all the beasts of  
the forest creep about.

Mar 4:39  And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, 
“Peace! Be still!” And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 

Man is not permitted to question his sovereign acts

Job 33:12-13  “Behold, in this you are not right. I will answer you, for God 
is greater than man. Why do you contend against him, saying, ‘He will 
answer none of  man’s words’? 

Isa 29:16  You turn things upside down! Shall the potter be regarded as 
the clay, that the thing made should say of  its maker, “He did not make 
me”; or the thing formed say of  him who formed it, “He has no under-
standing”? 

Isa 45:9-10  “Woe to him who strives with him who formed him, a pot 
among earthen pots! Does the clay say to him who forms it, ‘What are 
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you making?’ or ‘Your work has no handles’? Woe to him who says to a 
father, ‘What are you begetting?’ or to a woman, ‘With what are you in 
labor?’” 

Mat 20:1-16  “For the kingdom of  heaven is like a master of  a house who 
went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. After 
agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vine-
yard. And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in 
the marketplace, and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 
whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. Going out again about the 
sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. And about the eleventh 
hour he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why 
do you stand here idle all day?’ They said to him, ‘Because no one has 
hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ And when 
evening came, the owner of  the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the 
laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 
first.’ And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of  them 
received a denarius. Now when those hired first came, they thought they 
would receive more, but each of  them also received a denarius. And on 
receiving it they grumbled at the master of  the house, saying, ‘These last 
worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have 
borne the burden of  the day and the scorching heat.’ But he replied to 
one of  them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with 
me for a denarius? Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to 
this last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose 
with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ So the last 
will be first, and the first last.” 

Rom 9:19-24  You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For 
who can resist his will?” But who are you, O man, to answer back to 
God? Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me 
like this?” Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of  the same 
lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use? What 
if  God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of  wrath prepared for destruction, in 
order to make known the riches of  his glory for vessels of  mercy, which 
he has prepared beforehand for glory—even us whom he has called, not 
from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles? 
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God elects [i.e. chooses, predestines, foreordains ]

His angels

1Ti 5:21  In the presence of  God and of  Christ Jesus and of  the elect 
angels I charge you to keep these rules without prejudging, doing nothing 
from partiality. 

His peculiar people, Israel

Exo 6:7  I will take you to be my people, and I will be your God, and you 
shall know that I am the LORD your God, who has brought you out 
from under the burdens of  the Egyptians. 

Deu 7:6-8  “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The 
LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured posses-
sion, out of  all the peoples who are on the face of  the earth. It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD 
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of  all peoples, 
but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of  slavery, from the hand of  
Pharaoh king of  Egypt. 

Deu 10:14-15  Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the 
heaven of  heavens, the earth with all that is in it. Yet the LORD set his 
heart in love on your fathers and chose their offspring after them, you 
above all peoples, as you are this day.

Psa 33:12  Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people 
whom he has chosen as his heritage!

Isa 43:20-21  The wild beasts will honor me, the jackals and the ostriches, 
for I give water in the wilderness, rivers in the desert, to give drink to my 
chosen people, the people whom I formed for myself  that they might 
declare my praise.  

Individuals to salvation

Psa 65:4  Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your 
courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of  your house, the holiness 
of  your temple! 
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Mat 24:24  For false christs and false prophets will arise and perform great 
signs and wonders, so as to lead astray, if  possible, even the elect. 

Joh 6:37  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out. 

Joh 15:16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you. 

Act 13:48  And when the Gentiles heard this, they began rejoicing and 
glorifying the word of  the Lord, and as many as were appointed to eter-
nal life believed.  

Rom 8:28-30  And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For 
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image 
of  his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 
And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called 
he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified.

Rom 9:10-24  And not only so, but also when Rebecca had conceived 
children by one man, our forefather Isaac, though they were not yet 
born and had done nothing either good or bad—in order that God’s 
purpose of  election might continue, not because of  works but because 
of  his call—she was told, “The older will serve the younger.” As it is 
written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” What shall we say then? Is 
there injustice on God’s part? By no means! For he says to Moses, “I will 
have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom 
I have compassion.” So then it depends not on human will or exertion, 
but on God, who has mercy. For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this 
very purpose I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, 
and that my name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has 
mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. You will 
say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his will?” 
But who are you, O man, to answer back to God? Will what is molded 
say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” Has the potter no 
right over the clay, to make out of  the same lump one vessel for honored 
use and another for dishonorable use? What if  God, desiring to show his 
wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience 
vessels of  wrath prepared for destruction, in order to make known the 
riches of  his glory for vessels of  mercy, which he has prepared before-



13

NathaN P itchford

hand for glory—even us whom he has called, not from the Jews only but 
also from the Gentiles? 

Rom 11:5-7  So too at the present time there is a remnant, chosen by grace. 
But if  it is by grace, it is no longer on the basis of  works; otherwise grace 
would no longer be grace. What then? Israel failed to obtain what it was 
seeking. The elect obtained it, but the rest were hardened, 

Eph 1:3-6  Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly plac-
es, even as he chose us in him before the foundation of  the world, that we 
should be holy and blameless before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of  his will, to the 
praise of  his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the Beloved.

Eph 1:11-12  In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predes-
tined according to the purpose of  him who works all things according 
to the counsel of  his will, so that we who were the first to hope in Christ 
might be to the praise of  his glory. 

1Th 1:4  For we know, brothers loved by God, that he has chosen you, 

1Th 5:9  For God has not destined us for wrath, but to obtain salvation 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

2Th 2:13-14 But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, 
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief  in the truth. To this he 
called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of  our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

Individuals to condemnation

Exo 4:21  And the LORD said to Moses, “When you go back to Egypt, 
see that you do before Pharaoh all the miracles that I have put in your 
power. But I will harden his heart, so that he will not let the people go.  

