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Project Team
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– GIS Engineering, LLC 
Navigational Considerations

– CDM Smith, Inc.        
Travel Demand Model & Toll Analysis

Prime Consultant: 
– Atlas Technical Consultants, LLC

Subconsultants:
– FIGG Bridge Engineering, Inc.

Bridge Technical Concepts

– Neel-Schaffer, Inc.
Mesoscopic Model & Traffic Analysis

– INRO Consultants, Inc. 
Mesoscopic Model Support

– Shread-Kuyrkendall & Assoc., Inc.
Roadway Technical Concepts

– Providence Engineering & 
Environmental Group LLC 
Environmental Inventory

– Franklin Associates, LLC 
Public Involvement



Project Overview
Ultimate objective is to construct a new 

crossing of the Mississippi River in the 
Greater Baton Rouge Area
Part I: Enhanced Planning Study                            

(July 2020 – Summer 2022)  
Part II: Environmental Evaluation                    

(Summer/Fall 2022 – Summer 2024)
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Study Area
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Project Workflow (Part I)
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Project Purpose and Need will not be finalized until Part II.1

Pre-Screening 
Spring 2021

Round 1
Fall 2021

Round 2
Summer 2022Spring 2022
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Screening Methodology
 Pre-Screening (Complete)

– Established Plausible and Reasonable Alternatives
– 32 Preliminary Alternatives Identified

 Round 1 Screening (Complete)
– Avoid Highly Sensitive Resources
– Incorporate Travel Demand Information
– Incorporate Technical Bridge Considerations
– Stakeholder Engagement
– 20 Preliminary Alternatives Retained
– River Navigation Issues eliminated 10 Preliminary

Alternatives in early 2022; 10 Alternatives Retained

 Round 2 Screening (March-May 2022)
– Consider input from:

 Stakeholders  State and Federal Agencies
 Public Comments         Local Governments

– Compare Preliminary Alternatives in Decision Matrix
– Select Preliminary Alternatives to move into NEPA Analyses
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32

20

Round 1 
Screening

River 
Pilots

Round 2 
Screening



Round 2 Screening – Evaluation Factors
 Travel Demand and Traffic Impacts

– Average Daily Traffic / Vehicle Hours Traveled
 Property Impacts

– Right-of-Way / Utility / LDEQ Permitted Facilities
Bridge Impacts

– Constructability / Navigability / Levees
Cost Considerations

– Estimated Construction Costs
– Estimated Toll Revenue

 Environmental Impacts
– Protected Species / Fish Habitat / Wetlands /                

Environmental Justice Communities
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Public Involvement
Meetings with Elected 

Officials
– Ascension, East Baton 

Rouge, Iberville, and West 
Baton Rouge Parishes

– City of St. Gabriel
– Office of Congressman 

Garret Graves
– Various Members of LA 

Legislature
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Meetings with Other 
Stakeholders
– Capital Region Industry for 

Sustainable Infrastructure Solutions 
(CRISIS)

– East Iberville Community Advisory 
Panel

– Baton Rouge Area Chamber
– Greater Baton Rouge Industry 

Alliance (GBRIA)
– Louisiana Motor Transport 

Association (LMTA)
– Representatives from Industry
– Representatives from Known Private 

Developments



Public Involvement
Public Meetings
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Attendance: 341 Attendance: 258

Attendance: 136 Attendance: 43

Attendance: 353Attendance: 67
6 Open House Meetings

TOTAL ATTENDANCE = 1,198



Public Involvement
Public Meetings

– Online Engagement Component
• Map-Based Virtual Mechanism             

(Maptionnaire Survey)
• Illustrate Alignment Alternatives
• Solicit Feedback on areas of concern

(historic, recreational, faith-based,                
transportation items, etc.)

Project Informational Website
https://www.mrbsouth.com
* All Public Meeting Materials and Exhibits can be found on the website
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https://www.mrbsouth.com/


Public Involvement
Public Input (April 25 – May 14)

– 257 Comment Forms
– 69 Emails
– 30 Voice Messages
– 1,876 Online Surveys 

(Maptionnaire)

TOTAL COMMENTS 
RECEIVED = 2,232
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Public Involvement
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M-25-IX K-23-VII K-22-VII H-19-VII F-14-V F-13-IV F-12-IV E-11-IV C-6-III C-5-II
Rela�ve Preference Level -413 -200 -246 148 305 187 51 263 52 -116
Dislikes -678 -465 -448 -186 -173 -202 -276 -378 -599 -617
Likes 265 265 202 334 478 389 327 641 651 501

MRB Spring 2022 Public Input: Alterna�ves Preferences



Round 2 Screening

3 Sets of Data Used for Screening:
– VHT and ADT (to address Purpose and Need)
– Environmental (to address Permitting Issues)
– Public Involvement
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33%
34%

33%



Round 2 Screening Results
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Overall Progress (Part I)
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 94% Work 
Completed

 94% Time 
Elapsed

 61% Funds 
Dispersed



Looking Ahead…

Finalize Part I Report / Proceed to Part II 
Detailed Scoping and Contracting
Refine Traffic and Revenue Analysis
Develop Conceptual Linework (Line & Grade)
Perform Environmental Field Work
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Looking Ahead…

Complete NEPA Process and Select a 
Preferred Alternative 
Obtain FHWA Approved Decision Document
Anticipated Summer 2024
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Thank You!
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