JPastoral Column

“My name in the book of Life”
Rev.James Lee

During the past week, I spent time reading the book of Numbers.
As I read about the offerings brought by the leaders for the
tabernacle, I noticed something striking: whether the tribe was
large or small, every leader brought the exact same items. The
burnt offerings and fellowship offerings were listed eleven
times—identical in every detail, except for the tribe of Levi
Before God’s calling, there is no distinction. In God’s eyes, every
person carries the same worth.

Yet people often create distinctions for themselves. We assume
that those who have more are more loved, or that those who
achieve greater things bring more joy to God. If God has given
someone much, then much may be required of them. But if God
has given someone little, and they remain faithful with that little,
then fruit will follow accordingly. Before God, what meaning is
there in big or small, much or little? We are all His beloved
children.

So why do we become discouraged or disappointed? It is because
we compare ourselves with others. When we measure ourselves
by the standards of the world, we begin to feel small, while others
seem to shine. What we have appears less than what others
possess, and suddenly our lives feel like failure while theirs look
like success. In such a mindset, how can joy remain? Contentment
disappears.

When I go to a buffet with friends and choose pork belly instead
of expensive beef, I often hear comments. “Why eat the cheap
pork belly when you can eat beef?” they say. But I simply enjoy
pork belly more. Of course, beef is good too. But pork belly
brings me more delight.

There was a time when I envied those who had much. I tried hard
to accumulate more myself. But once I realized that those who
have much also carry greater responsibility, I began to appreciate
the joy of living simply and contentedly. Beef may be delicious,
but choosing what brings me genuine joy—that, I believe, is the
wiser life.

God has called each of us to this place today. In Scripture, some
individuals appear frequently, while others are mentioned only
once—perhaps In a genealogy or in a list of offerings. Some are
not named at all, like the two thieves crucified beside Jesus. Yet
when we realize that through faith in Christ our names are written
in the Book of Life in heaven, that alone becomes a source of
deep joy. And with that assurance, we can live boldly as
Christians, no matter the circumstances.
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‘From the fullness of hisgrace we have all received one blessing after another.” John 1:16
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@ Church Announcement

@ ""\Welcome to the Community Becoming Like Jesus. We sincerely

welcome you. We look forward to a beautiful fellowship and
meeting after the worship service."
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We welcome those who are visiting our church for
the first time or just stopping by.

Sung Hee Lee & Grace Shim
Date: 21 Feb, 2026 at 11:00 am.

27 Feb, on Fri.: Hope Community Museum Tour
8 Mar.on Sun. : Church Picnic(Canyon Lake)

Please join us in Bible reading & problem
solving.

You cansend it to the email address below usingZelle

or PayPal.. ckpcaz1200@gmail.com
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21, Feb. Sat. 6:30am
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Hymn 314, 321
Kwonsa Shin Woo Lee

Romans 8:17
“The heirs of God!”
Rev. James Lee

Bible Problem Solving (Feb 15)

Numbers 14 — 33

1.What command did God give the Israelites who had
complained against Hm—specifically, which way were they
told to go? (Num 14:25)

Name:

2. What punishment did Korah, Dathan, and Abiram receive for
their rebellion? (Num 16:33)

3. What kind of fruit grew on Aaron’s budding staff? (Num 17:8)
4. To whom were the Israelites’ tithes given? (Num 18:21)

5. If a personis unclean and does not purify himself, what does
he defile? (Num 19:20)

6. Why were Moses and Aaron not allowed to enter the land of
Canaan? (Num 20:12)

7. What did Moses make to save the people who had been bitten
by the fiery serpents? (Num 21:9)

8. After meeting God, what message did Balaam deliver to the
Israelites? (Num 23:11)

9. Who among the descendants of Manasseh had only
daughters? (Num 26:33)
10. Whom did Moses appoint as his successor? (Num 27:22)

11. What is the festival during which the firstfruits are offered?
(Num 28:26)

12. What must a person do regarding vows, pledges, and
commitments made to the Lord? (Num 30:2)

13. Which priest went with the army carrying the trumpets in
the war against Midian? (Num 31:6)

14. Which Israelites attacked and captured Gilead, driving out
the Amorites who lived there? (Num 32:39)

15. Among the commands God gave Moses on the plains of
Moab, what did God instruct the Israelites to do when they
entered the land of Canaan? (Num 33:52)

Last Week’s Answers

1. As an animal 2. The Year of Jubilee 3. Statutes and

commandments 4. The price of the house 5. The tribe of Levi

6. The Tent of Meeting 7. Gershon, Kohath, and Merari

8. The priest 9. Shaving the head, and avoiding contact with the

dead 10. Oil 11. Twenty—five years old 12. The Wilderness of

Sinai 13. Quail 14. He became leprous 15. Forty days
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