Rom 9:13  As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.” 

Rom 9:17-18  For the Scripture says to Pharaoh, “For this very purpose 
I have raised you up, that I might show my power in you, and that my 
name might be proclaimed in all the earth.” So then he has mercy on 
whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills. 
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Rom 9:21-22  Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of  the same 
lump one vessel for honored use and another for dishonorable use? What 
if  God, desiring to show his wrath and to make known his power, has 
endured with much patience vessels of  wrath prepared for destruction,  

1Pe 2:8  and “A stone of  stumbling, and a rock of  offense.” They stumble 
because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  

His motivation in election

His own good pleasure

Eph 1:5  he predestined us for adoption through Jesus Christ, according to 
the purpose of  his will, 

2Ti 1:9  who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of  our 
works but because of  his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in 
Christ Jesus before the ages began,  

The display of  His glory

Isa 43:6-7  I will say to the north, Give up, and to the south, Do not with-
hold; bring my sons from afar and my daughters from the end of  the 
earth, everyone who is called by my name, whom I created for my glory, 
whom I formed and made.” 

Rom 9:22-24  What if  God, desiring to show his wrath and to make 
known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of  wrath pre-
pared for destruction, in order to make known the riches of  his glory for 
vessels of  mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory—even us 
whom he has called, not from the Jews only but also from the Gentiles?  

Eph 2:4-7  But God, being rich in mercy, because of  the great love with 
which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—and raised us 
up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
so that in the coming ages he might show the immeasurable riches of  his 
grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 

1Co 1:27-31  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; 
God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God chose 
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what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring 
to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in the 
presence of  God. He is the source of  your life in Christ Jesus, whom God 
made our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemp-
tion. Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the 
Lord.”

Pro 16:4  The LORD has made everything for its purpose, even the 
wicked for the day of  trouble. 

His special love

Deu 7:6-8  “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The 
LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured posses-
sion, out of  all the peoples who are on the face of  the earth. It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD 
set his love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of  all peoples, 
but it is because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he 
swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty 
hand and redeemed you from the house of  slavery, from the hand of  
Pharaoh king of  Egypt. 

2Th 2:13  But we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers 
beloved by the Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, 
through sanctification by the Spirit and belief  in the truth.  

His foreknowledge

Rom 8:29  For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be con-
formed to the image of  his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn 
among many brothers.  

1Pe 1:1-2  Peter, an apostle of  Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles 
of  the dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, ac-
cording to the foreknowledge of  God the Father, in the sanctification of  
the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you.  

Which means his relational love or causative purpose

Jer 1:5  “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations.”  
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Amo 3:2  “You only have I known of  all the families of  the earth; therefore 
I will punish you for all your iniquities. 

Mat 7:22-23  On that day many will say to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your name, and do many 
mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I never 
knew you; depart from me, you workers of  lawlessness.’ 

1Co 8:3  But if  anyone loves God, he is known by God.  

2Ti 2:19  But God’s firm foundation stands, bearing this seal: “The Lord 
knows those who are his,” and, “Let everyone who names the name of  
the Lord depart from iniquity.” 

1Pe 1:20  He was foreknown before the foundation of  the world but was 
made manifest in the last times for your sake,  

But not:

Any good [nobility, wisdom, power, choice, seeking] he foresees in anyone

Deu 7:7  It was not because you were more in number than any other 
people that the LORD set his love on you and chose you, for you were 
the fewest of  all peoples,  

Rom 9:11-13  though they were not yet born and had done nothing either 
good or bad—in order that God’s purpose of  election might continue, 
not because of  works but because of  his call—she was told, “The older 
will serve the younger.” As it is written, “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  

Rom 9:16  So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, 
who has mercy.  

Rom 10:20  Then Isaiah is so bold as to say, “I have been found by those 
who did not seek me; I have shown myself  to those who did not ask for 
me.”  

1Cor 1:27-29  But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the 
wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong; God 
chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are, so that no human being might boast in 
the presence of  God.  
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1Co 4:7  For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that 
you did not receive? If  then you received it, why do you boast as if  you 
did not receive it?  

2Ti 1:9  who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of  our 
works but because of  his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in 
Christ Jesus before the ages began,  

t o t a l  d E p r a v I t y

Man is constituted a sinner by his relationship with Adam

Psa 51:5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, and in sin did my mother 
conceive me.   

Psa 58:3  The wicked are estranged from the womb; they go astray from 
birth, speaking lies. 

Rom 5:18-19  Therefore, as one trespass led to condemnation for all men, 
so one act of  righteousness leads to justification and life for all men. For 
as by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 
one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.

He is therefore unable 

To do anything good

Gen 6:5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of  man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of  the thoughts of  his heart was only evil 
continually. 

Job 15:14-16  What is man, that he can be pure? Or he who is born of  a 
woman, that he can be righteous? Behold, God puts no trust in his holy 
ones, and the heavens are not pure in his sight; how much less one who is 
abominable and corrupt, a man who drinks injustice like water! 

Psa 130:3  If  you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, O Lord,  
who could stand? 
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Psa 143:2  Enter not into judgment with your servant, for no one  
living is righteous before you. 

Pro 20:9  Who can say, “I have made my heart pure; I am  
clean from my sin”? 

Ecc 7:20  Surely there is not a righteous man on earth who  
does good and never sins. 

Isa 64:6  We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righ-
teous deeds are like a polluted garment. We all fade like a leaf, and our 
iniquities, like the wind, take us away.  

Jer 13:23  Can the Ethiopian change his skin or the leopard his spots? 
Then also you can do good who are accustomed to do evil. 

Joh 3:19  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and 
people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds were evil. 

