JPastoral Column

“My House Shall Be a House of Prayer.”
Rev.James Lee

Last week, I harvested about ten figs. Last summer [ had picked
one orange and enjoyed it, and although the fig season had long
passed, I was still able to gather a few figs. They were sweet and
delicious.

There is a passage in Scripture where Jesus, seeing a fig tree by
the road, approached it but found no fruit, and He cursed the tree.
Even though it was not the season for figs, Jesus rebuked the tree
for having no fruit, and it withered from the roots. It was not
simply because Jesus was hungry and found no fruit. Between the
moment Jesus cursed the fig tree and the next day when the
disciples saw it withered, the cleansing of the temple took place.
Like the olive tree, the fig tree symbolizes Israel. Jesus’ curse on
the fig tree can be understood as a prophetic act condemning the
fruitless religious rituals of the temple system.

Jesus entered the temple and drove out the merchants. As a result,
the chief priests and their associates—whose main source of
mcome came from selling sacrificial animals and exchanging
money—suffered great loss. From that moment on, they began
plotting how they might kill Jesus.

Why was Jesus so angry? Jews coming to the temple believed that
as long as they offered a sacrifice—whether blemished or not—
they would receive God’s blessing. The spiritual leaders exploited
this belief for their own gain. They tied every aspect of temple
ministry to their own profit. The temple had become a den of
robbers.

Jesus drove them out and declared, **“My house shall be called a
house of prayer for all nations.”** This is the reason the fruitless
fig tree was cursed.

Our church must be a house of prayer. It must be a place where
we experience the presence of God. Through our church, God’s
Word must be proclaimed, and through our church, lost souls must
return to the arms of the Lord. Through our church, wounded
hearts must find comfort, and those who have lost their way must
discover the path they should walk. There is no other way but
prayer.
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Sunday Worship 11:00 AM

‘From the fullness of hisgrace we have all received one blessing after another.” John 1:16
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@ Church Announcement

@ ""\Welcome to the Community Becoming Like Jesus. We sincerely
welcome you. We look forward to a beautiful fellowship and
meeting after the worship service."

Welcome to New
Members

We welcome those who are visiting our church for
the first time or just stopping by.

Church Picnic Date: Mar 8. 10:00am
Place: Canyon Lake
*Please have each community prepare

accordingly.

Online Offering
Instructions

You cansend it to the email address belowusingZelle
or PayPal.. ckpcaz1200@gmail.com
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Ephesian 3:14-19

Sermon “God’s purpose for the church!”

Rev. James Lee

Bible Problem Solving (Feb 22)

Numbers 34 — Deuteronomy 19 Name:

Numbers
1.A murderer must be put to death, but according to what must
the judgment be made? (Num 35:30)

2. To whom were the daughters of Zelophehad permitted to
marry? (Num 36:6)

Deuteronomy

3. To whom did judgment originally belong? (Deut 1:17)

4. To whom was the captured region of Gilead given?
(Deut 3:15)

5. What did God proclaim and command Israel to keep as His
covenant? (Deut 4:13)

6. What blessing does God promise to those who keep His
commandments? (Deut 5:10)

7. Where did the Israelites test the LORD their God?
(Deut 6:16)

8. Why did God lead the Israelites through the wilderness for
forty years? (Deut &:2)

9. What did Moses see when he came down from the mountain
with the two tablets? (Deut 9:16)

10. What does God require of Israel? (Deut 10:12-13)

11. When slaughtering livestock, they were not to eat the blood.
What were they instructed to do with it? (Deut 12:16)

12. How often were the Israelites to store up the tithe of their
produce within their towns? (Deut 14:28)

13. If a Hebrew servant refused freedom, what mark was to be
placed on him? (Deut 15:17)

14. To whom were the Israelites to give the firstfruits of their
grain, wine, oil, and the first shearing of their sheep?
(Deut 18:4)
15. If someone was found to be a false witness, to whom were
the two disputing parties to go for judgment? (Deut 19:17)
Last Week’s Answers
1. The road to the Red Sea 2. They were swallowed alive into
the earth 3. Almonds 4. The Levites 5. The sanctuary of the
LORD 6. Because they disobeyed God’s word 7. The bronze
serpent 8. Words of blessing 9. Zelophehad 10. Joshua 11. The
Feast of Weeks 12. It must be kept exactly as spoken
13. Phinehas 14. The descendants of Machir 15. Drive out the
inhabitants and destroy their idols
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