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Project Team
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– GIS Engineering, LLC 
Navigational Considerations

– CDM Smith, Inc.        
Travel Demand Model & Toll Analysis

Prime Consultant: 
– Atlas Technical Consultants, LLC

Subconsultants:
– FIGG Bridge Engineering, Inc.

Bridge Technical Concepts

– Neel-Schaffer, Inc.
Mesoscopic Model & Traffic Analysis

– INRO Consultants, Inc. 
Mesoscopic Model Support

– Shread-Kuyrkendall & Assoc., Inc.
Roadway Technical Concepts

– Providence Engineering & 
Environmental Group LLC 
Environmental Inventory

– Franklin Associates, LLC 
Public Involvement



Project Overview
Ultimate objective is to construct a new 

crossing of the Mississippi River in the 
Greater Baton Rouge Area
Part I: Enhanced Planning Study                            

(July 2020 – Summer 2022)  
Part II: Environmental Evaluation                    

(Summer/Fall 2022 – Summer 2024)
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Study Area
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Project Workflow (Part I)
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Pre-Screening 
Spring 2021

Round 1
Fall 2021

Round 2
Summer 2022Spring 2022



Project Workflow (Part I)
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Project Purpose and Need will not be finalized until Part II.

Macroscopic Model (needed for Round 1 Matrix) – Draft Complete
Mesoscopic Model (needed for Round 2 Matrix) – In-Development

1
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Pre-Screening 
Spring 2021

Round 1
Fall 2021

Round 2
Summer 2022Spring 2022



Screening Methodology
 Pre-Screening (Complete)

– Plausible and Reasonable Alternatives
– 32 Alternatives Identified

Round 1 Screening (Complete)
– Avoid Highly Sensitive Resources
– Incorporate Travel Demand Information
– Incorporate Technical Bridge Considerations
– 17 20 Alternatives Retained

 Public Meetings
Round 2 Screening

– Identify Most Feasible Alternatives
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Round 1 Screening
Avoid Highly Sensitive Resources

– Known Section 4(f) Properties
– Protected Species Critical Habitat

Incorporate Travel Demand Information
– MRB Travel Demand (ADT and VHT)
– I-10 Congestion Relief (VHT)
– LA 1 Congestion Relief (VHT)

Bridge Constraints (Updated)

ADT – Average Daily Traffic | VHT – Vehicle Hours Traveled
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Round 1 Bridge Constraints
No Bridge Zone (Span Length Exceeded)

– 2000 ft span limit
– Reasonableness limit (not a technical limit)

Adjacent alignments exceeded 2000 ft
– Due to slight angle of crossing
– Impacted four alternatives including 

northernmost alternative
– A-1-I, A-1-II, C-9-IV, and H-19-VII

Updated Bridge Values
– Unacceptable vs. Marginal
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Round 2 Screening
 Travel Demand and Traffic Impacts

– Average Daily Traffic / Vehicle Hours Traveled
 Property Impacts

– Right-of-Way / Utility / LDEQ Permitted Facilities
Bridge Impacts

– Constructability / Navigability / Levees
 Environmental Impacts

– Protected Species / Fish Habitat / Wetlands /                
EJ Communities

 Effective Cost
– Actual Cost reduced by Forecast Toll Revenue
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Draft Round 2 Screening Criteria
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Public Involvement
Agency and Stakeholder Meetings

– Iberville Parish and West Baton Rouge Parish
– CRISIS
– East Iberville Community Advisory Panel
– Baton Rouge Area Chamber
– On-Going as Needed / Requested

Project Informational Website
https://www.mrbsouth.com
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https://www.mrbsouth.com/


Public Involvement
Public Meetings - Conceptual Plan (DRAFT)

– Late Spring 2022
– Six In-Person Meetings

• Held across the CARB-D Member Parishes
– Online Engagement Component

• Map-Based Virtual Mechanism
• Illustrate Alignment Alternatives
• Solicit Feedback on areas of concern

(historic, recreational, faith-based,  
transportation items, etc.)
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Overall Progress (Part I)
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 74% Work 
Completed

 70% Time 
Elapsed

 50% Funds 
Dispersed



Looking Ahead…

For 1st Quarter CARB-D Meeting:

Continue working on Round 2 Screening Criteria
– Ongoing Modeling and Analyses

Preparation for Public Meetings
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Thank You!
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