Rom 3:9-12  What then? Are we Jews any better off ? No, not at all. For we 
have already charged that all, both Jews and Greeks, are under sin, as it 
is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one 
seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worth-
less; no one does good, not even one.” 

Jam 3:8  but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full 
of  deadly poison. 

1Jo 1:8  If  we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.  

To believe in God (or come to him)

Joh 6:44  No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws 
him. And I will raise him up on the last day.  

Joh 6:65  And he said, “This is why I told you that no one can come to 
me unless it is granted him by the Father.”   

Joh 8:43-45  Why do you not understand what I say? It is because you 
cannot bear to hear my word. You are of  your father the devil, and your 
will is to do your father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, 
and has nothing to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he lies, he speaks out of  his own character, for he is a liar and the 
father of  lies. But because I tell the truth, you do not believe me. 
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Joh 10:26  but you do not believe because you are not part of  my flock.  

Joh 12:37-41  Though he had done so many signs before them, they still 
did not believe in him, so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to 
whom has the arm of  the Lord been revealed?” Therefore they could not 
believe. For again Isaiah said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened 
their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, 
and turn, and I would heal them.” Isaiah said these things because he 
saw his glory and spoke of  him. 

To understand the truth

Joh 14:17  even the Spirit of  truth, whom the world cannot receive, be-
cause it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells 
with you and will be in you. 

1Co 2:14  The natural person does not accept the things of  the Spirit of  
God, for they are folly to him, and he is not able to understand them 
because they are spiritually discerned.  

To seek God

Rom 3:10-11  as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one un-
derstands; no one seeks for God.  

He is dead in sins

Gen 2:16-17  And the LORD God commanded the man, saying, “You 
may surely eat of  every tree of  the garden, but of  the tree of  the knowl-
edge of  good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of  it 
you shall surely die.” 

Joh 3:5-7  Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of  
water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of  God. That which is 
born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of  the Spirit is spirit. Do 
not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 

Eph 2:1-3  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked, following the course of  this world, following the prince of  
the power of  the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of  dis-
obedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of  our flesh, 
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carrying out the desires of  the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of  wrath, like the rest of  mankind.  

Col 2:13  And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircumci-
sion of  your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven us 
all our trespasses, 

He is blinded and corrupt in his heart

Gen 6:5  The LORD saw that the wickedness of  man was great in the 
earth, and that every intention of  the thoughts of  his heart was only evil 
continually. 

Gen 8:21  And when the LORD smelled the pleasing aroma, the LORD 
said in his heart, “I will never again curse the ground because of  man, 
for the intention of  man’s heart is evil from his youth. Neither will I ever 
again strike down every living creature as I have done. 

Ecc 9:3  This is an evil in all that is done under the sun, that the same 
event happens to all. Also, the hearts of  the children of  man are full of  
evil, and madness is in their hearts while they live, and after that they go 
to the dead.  

Jer 17:9  The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick; who 
can understand it? 

Mar 7:21-23  For from within, out of  the heart of  man, come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 

Joh 3:19-21  And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, 
and people loved the darkness rather than the light because their deeds 
were evil. For everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does 
not come to the light, lest his deeds should be exposed. But whoever does 
what is true comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his 
deeds have been carried out in [by] God.”

Rom 8:7-8  For the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile to God, for it 
does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it cannot. Those who are in the 
flesh cannot please God.  
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Eph 4:17-19  Now this I say and testify in the Lord, that you must no 
longer walk as the Gentiles do, in the futility of  their minds. They are 
darkened in their understanding, alienated from the life of  God because 
of  the ignorance that is in them, due to their hardness of  heart. They 
have become callous and have given themselves up to sensuality, greedy 
to practice every kind of  impurity. 

Eph 5:8  for at one time you were darkness, but now you are light in the 
Lord. Walk as children of  light 

He is captive to sin and Satan

Joh 8:34  Jesus answered them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who 
commits sin is a slave to sin. 

Joh 8:44  You are of  your father the devil, and your will is to do your 
father’s desires. He was a murderer from the beginning, and has nothing 
to do with the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he lies, he 
speaks out of  his own character, for he is a liar and the father of  lies.   

Rom 6:20  When you were slaves of  sin, you were free in regard  
to righteousness.   

2Ti 2:25-26  correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps grant 
them repentance leading to a knowledge of  the truth, and they may escape 
from the snare of  the devil, after being captured by him to do his will.  

Tit 3:3  For we ourselves were once foolish, disobedient, led astray, slaves 
to various passions and pleasures, passing our days in malice and envy, 
hated by others and hating one another. 

1Jo 5:19  We know that we are from God, and the whole world lies in the 
power of  the evil one.   

He performs actions freely according to his nature, but his nature is 
wholly evil

Job 14:4  Who can bring a clean thing out of  an unclean? There is not one. 
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Mat 7:16-18  You will recognize them by their fruits. Are grapes gathered 
from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? So, every healthy tree bears good 
fruit, but the diseased tree bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot bear bad 
fruit, nor can a diseased tree bear good fruit.

Mat 12:33  “Either make the tree good and its fruit good, or make the tree 
bad and its fruit bad, for the tree is known by its fruit.  

Mar 7:21-23  For from within, out of  the heart of  man, come evil thoughts, 
sexual immorality, theft, murder, adultery, coveting, wickedness, deceit, 
sensuality, envy, slander, pride, foolishness. All these evil things come from 
within, and they defile a person.” 

Jam 1:13-14  Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by 
God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself  tempts no 
one. But each person is tempted when he is lured and enticed by his own 
desire. 

l I m I t E d  a t o n E m E n t

God purposed to redeem a certain people and not others

1Ch 17:20-21  There is none like you, O LORD, and there is no God 
besides you, according to all that we have heard with our ears. And 
who is like your people Israel, the one nation on earth whom God went 
to redeem to be his people, making for yourself  a name for great and 
awesome things, in driving out nations before your people whom you 
redeemed from Egypt? 

Mat 22:14  For many are called, but few are chosen.”  

1Pe 2:8-9  and “A stone of  stumbling, and a rock of  offense.” They stum-
ble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you 
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 
possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of  him who called you 
out of  darkness into his marvelous light. 

[see “God elects individuals to salvation”/God elects individuals to condemnation”]
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It is for these in particular that Christ gave his life

Isa 53:10-11  Yet it was the will of  the LORD to crush him; he has put him 
to grief; when his soul makes an offering for sin, he shall see his offspring; 
he shall prolong his days; the will of  the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 
Out of  the anguish of  his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowl-
edge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted 
righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities.

Mat 1:21  She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, for he will 
save his people from their sins.” 

Joh 6:35-40  Jesus said to them, “I am the bread of  life; whoever comes to 
me shall not hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never thirst. But 
I said to you that you have seen me and yet do not believe. All that the 
Father gives me will come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never 
cast out. For I have come down from heaven, not to do my own will but 
the will of  him who sent me. And this is the will of  him who sent me, that 
I should lose nothing of  all that he has given me, but raise it up on the 
last day. For this is the will of  my Father, that everyone who looks on the 
Son and believes in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up 
on the last day.” 

Joh 10:3-4  To him the gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice, 
and he calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. When he has 
brought out all his own, he goes before them, and the sheep follow him, 
for they know his voice....Joh 10:11  I am the good shepherd. The good 
shepherd lays down his life for the sheep....Joh 10:14-15  I am the good 
shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 

Act 20:28  Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which 
the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of  God, 
which he obtained with his own blood. 

Eph 5:25  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave 
himself  up for her,  [we are commanded to love our wives in the same 
way that Christ loved the church and gave himself  for it; therefore, if  
Christ loved and gave himself  for all people in the same way, we are com-
manded to love all women in the same way that we love our wives]

Heb 2:17  Therefore he had to be made like his brothers in every respect, 
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so that he might become a merciful and faithful high priest in the service 
of  God, to make propitiation for the sins of  the people. 

Heb 9:15  Therefore he is the mediator of  a new covenant, so that those 
who are called may receive the promised eternal inheritance, since a 
death has occurred that redeems them from the transgressions committed 
under the first covenant.  

It is for these in particular that Christ intercedes

Joh 17:1-2  When Jesus had spoken these words, he lifted up his eyes to 
heaven, and said, “Father, the hour has come; glorify your Son that the 
Son may glorify you, since you have given him authority over all flesh, to 
give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 

Joh 17:6-12  “I have manifested your name to the people whom you gave 
me out of  the world. Yours they were, and you gave them to me, and 
they have kept your word. Now they know that everything that you have 
given me is from you. For I have given them the words that you gave 
me, and they have received them and have come to know in truth that I 
came from you; and they have believed that you sent me. I am praying 
for them. I am not praying for the world but for those whom you have 
given me, for they are yours. All mine are yours, and yours are mine, and 
I am glorified in them. And I am no longer in the world, but they are in 
the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, keep them in your name, 
which you have given me, that they may be one, even as we are one. 
While I was with them, I kept them in your name, which you have given 
me. I have guarded them, and not one of  them has been lost except the 
son of  destruction, that the Scripture might be fulfilled. 

Joh 17:20-21  “I do not ask for these only, but also for those who will 
believe in me through their word, that they may all be one, just as you, 
Father, are in me, and I in you, that they also may be in us, so that the 
world may believe that you have sent me.  

Joh 17:24-26  Father, I desire that they also, whom you have given me, may 
be with me where I am, to see my glory that you have given me because 
you loved me before the foundation of  the world. O righteous Father, 
even though the world does not know you, I know you, and these know 
that you have sent me. I made known to them your name, and I will con-
tinue to make it known, that the love with which you have loved me may 
be in them, and I in them.”  
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Rom 8:34  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more 
than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of  God, who indeed 
is interceding for us. 

The people for whom Christ intercedes are the same as the people 
for whom he offered himself  up as a sacrifice 

Heb 7:24-27  but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he contin-
ues forever. Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who 
draw near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession 
for them. For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, 
holy, innocent, unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. He has no need, like those high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, 
first for his own sins and then for those of  the people, since he did this 
once for all when he offered up himself. 

Heb 9:12  he entered once for all into the holy places, not by means of  the 
blood of  goats and calves but by means of  his own blood, thus securing 
an eternal redemption.  [note context, in which entering into the holy 
place is explicitly for the purpose of  intercession] 

Heb 9:24-28  For Christ has entered, not into holy places made with hands, 
which are copies of  the true things, but into heaven itself, now to appear 
in the presence of  God on our behalf. Nor was it to offer himself  repeat-
edly, as the high priest enters the holy places every year with blood not his 
own, for then he would have had to suffer repeatedly since the foundation 
of  the world. But as it is, he has appeared once for all at the end of  the 
ages to put away sin by the sacrifice of  himself. And just as it is appointed 
for man to die once, and after that comes judgment, so Christ, having 
been offered once to bear the sins of  many, will appear a second time, not 
to deal with sin but to save those who are eagerly waiting for him.  

[For a fuller understanding of  the indissoluble connection between Jesus’ sacrifice and inter-
cession, read Hebrews chapters 7-10]

The atonement of Christ is effective 

To justify 

Isa 53:11  Out of  the anguish of  his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by 
his knowledge shall the righteous one, my servant, make many to be ac-
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counted righteous, and he shall bear their iniquities. [the single effective cause 
of  justification in view here is the bearing of  iniquities; all whose iniquities Christ bore 
must be justified]

Rom 8:34  Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more 
than that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of  God, who indeed 
is interceding for us. [the argument here is that the fact of  Christ’s death, resurrec-
tion, and intercession is in itself  an incontrovertibly effective reason for non-condemna-
tion; if  this verse is true, then no one for whom Christ died and was raised to intercede 
may be condemned]

To redeem and cleanse from sins

Eph 5:25-27  Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and 
gave himself  up for her, that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by 
the washing of  water with the word, so that he might present the church 
to himself  in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she 
might be holy and without blemish.  

Tit 2:14  who gave himself  for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and 
to purify for himself  a people for his own possession who are zealous for 
good works.  

To propitiate the Father

1Jo 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of  the whole world. [“propitiation” means “the turning away or 
appeasement of  wrath”; therefore, by definition, the Father has no more wrath against 
those whose sins have been propitiated]

1Jo 4:10  In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us 
and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 

To raise to new life

2Co 5:14-15  For the love of  Christ controls us, because we have concluded 
this: that one has died for all, therefore all have died; and he died for all, 
that those who live might no longer live for themselves but for him who 
for their sake died and was raised. [the argument is a simple “if/then” proposi-
tion: “if ” Christ died for someone, “then,” with no other conditions, that person died 
with him and was raised again]

1Pe 3:18  For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the un-
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righteous, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh 
but made alive in the spirit, 

[See also, “Jesus’ death purchased for his people a new heart; – faith; – repentance”. 
Jesus died in order to establish the New Covenant (Mt. 26:26-29, etc.); the New 
Covenant promised faith, repentance and knowledge of  God (Jer. 31:33-34, Ez. 
36:26-27, etc.); therefore, Jesus died in order to provide faith, repentance, and knowl-
edge of  God, as the fulfillment of  a unilateral promise. This means that his death had 
a definite purpose which was intended for some and not others. His death effectively 
purchased faith; not all have faith; and so his death had an effective intent that was 
limited to certain persons.]

Those whom God purposed to redeem include all who believe

Joh 3:16  “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that 
whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal life.  

From every nation

Rev 5:9  And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the 
scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you 
ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and 
nation, 

From every class

Gal 3:28  There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, 
there is neither male nor female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus.  

1Ti 2:1-6  First of  all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, 
and thanksgivings be made for all people, for kings and all who are in 
high positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dig-
nified in every way. This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of  God our 
Savior, who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of  the truth. For there is one God, and there is one mediator between 
God and men, the man Christ Jesus, who gave himself  as a ransom for 
all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. [the first “all people” is 
explicitly tied to all classes of  people, which gives warrant for understanding the second 

“all people” in the same way]
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Therefore, Christ’s saving work is commonly spoken of in terms of “all,” 
“world,” etc.

Joh 1:29  The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Be-
hold, the Lamb of  God, who takes away the sin of  the world! 

Tit 2:11-14  For the grace of  God has appeared, bringing salvation for all 
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to 
live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age, waiting for 
our blessed hope, the appearing of  the glory of  our great God and Savior 
Jesus Christ, who gave himself  for us to redeem us from all lawlessness 
and to purify for himself  a people for his own possession who are zealous 
for good works. [in the context of  “all men” is the delimiting concept of  his own 
people, zealous of  good works]

Heb 2:9-10  But we see him who for a little while was made lower than 
the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of  the 
suffering of  death, so that by the grace of  God he might taste death for 
everyone. For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things 
exist, in bringing many sons to glory, should make the founder of  their 
salvation perfect through suffering. [notice that the many sons whom Christ 
brings to glory gives a contextual delimiter to the term “everyone”]

2Pe 3:9  The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance. [note that this desire is explicitly limited to “you” (Peter 
was writing to fellow-believers) in the context]

1Jo 2:2  He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only but also 
for the sins of  the whole world. [propitiation means “appeasement of  wrath”; ei-
ther Jesus appeases God’s wrath against all, and therefore hell (which is the place where 
God’s wrath resides) is non-existent; or the “whole world” means something different 
than “every individual who ever lived”. See John 11:51-52, and “The word ‘world’ is 
often used in the sense of  ‘many,’ or ‘all of  a set’”]

The word “all” is often used to indicate all of  a set, or even many 
representatives of  a set

Mat 10:22  and you will be hated by all for my name’s sake. But the one 
who endures to the end will be saved.  

1Co 6:12  “All things are lawful for me,” but not all things are helpful. “All 
things are lawful for me,” but I will not be enslaved by anything.  
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1Co 15:22  For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Mat 2:3  When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and  
all Jerusalem with him; 

Joh 4:29  “Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can  
this be the Christ?”  

Act 10:39  And we are witnesses of  all that he did both in the country of  the 
Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree, 

Act 17:21  Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would 
spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 

Act 21:28  crying out, “Men of  Israel, help! This is the man who is teach-
ing everyone everywhere against the people and the law and this place. 
Moreover, he even brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this 
holy place.” 

Act 26:4  “My manner of  life from my youth, spent from the beginning 
among my own nation and in Jerusalem, is known by all the Jews.  

Or, to indicate all “classes” or “nations,” not all individuals

Mat 5:11  “Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and 
utter all kinds of  [“kinds of ” is not in the Greek] evil against you falsely on my 
account. 

Act 2:17  “’And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will  
pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters  
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old  
men shall dream dreams;  

Act 10:12  In it were all kinds of  [“kinds of ” is not in the Greek] animals and 
reptiles and birds of  the air. 

The word “world” is often used in the sense of “many,” or “all of a set”

Luk 2:1-2  In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that 
all the world should be registered. This was the first registration when 
Quirinius was governor of  Syria.

Joh 6:33  For the bread of  God is he who comes down from heaven and 
gives life to the world.”  
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Joh 12:19  So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are 
gaining nothing. Look, the world has gone after him.” 

Act 19:27  And there is danger not only that this trade of  ours may come 
into disrepute but also that the temple of  the great goddess Artemis may 
be counted as nothing, and that she may even be deposed from her mag-
nificence, she whom all Asia and the world worship.” 

Rom 1:8  First, I thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of  you, be-
cause your faith is proclaimed in all the world.  

Additional reasons that the atonement of Christ is not for all  
the sins of all people

God punishes people in hell, which would be unjust if  their sins 
were atoned for

Mar 9:43  And if  your hand causes you to sin, cut it off. It is better for you 
to enter life crippled than with two hands to go to hell, to the unquench-
able fire.

If  one were to say, “their sins are atoned for, but that atonement is 
not applied because of  unbelief,” he fails to realize that unbelief  is 
likewise a sin

Heb 3:12  Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of  you an evil, unbeliev-
ing heart, leading you to fall away from the living God. 

[“The Father imposed His wrath due unto, and the Son underwent 
punishment for either:

1) All the sins of  all men;

2) All the sins of  some men; or

3) Some of  the sins of  all men.

In which case it may be said:

1) If  the last be true all men have some sins to answer for, and so none are 
saved;
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2) That if  the second be true, then Christ, in their stead suffered for all 
the sins of  the elect in the whole world, and this is the truth;

3) But if  the first is the case, why are not all men free from the punish-
ment due unto their sins? You answer, Because of  unbelief. I ask, Is this 
unbelief  a sin, or is it not? If  it be, then Christ suffered the punishment 
due unto it, or He did not. If  He did, why must that hinder them more 
than their other sins for which He died? If  He did not, He did not die for 
all their sins!” – John Owen, The Death of  Death in the Death of  Christ]

God bears eternal wrath against people, which by definition means 
that his wrath against them has not been propitiated [appeased]

1Th 2:16  by hindering us from speaking to the Gentiles that they might be 
saved—so as always to fill up the measure of  their sins. But God’s wrath 
has come upon them at last! 

2Th 1:6-9  since indeed God considers it just to repay with affliction those 
who afflict you, and to grant relief  to you who are afflicted as well as to 
us, when the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with his mighty angels in 
flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on 
those who do not obey the gospel of  our Lord Jesus. They will suffer the 
punishment of  eternal destruction, away from the presence of  the Lord 
and from the glory of  his might, 

Intentions of Christ’s death other than atonement

To make a public display of  demons

Col 2:13-15  And you, who were dead in your trespasses and the uncircum-
cision of  your flesh, God made alive together with him, having forgiven 
us all our trespasses, by canceling the record of  debt that stood against 
us with its legal demands. This he set aside, nailing it to the cross. He 
disarmed the rulers and authorities and put them to open shame, by 
triumphing over them in him. 

To rule over everyone

Rom 14:9  For to this end Christ died and lived again, that he might be 
Lord both of  the dead and of  the living. 
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To redeem creation

Isa 35:1-4  The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall 
rejoice and blossom like the crocus; it shall blossom abundantly and re-
joice with joy and singing. The glory of  Lebanon shall be given to it, the 
majesty of  Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the glory of  the LORD, 
the majesty of  our God. Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm the 
feeble knees. Say to those who have an anxious heart, “Be strong; fear 
not! Behold, your God will come with vengeance, with the recompense 
of  God. He will come and save you.” 

Rom 8:20-23  For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but be-
cause of  him who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself  will be set 
free from its bondage to decay and obtain the freedom of  the glory of  the 
children of  God. For we know that the whole creation has been groaning 
together in the pains of  childbirth until now. And not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of  the Spirit, groan inwardly as 
we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of  our bodies. 

To lay the foundation for a genuine gospel call

Joh 6:39-40  And this is the will of  him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of  all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this 
is the will of  my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes 
in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

Joh 7:37-38  On the last day of  the feast, the great day, Jesus stood up and 
cried out, “If  anyone thirsts, let him come to me and drink. Whoever 
believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of  his heart will flow rivers 
of  living water.’”  

To provide temporal mercies for the non-elect

Mat 5:45  so that you may be sons of  your Father who is in heaven. For he 
makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just 
and on the unjust. 

1Ti 4:10  For to this end we toil and strive, because we have our hope set 
on the living God, who is the Savior of  all people, especially of  those who 
believe. 
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I r r E s I s t I b l E  G r a c E

Faith and Repentance (as well as the new heart which is able to produce 
them) are themselves gifts of God

A new heart

Deu 30:6  And the LORD your God will circumcise your heart and the 
heart of  your offspring, so that you will love the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul, that you may live.  

Eze 11:19-20  And I will give them one heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within them. I will remove the heart of  stone from their flesh and give 
them a heart of  flesh, that they may walk in my statutes and keep my 
rules and obey them. And they shall be my people, and I will be their 
God. 

Eze 36:26-27  And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put 
within you. And I will remove the heart of  stone from your flesh and give 
you a heart of  flesh. And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to 
walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

Faith

Joh 3:27  John answered, “A person cannot receive even one thing unless it 
is given him from heaven.  

Phi 1:29  For it has been granted to you that for the sake of  Christ you 
should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 

2Pe 1:1  Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle of  Jesus Christ, To those who 
have obtained a faith of  equal standing with ours by the righteousness of  
our God and Savior Jesus Christ:  

Act 16:14  One who heard us was a woman named Lydia, from the city 
of  Thyatira, a seller of  purple goods, who was a worshiper of  God. The 
Lord opened her heart to pay attention to what was said by Paul. 

Act 18:27  And when he wished to cross to Achaia, the brothers encour-
aged him and wrote to the disciples to welcome him. When he arrived, 
he greatly helped those who through grace had believed,  

Eph 2:8-10  For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is 
not your own doing; it is the gift of  God, not a result of  works, so that 
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no one may boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for 
good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.

Repentance

Act 5:31  God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior, to give 
repentance to Israel and forgiveness of  sins.  

Act 11:18  When they heard these things they fell silent. And they glorified 
God, saying, “Then to the Gentiles also God has granted repentance that 
leads to life.” 

2Ti 2:25-26  correcting his opponents with gentleness. God may perhaps 
grant them repentance leading to a knowledge of  the truth, and they  
may escape from the snare of  the devil, after being captured by him  
to do his will.  

1Co 4:7  For who sees anything different in you? What do you have that 
you did not receive? If  then you received it, why do you boast as if  you 
did not receive it?  

The Father writes his own word upon (places the fear of himself in, etc.) 
his people’s hearts

Jer 31:33  But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of  Israel 
after those days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and 
I will write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be 
my people. 

Jer 32:40  I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not 
turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of  me in 
their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 

Mat 16:15-17  He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon 
Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of  the living God.” And Jesus 
answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood 
has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven.

Luk 10:21  In that same hour he rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, “I 
thank you, Father, Lord of  heaven and earth, that you have hidden these 
things from the wise and understanding and revealed them to little chil-
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dren; yes, Father, for such was your gracious will.  

Joh 6:45  It is written in the Prophets, ‘And they will all be taught by God.’ 
Everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to me—  

2Co 4:6  For God, who said, “Let light shine out of  darkness,” has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of  the knowledge of  the glory of  God in the 
face of  Jesus Christ.  

The beginning of salvation is the sovereign impartation of spiritual life 
into a heart which had been dead, thereby causing it to exercise faith

1Jo 5:1  Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of  
God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of  
him. 

Eze 37:3-6, 11-14  Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say 
to them, O dry bones, hear the word of  the LORD. Thus says the Lord 
GOD to these bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you 
shall live. And I will lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come 
upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall 
live, and you shall know that I am the LORD.”...Then he said to me, 

“Son of  man, these bones are the whole house of  Israel. Behold, they say, 
‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are clean cut off.’ There-
fore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I will 
open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my people. And I 
will bring you into the land of  Israel. And you shall know that I am the 
LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O my 
people. And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 
place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I 
have spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.”  

Joh 1:11-13  He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. 
But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the 
right to become children of  God, who were born, not of  blood nor of  
the will of  the flesh nor of  the will of  man, but of  God.  

Joh 3:3-8  Jesus answered him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is 
born again he cannot see the kingdom of  God.” Nicodemus said to him, 

“How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time 
into his mother’s womb and be born?” Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say 
to you, unless one is born of  water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
kingdom of  God. That which is born of  the flesh is flesh, and that which 
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is born of  the Spirit is spirit. Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must 
be born again.’ The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, 
but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with 
everyone who is born of  the Spirit.” 

Joh 5:21  For as the Father raises the dead and gives them life, so also the 
Son gives life to whom he will. 

Eph 2:1-5  And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you 
once walked, following the course of  this world, following the prince of  
the power of  the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of  dis-
obedience—among whom we all once lived in the passions of  our flesh, 
carrying out the desires of  the body and the mind, and were by nature 
children of  wrath, like the rest of  mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, 
because of  the great love with which he loved us, even when we were 
dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you 
have been saved—

Jam 1:18  Of  his own will he brought us forth by the word of  truth, that 
we should be a kind of  firstfruits of  his creatures.  

1Pe 1:3  Blessed be the God and Father of  our Lord Jesus Christ! Accord-
ing to his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope 
through the resurrection of  Jesus Christ from the dead, 

1Jo 2:29  If  you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone 
who practices righteousness has been born of  him.  

True offers of grace in the outward gospel call may be resisted by men 
who do not have this new heart

Act 17:32-33  Now when they heard of  the resurrection of  the dead, some 
mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again about this.” So Paul 
went out from their midst.

In fact, true offers of grace will always be resisted by such men

Joh 10:24-26  So the Jews gathered around him and said to him, “How 
long will you keep us in suspense? If  you are the Christ, tell us plainly.” 
Jesus answered them, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that 
I do in my Father’s name bear witness about me, but you do not believe 
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because you are not part of  my flock.

Joh 12:37-40  Though he had done so many signs before them, they still 
did not believe in him, so that the word spoken by the prophet Isaiah 
might be fulfilled: “Lord, who has believed what he heard from us, and to 
whom has the arm of  the Lord been revealed?” Therefore they could not 
believe. For again Isaiah said, “He has blinded their eyes and hardened 
their heart, lest they see with their eyes, and understand with their heart, 
and turn, and I would heal them.” 

But there are some whom God causes to come to him

Psa 65:4  Blessed is the one you choose and bring near, to dwell in your 
courts! We shall be satisfied with the goodness of  your house, the holiness 
of  your temple! 

Psa 110:3  Your people will offer themselves freely on the day of  your 
power, in holy garments; from the womb of  the morning, the dew of  
your youth will be yours. 

Joh 6:37-40  All that the Father gives me will come to me, and whoever 
comes to me I will never cast out. For I have come down from heaven, 
not to do my own will but the will of  him who sent me. And this is the 
will of  him who sent me, that I should lose nothing of  all that he has 
given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this is the will of  my Father, 
that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him should have 
eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.” 

Rom 9:15  For he says to Moses, “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, 
and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.”  

p E r s E v E r a n c E  o f  t h E  s a I n t s

What God begins, he finishes

Psa 138:8  The LORD will fulfill his purpose for me; your steadfast love, 
O LORD, endures forever. Do not forsake the work of  your hands.  

Ecc 3:14  I perceived that whatever God does endures forever; nothing 
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can be added to it, nor anything taken from it. God has done it, so that 
people fear before him. 

Isa 46:4  even to your old age I am he, and to gray hairs I will carry you. I 
have made, and I will bear; I will carry and will save. 

Jer 32:40  I will make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not 
turn away from doing good to them. And I will put the fear of  me in 
their hearts, that they may not turn from me. 

Rom 11:29  For the gifts and the calling of  God are irrevocable. 

Phi 1:6  And I am sure of  this, that he who began a good work in you will 
bring it to completion at the day of  Jesus Christ. 

2Ti 4:18  The Lord will rescue me from every evil deed and bring me safely 
into his heavenly kingdom. To him be the glory forever and ever. Amen.  

Of  all whom he has called and brought to Christ, none will be lost

Joh 6:39-40  And this is the will of  him who sent me, that I should lose 
nothing of  all that he has given me, but raise it up on the last day. For this 
is the will of  my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes 
in him should have eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day.”

Joh 10:27-29  My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me. 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch 
them out of  my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than 
all, and no one is able to snatch them out of  the Father’s hand.

Rom 8:28-31  And we know that for those who love God all things work 
together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. For 
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the 
image of  his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many 
brothers. And those whom he predestined he also called, and those 
whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also 
glorified. What then shall we say to these things? If  God is for us, who 
can be against us? 

Rom 8:35-39  Who shall separate us from the love of  Christ? Shall tribula-
tion, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day 
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long; we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” No, in all these things 
we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. For I am sure 
that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor 
things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all 
creation, will be able to separate us from the love of  God in Christ Jesus 
our Lord. 

Heb 7:25  Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw 
near to God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for 
them.  

Heb 10:14  For by a single offering he has perfected for all time those who 
are being sanctified.  

God’s preservation of the saints is not irrespective of their continuance in 
the faith

1Co 6:9-10  Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the 
kingdom of  God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor 
thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of  God.

Gal 5:19-21  Now the works of  the flesh are evident: sexual immorality, 
impurity, sensuality, idolatry, sorcery, enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of  anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, envy, drunkenness, orgies, and things like 
these. I warn you, as I warned you before, that those who do such things 
will not inherit the kingdom of  God. 

Eph 5:5  For you may be sure of  this, that everyone who is sexually im-
moral or impure, or who is covetous (that is, an idolater), has no inheri-
tance in the kingdom of  Christ and God. 

Heb 3:14  For we share in Christ, if  indeed we hold our original confi-
dence firm to the end. 

Heb 6:4-6  For it is impossible to restore again to repentance those who 
have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, and have 
shared in the Holy Spirit, and have tasted the goodness of  the word of  
God and the powers of  the age to come, if  they then fall away, since they 
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are crucifying once again the Son of  God to their own harm and holding 
him up to contempt. 

Heb 10:26-27  For if  we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the 
knowledge of  the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, but a 
fearful expectation of  judgment, and a fury of  fire that will consume the 
adversaries.

Heb 12:14  Strive for peace with everyone, and for the holiness without 
which no one will see the Lord. 

Rev 21:7-8  The one who conquers will have this heritage, and I will be his 
God and he will be my son. But as for the cowardly, the faithless, the de-
testable, as for murderers, the sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and 
all liars, their portion will be in the lake that burns with fire and sulfur, 
which is the second death.” 

Rev 22:14-15  Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may 
have the right to the tree of  life and that they may enter the city by the 
gates. Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and the sexually immoral and 
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices falsehood.

However, it is God who sanctifies us and causes us to persevere

Joh 15:16  You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you that 
you should go and bear fruit and that your fruit should abide, so that 
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may give it to you.  

1Co 1:30-31  He is the source of  your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made 
our wisdom and our righteousness and sanctification and redemption. 
Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast in the Lord.” 

1Co 6:11  And such were some of  you. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of  the Lord Jesus Christ and by 
the Spirit of  our God. 

1Co 12:3  Therefore I want you to understand that no one speaking in the 
Spirit of  God ever says “Jesus is accursed!” and no one can say “Jesus is 
Lord” except in the Holy Spirit. 

1Co 15:10  But by the grace of  God I am what I am, and his grace toward 
me was not in vain. On the contrary, I worked harder than any of  them, 
though it was not I, but the grace of  God that is with me. 
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Gal 3:1-6  O foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? It was before 
your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly portrayed as crucified. Let me 
ask you only this: Did you receive the Spirit by works of  the law or by 
hearing with faith? Are you so foolish? Having begun by the Spirit, are 
you now being perfected by the flesh? Did you suffer so many things in 
vain—if  indeed it was in vain? Does he who supplies the Spirit to you 
and works miracles among you do so by works of  the law, or by hearing 
with faith—just as Abraham “believed God, and it was counted to him as 
righteousness”?  

Eph 2:10  For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good 
works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

Phi 2:12-13  Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, 
not only as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling, for it is God who works in you, 
both to will and to work for his good pleasure. 

1Th 5:23-24  Now may the God of  peace himself  sanctify you completely, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the 
coming of  our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; he will 
surely do it. 

Heb 13:20-21  Now may the God of  peace who brought again from the 
dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd of  the sheep, by the blood of  the 
eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may do his 
will, working in us that which is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ, 
to whom be glory forever and ever. Amen.

1Jo 2:29  If  you know that he is righteous, you may be sure that everyone 
who practices righteousness has been born of  him. 

Jud 1:24-25  Now to him who is able to keep you from stumbling and to 
present you blameless before the presence of  his glory with great joy, to 
the only God, our Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, 
dominion, and authority, before all time and now and forever. Amen. 


